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TJI£ EAST.

CHAPTER 11.

THE EAST—ITS WEALTH AM) THE DKSIKAIULITY OK OBTAINING A REA-ltOUTE

TO INDIA AM) CHINA— POKTrCilKSK HOITE TO INDIA KOIXD CAPE OK

(iOOD IIOI'E^— KI'ANISII ROUTE KOlND CAPE UOKN— ENGLAND WITHOUT A

ROUTE TO THE EAST.
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The East, tlic inmieniorial region of " Iturbaric pearl and j^'old," has in all ages

been esteemed tluT land of uniniagined riches, and " the wealth of the Indies"

has passed into the language of proverl). In the western world, the earliest

knowledge of the teeming riches of the East was obtained from the Bible.

The building of the Temjjle of Solomon shows an accumulation of gold,

obtained from Ophir—a name which is believed by many high authorities to

have been ai)plied to the great Asiatic peninsulas, llindostan and China,

—

which created the impression among the nations of the west, that the wealth of

the eastern world was beyond the glory of dreams. "And King Solomon made
a navy of ships in Ezion-geber, which is beside Eloth, on the .shore of the

Red Sea, in the land of Edom. And lliram sent in the navy his servants,

shipmen that had knowledge of the sea, with the servants of Solomon. And
they came to Ophir, and fetched from thence gold, four hundred and twenty

talents, and brought it to King Solomon." Now as the talent weighed

i-ather more than 1153^ pounds, by an easy computation we discover that this

merely occasional and temporary draw upon Ophir, realised about i!2,r)0(),000

of our money. ]iut the western estimate o!' the wealth of Ophir or the East,

was not formed alone from the narratives of Scripture. After the aspiring

spirit of Mahomet had raised his country from insignificance to imperial

gi'eatness, Arabian caravans traded to India and China, and the veritable

gold of Ojihir, which had covered the Temple of Solomon without and within,

was brought in lavish abundance by Arab merchants, to enrich the palaces

of the Califs of Damascus, and was can-ied to Western Europe by that

branch of the dynasty of the Ommiades which, founding an independent

califate in Cordova, laid the foundations of the Moorish Empire in Sjmin.

Erom this it will readily appear that access to the East—the land whose

soil was gold, whos(5 rocks were precious stones—ha.^ been an eminently

desirable object in all ages. The great Alexander of Macedon was dazzled

by the glitter of the distant Ophir, and marched his L'onquering legions cast-


