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liiivc oiip, slmll nti-»wtT :
" wo :\yv imiiulutod by a delu;;o of

])hil(trt')j)lii(t;il imd lu'tcrodnx iloctrincs, Ktu-'dnj,' up every

^vIlL'l•t' .'troimd us ; we t'cel tli(i desire and tli'e necessity (tf

stroji'i;llieiiiiii;' uiir Tiii'Ii i»;:;;iiiist tlu' juulti|ilied a.-sii\dts

(!irecl('(l ii<:aitist' us \>v tlie various svsteiiis df false seieuee.

Anumjj^st our i'cllow - students, some are luateriaiisfs,

.soiiK; saiiit-sinioniens, and some fonrieristes ; otlier« atraiii

dei.-ts. )\'lieii we Catliolies, attempt to remind tlie,-to

erring- luellireii of the wonders eli'eeted by Cliri^tianity, tliey

invariahly rei>ly :
" "^'ou are ri^'lit tiiouiL::li, if yon speak of

tiic pastoidy, ('liristiauity did woinlers formerly; but now
C'hristianity is dead. And, in point of fact, what ai'e you w!ii>

boast of belli;:; Catliolies, doini;- { W'liere an-, the works that

testify to your faith, and eomjiel us to respect and aeknow-
ledii'e it i

" 'J'hey are riirbt, he continues, tlie reproaeli is

but too well nicriti'd. I'o the work, then I T.et our acts

be in keepinu" with our faith ! Hut what is our woi-k i How
shall we prove ours .'Ives true C-'atholies, but by doin^u; what
is Uiost pkasiuf; to (iod 'i Let us derote ourselves to the

relief < if our iiei;^bour, as Jesus Christ did, and place our
faith under the safeguard of Charity I (1)

Catholic Faith anil Charit}' ! Such, beloved l)rethren, 13

the motto adopted by these youn^ crusaders. To preserve,

to nourish mid the corrupt atmosithei'e of a great city, despite

tlie ]i!'ide of science, and the seduction? of the world, the sacred

iiame of faith, the faith of their infancy, the faith of their

youth, the sheet anchor of their mothers' ho[)es ; to sustain

that faith, not by words, not by ejihemeral systems, but b}''

works : by doing' g'ood to their unha[ipy brethren, to the

"poor i)eo]»le, " to suti'ering humanit}' : such is their aim.
" Dut what do you liope to accomplish ? " exclaim their

young companions. You are l)ut eight poor youths ; and
yon underiakc to relieve the swarming wretchedness of

a city like Paris ! And even were you many times more
numentus, you would accomjdish but little after all ! Xow,
"Nve are elaborating ideas and a system destined to reform
the World, and ritl it for ever of all suifcring and misery, we
shall perfonn in one instant for humanity, Avhat you could
nut accomplish in many centuries. "
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(1) 0/,anaui. Discourse at conforciV3G of Florence.
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