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U n ited States have nevertheless increased,
while those fron Great Britain have fallen.
oil nearly 1,1, millions. We now' comle to
Sleailding Cna liau iiiîanuf-acture, viz.,

"boots and sioes." In 1873 the imports
of these articles fron Great Britain ex-
ceeeded- those from the United States by
nearly 50 per cent. Iln 1877 the imports
fron rieCat Britain vere little over one-
third oi those of 1873, while thiose fron
t he United States liad increased over fouir
fold. The aggregate importations were
about. double what they %vere in .1873.
S'aller is in the Same category. Inu
1873 the inmports of paper fron Great
Bri'itain veore over 50 per. cent. in excess
i tLhose frlom tie United States, wIilein

1877 the imuports from the United States
vere fully 75 per cent. in excess of those
rioms GreatBritain. In " stationery "l
alt.lough te change ias not been so
reiar-kable it has been sufliciently in-
striuctive. Inu 873 the Uited States sipS
pliod us with about 13 per cent. of outi
aggregat'e imports of stationory while
hliglanl supplied 87, while last yearx
Great Britain supplied 51. per cent. and
the Uiited States 49. 'l'lie next article
thatt Ne shall notice is ''snall vaies,"
uiier whichl head there as an increalse
on iliports li 1877 over 1873. Ti'e impoits
fion (i:ieat Biitain, however, declined,:
vhile thiose from thieUn-itedl States were
considerably in excess. li 1873 they
weioe 9 per cent. of the total imsports, aind
in 1877 neairly 30 per cent. We shall
close Lhis tedious notice with a reference
to " woollens, 1lte iost important brancli
of our imports in. the 171 pei' cent. list.
We hlave alredeady noticed the great reduc-
tion il the aggregate imuports of woollein
goods in 1877 as compared with 1873, but
this uas entii'ely in the imports from
Great Britain, those froi the United
States being very largely in excess, liaviug
gole u fIrom-s $135,000 to upavards o
$500,000. NVe ear tlat we silul have
almst exhausted the patience of our
readers witi so mnany figures, but t.here is
onue imore conipailson t1at1 ive think
slould be drawn hotecen the trade of'
J873 and 1877. Il 1873, whicli as the
yeai' of the largest trade, the aggregate
imports fron Great Britain vere $68,459,-

774, àul fimn the Unitcd States'$47,731,
7-1. Jli 1877, the aggregate imports froni
1 Îeat Brii tal were $39,572,239, aid froin
Slie United States $51,309,479. The duti-
able goods imported from Great Britain
im 1873 were $47,443,203 and frou the
United States $10,678,805, dvbile in 1877
die dutiable goods from Great B'ritain
wvere $32,916,776 and froi the United
States $23,520,840. The free gonds fion
Great Britain amuntei to $211016,571

and f'om tle United States to $31,052,941
i 1873. Il 1877 tie free goods from
Gieat Britain. were $6,655,463 and froim
the -United States $27,798,633. We ca--
not close this notice of the trade returns
without bearing testimony to the cou-
tinual efforts of the coininisioneri of' cus-
tois, Mr. Johnson, to improve the re-
turns, and to give a good deal of valuable
in'foimation n a separiate form in his
report

TiIE BUD.ET .

'Tlie Finance IinisVer's statement bas
been niade, and lias becn criticized at con-
siderable length, and on the w'hole in a
good spirit by Dr. Tlipper. The tnvo
political parties lavd faiMly joinled issue
on the question of the fiscal policy of the
country, and it mnay be hoped that the
tendency will be to diminuisi the per-
sonal asperity which characterize tise
clebate on te address. Tl speech o tIe
Finance Ministe will probably cause
neither surprise nor' disappointnent.
'T'le delicits were ivell known, and. it vas
hardly expected that any nicw schemne oi
taxation would be piîoposed during the
last session o a Parliaunent. IV nay be
inforred fron the liuigage of the Finance
Minlister that le is ni' Opinion, Ébat ve
have seen the wio'Sti and that there is
reason to hope thatthe revenue of the
current year vill be suflicient to ineet
the expendliture. le entertains similar
expectations with regard te the year leor
w'ich supplies live noiv to be voted.
We sincerely hope Éhat these anticipa
tions nay be realized, but we cannsot siut
Our eyes to te dangei of permitting
successive delicits vitliôti providing ad-
ditional revenue. Mr. Cartwru'iglht linas
self is evidently not blind t tihe danger
to whicli we have adveited, for lie ias
dealt with it in the folion'ing passage of
luis Speech r-

I Now', Shr, under these circuistances,
iV mïay not unnaturally be asked by soule
mieinbers of this House whmethser it w'ould
not be advisable, in view of' the fact that
u%'e havé non' liad ror ,n' ycsu' ,es coussidici-
alie deficits, te aclop t su s pRecautions
as wvould render it impossible foi' aniother
delicit to confront us in ·this year. Well,
Sir, I would say at once thsat ir we pos-
sessed li Canada any tax'fairly equivalent.
to the imcone tax now mn use n Eingland,
probably I would not liesitate to advise
the House to have recourse to that means
of increasing the revenue in some degr'ee,
tiat heing a tax nficî eal be 'aised ni
lou'esed %'itis a iiniiii ni' distaîbance
to the var'ious commercial interests of the
couintry. 1

It is truc that we have no tax in this
country of the sane character as the
income tax, but tViere is al'ways a mode of
inicr'ea1sing V1e revenue without creating

any serionus disturbance to the coinmuser-
cial inteiests of' tie country and ivitiout
rendering it necessary for the Govern'
mient to depart fronm that liscal policy te
whici it is pledged.

Wie readily admit that it would be un-
reasonable to expect the (Overumien t,
during the last session of a l iParlianmient to
miake mateial changes in the tariff, but

w'hen it is barne ii mind that it is onu al
hands adinitted that it is expedient to
raise a considerable portioi Of the revenue
by customs' cluties, we Can discover no
objection to a uniformî'n hi-ireasse to those
dut-ics in the forin ofi a percentage sufli-
cient to î'aise the amount required. Suel
ain increase to tle customss revenue was
sanctioned by P'ailiamsent lin 1870, and
was not met with the objectionis that
w'ere raised te specific duties on pirticu
lar articles. The.addi t ion of 10 per cein V.
VO all the ciust<siiS duties vould give
nearly $1,400,000 additional revenue with
out violating ainy principle alitever, and
it could be rediced either te 5 per
cent. or taken oif altogether precisely as
the income tax in England cani be in-
cr'easod or reduced according Vo circun-
stinces. Such a Vax vould have reimoved
n ail prob:ibility the danger of a delicit
during t e cuirentor next year, and oveil
if the revenue of' those yea:Is should be
adequate to neet the expenditure, the
deficits which have alr'eady occurred
would justify the increase.

We are somry, and entirely without refer-
ence to the general question of the fiscal
olicy of the Goverinmiienst, that soue step

has Imot been taenCC Vo incease the r'
venue, and thus to prevent the pas-
sibility of any seflections being made else-
wlere as Vo our willinsgness to provide
the iecessary imneans to keep the revenue
at least equal to the expenditure. We
are not disposed Vo criticize the expeindi-

e t oo Closely. 'hlie charges foi imterest
anid muanage mient of the debt, includfling
the sinking fund, and for the collection
of the revenue calinsot be soduced, iid
we aie not sanguine VIat the muost econo-
isical Goverinment that ive are likely to
have, would effect any savings, vortlhy o
serious consideration, in tise othmer branch-
es of expenditui'e.

M'e are not incliied to meddle ii
the country between the Goverment
and its assailants on the various
details of the expenditure. Wre aire
quite willing to assume that no Gov-
ermnent is desirous of imieasimg the
expenditure beyoud w'hat is absolutely
necessary for the efficient carrying on of
the public seivice. The deiiciency after
ail is a inere bagatelle in itself. No dlI
cilVy would be found in obtaining the.


