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AD. the real fentiments of his officers, by inviting

*^^ ' them on board, one after another, and dif-

courfing with them, fcparately, upon the fubjcd:

of their immediate fervice. The general opinion

leaned towards the impradicabiUty, in fo rough a

fea, and fo well fortified a fhore ; and for a council

of war of both fea and land officers, to come to

a final refolution : when it coming to the turn of

Captain FergufTonne, an old, brave, and experi-

enced ofiicer, whom Mr. Bofcawen had requefted

from the Lords of the Admiralty, to attend him

in this fervice, and in whofe opinion and condud,

Advifeii on the i.. jft trying occafions, he could place great

a'iounc"'*
confidence 5 this captain, having delivered himfeif

of war. jn the moft refpedful terms, in regard to the opi-

nions of his brethren, whofe reafons the admiral

ingenuouQy related to him, and defpifing the ar-

guments, drawn from the danger of the fervice,

for proving an impradicability, without an aiftual

attempt to land, and to force the enemy's pods

with all the art and ftrength in their power, he

advifed the admiral, for his own honour, and the

glory of his country, to exert that power, with

which he was inverted ; and not to leave it to the

uncertain refolutions of a council of war, which had

been fo fatal at Minorca, at Rocheforr, and even at

Hallifax, to the difgr-^ce of all concerned, and to

the extreme lofs of the nation. Upon this remon-

ftrance of one brave officer in private converfation,

we fhall fee the turn this grand expedition took,

fbr the interell of Great Britain. The admiral

acquiefced in the jultnefs of the captain's obfer-

vatign on councils of war ; thanked him tor his

open
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