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TO 1H£ UEADEU.

After considerable dt^lay, I liavc fulfilled mj en*-

gagemenlto the publick, with reaprct to the his-

tory of the eeltlenjent and wars of the western

f-arls of Virginia and Pernsylvanis. The cause*

(,{ the delay of the work were unavoidable, and »
recital of them can be of no service.

Whether the *'Note8" are well executed, or olh*

rr7;i8e, must be ^eft to the candid decision of my
country, and I am well aware the decision will

speedily be made.
It will be the opinion cfsome readers, (hat I have

bestowed too great a pcrtioti ot the book, on the

primitive aspect of the coun ry, snd ll e his'^cry cf
the state of society and manners ; t' its early ia^

habitants.

My reason, for having bestowed so tnueh atten-

tion on these subi«ct9 is this, these maters of our
cariy History, which, if faithfully presfrved, will

hereafter be highly iotexesting, are fast ' hastenin^^

into obliTk)n, and in a lew tirore years would be
totally lost. On the contrary, the eveiita of tbe
war are muc^ longer remembered.
Had we ft similar history of the early afftte of

any of the £aropeaa countries^ to that wbieh hi
here presented to the world, of our own. Witb
how much interest would this record be read bjr

ftH classee of pe(^le? For iastftBee, had we the
ineiiMrii^s of the peefrfe, who eirected thoAe riid#

monuments which Wfit seettered over our country^
. the record would give m elastic character to everj
lectioD el the oew wori^^ but in ererj re^im Jt

^M,


