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(litliciiliy ill lull)' stitisfying, lor I'iich person took such

iiii cnoniious (Iniuglit, th>it uv, wliicli we were now

iisiim, eoiild not he nieltecl suffieieiitly fast VVr

had HO \i\v^v i\ iiuri)l)('V of visitunts on 1)oac(l tliul it

wonlfl 'uive been inconvenient, as well as imprudent,

t(» lia\e pt^nnitted tliein to remain l)elow during the

night, wliieli, moreover, was not necessaiy to people

of such liardy halfit^ ; the greater number enwrapped

themselves in the spare sails brought on deek for that

puipt)se, and a few stowisd tlninselves in the lianmiock-

nettings, wliiel) were capacious, and pn^ectetl by cloths

of tarpaulin, ujaking a very snug restiug-place. Our

arms were of course kept in readiness, and the pistols

loaded . but these |.recautions, with nidailijig vigilance

on the part of the watch, were all that was considered

necessary

1'Ire our guests disposed thenjselves to rest,

much bartermg was carrier I on, besides nuitual

endeavours at amusement; the fiddle, again put

in n-ipusition, was a prolific source of delight; oiu^

or two of the strangers evinced souie slight prac-

tical knowledge of its use, but uniformly produced

only a monotonous succession of souuds. Vocal

disphiys of a similar description were also offered ; these

were given in a low crooning tone, the compass being

generally very limited, though occasional notes showed
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