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' After my death, I wUh no other herald,

No other tpeaker of my living actioni,

To keep mine honor from cormption,
But (uch an honest chronicler at Griffith.' Ih:

The Chancellor and Mr. Perceval were grievously
alarmed ; and Sir Vicary Gibbs, the Attorney General,
with a view to stop the publication by injunction, filed an
information in the Court of Chancery, stating that a com-
mission had issued by the King's orders to certain privy
councillors, to inquire into certain charges against her
Royal Highness, the Princess of Wales; that they had
made a Report upon the subject to his Majesty ; that
Francis Blagdon, the proprietor of the Phoenix Sunday
newspaper, pretended to have got a copy of this Report,
and that he was about to publish it with certain scurrilous

commentaries, and praying that he might be prevented by
injunction from doing so, and that by a decree he might
be ordered to deliver up the same to the Attorney General
for the use of his Majesty.

Strange to say, the case came on before the Lord Chan-
cellor Eldon, one of the authors of " the Book." He ad-
journed the hearing of it from Lincoln's Inn Hall to his

private room. There the motion was made by the Attor-
ney General in person,—assisted by Sir Arthur Pigot, Sir

Samuel Romilly, Mr. Bell, and Mr. Mitford, " that an in-

junction might be awarded to restrain the defendant from
parting with and from printing ot publishing the Report
in the Information mentioned, or any document or pro-
ceeding made or had in the prosecution of the said com-
mission, or any abstract or extract of or from the same."
I have not been able to learn what passed during the dis-

cussion, but, from an office copy of the Order made, which
lies before me, along with the information and affidavits,

it appears that the injunction was granted in the terms
prayed for.

One would have expected that the matter would have
been handed over to the Master of the Rolls, but I do
not suppose that there was any impropriety in Lord Eldon
himself sitting and giving judgment on this occasion, for

the application did hot proceed on the piracy of any orig-

inal observations on the Report from his pen, as a viola-

tion of literary property, contrary to the law of copyright,

—but merely upon the title of the Crown to prevent the


