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to foafcr, by giving, to any system of mcasureai tbui compreheiMiret

mtobstmcted it course as was cbmisteat with their geheial leftse of

nblic duty. After a coarse of policy, tbiit liberal and concUittory, it

ras cause of regret that a comdiaiiiGatiea ahould h^ye be^ puisl|Med

by an unpr«oedWited expenditure of secret i^rvice money ) at»d used,

by the chief magistrate, to disseminate suspicioii ami jeMpusy } and to

nccite reaebtment amon^ the citi2ens, hy anggeatiDg impjil^i^ons a-

^aihst a portion ofthem, as unmerited b]f their i^rlotisnH •» ynwar-

tnted by evidence.

It has always been the opinion of the undersigiied, thtl a ayatgnsi^f

^sfte waa the policy, which mbst comported wim the character, condi-

Ion, and interest of the United States. That their ,i^meleaesa |h>m
the theatre of contest in Euiype, Was the«r peculiar felicity and t^t no^

,

mini; but A neccsdty, absolute^ imperious should ioduce them to iBpter

Is parties into wars, in which every considemt|on of virtue and policy

|eems to be forgotten, upder the overbearing away of rapacity and am-
Ition. There is a new eia in human aflUrs. The J^ropean world is

Mvulsed. The advantages of our own situatioo are pecfiHar. ' Why
)*quit our own to sund upoo^ foreign grouild ? Why, by mterweavi'

ing our destiny with that of any part of Europe, eq^gleovr; peace

and prosperity in the toils ofEuropean amUtion, rividship, interest, hi;*

lour or caprice ?**

In addition to the many moral and prudential^ considemtfonsi which
jould deter thoughtful men from hastenhig into the perUs of such o
far, there wereaome peculiar to the United States, resulting frmn the

bxture of the government, apd |he political relatione of the people. A
»rih of government, in no sroalidegfee experimental, (^ompo^d of
bwerfiil and independent 80verelgn)iea associated in relates, someof
rhich' are critical, aa well as novel, should not be hastily preeit>itated

itp situationi;, ctilculiated to put to trial, thO strength of the moral bond,

|iy which thjey are united. Of all atates, that of war, is most li^ly to

all into activity the pav^sions, which are hostile and dangerous^ such

Form of government. Time is yet important to our country to set-

le ahd mature its recent institutions. Above all it appeared to the un-

lersigned from dgns not to be mistaken, that if we ihtered upon this

>ar, we^i^ it aS a divided people ; npt only &om a sense of the ihade-

luacy of our means to succes% but from moral and political objections

M great weight and very general influence.

It appears to the undersig;ncdi that the wrongs, of which the United

>tates'have to complain, although in some aspects, very grievous to our

iterests, and, in mtiiny, humiliating to our pride, wei^e yet of a natiire,

rhich, in the present state of the world, either would not justify wst, or

rhich war would not remedy. Thus, for instance the hovering of

Iritish vessels upon our coasts, and the occasional insults to our ports,

|ipperiously dcniandcd such a systematic application of harbour and
iea^c0ast dsfence, as would repel such aggressions, but, in no light, can

they be considered as making a resort to war, at the present time» on
the part of the United States, either necessary, or «xt>edieiit. So also,

rith resptct to the Indian war, of the origin of which, but very iinper-

Ect information has as yet been given to the public. Without any ex^

^ress act of Congress, an expedition was, last year, set on foot and pros-
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