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SaHkat<*lM»wun rivor. Ynu \m\hh throiij^h nomo hruntifiil country,

altlioii;^!! tlio firnt piirt of the road is very hml, tliu IhikI Im wet
with MHuv iilktiliiu' U'tU und in uliiiost «mioii^}i to di-'toiinigo iiiiml-

grantH <'<»iuin^ into tlu> country ; in fact H<»nic> do get diHcouragcd

and turn Imck, ati<l ^ivo the country a had nanus and no doubt
kuop otlici'H hat^k ; hut thoHc who iiave phick (•nough to get
tlirouj^'h lo the Litde Sa(*kitchc\van are well repaid for all tho
hardnhipH crxlurcd. Ai< you ap|)r(»ach the river you will mco Rapid
City Hprinjiing up in ^he Vidle^. It i« a Hplendid locatu>n, and
already Iimh fourf<toreH, hlackMinith Hhop, and a niunher of dwelling-

houHCM. Mr. HulkwelPrigrii't mill will hooii he in operation, and
Dr. M'Intohh Iuim the nuudiinery for a Haw mill oit the ground, and
oxpectH to have it running in ahout two weekw. Six thousand
8UW Io;^'H an; being tloatcd down the river from the Hiding Moun-
tain>», where there arc immenMC iorewts of excellent timher which
will last (or hundredn of years. J{a|'id City i« unc(iiialled for

water privileges, and the railwjiy is expected to croHs there. It is

dcHtined to be one of tho most important cities in the West. It

is surrounded on all sides by a splendid farming country. The
land in fine rolling prairie, generally a rich black loam with clay
Hubsoil unsurpassed for agricultural purposes. Phiuf^hing com-
menced on the i*th of April, and on the 12th I saw flowers in full

bluom on the prairie.

Scarcity of timber may bo considered a drawback by a great
many, but 1 think it is more than counterbalanced by having tho
land cleared all ready for tho plough, as it is nmch easier to draw
timber a few miles than to chop and clear a bush fiiriu. A weekly
mail will run to Rapid City by the first of October, and cimrches
and sciiools will soon be established, so that settlers will be sur-

rounded by all the conveniences of the other provinces in a short
time. Every person I saw that had succeeded in getting over the
bad roads were well pleased witli the country, and jill seem to predict

a brilliant future in store for the Great North-west. On tho lUtli

of June I picked some beautiful r«pe strawberries on the opca
prairie, and I hive no doubt that fruit of all descriptions can be
grown to perfection, even in this frozen region, as some people
choose to call it. In conclusion, I woidd advise any man who^
wishes to secure a home for himself not to be influenced by the
lingo of those chickcn-jjeai ted fellows who turn back at the first

mud-hole they ccme to, or can be chased by a inos(juito. The man
who is afraid of a mud-hole, or can t stand a mos(|uito bite, need
not go to any new country. Any man with ordinary int^ Uigence
and a little pluck cannot fail to make himself a comfortable liome
in a few years by coming to the Great North-West.

Frank Middleton

Little Saskatchewan, .June 21st.


