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iHirititioH ; nnil It h only when tlie olmnciw of an unrcrtain an<l tardy oninTnunication

hr'iuf intt'Uigrnctf of wluit liofi poaw**! n month )Mtfor« on the other i«idi> of thu

Atlantic, that he \h reminded of the Empirt^ with which he Ih ronnectcd. Dut tbo

infliu'tioo of tlio United Htatei* HiirroundH tiiui on every Mich', and is for I'ver prencnt.

It uxtenda itMolf att population aiigrnontH and intTcourNo inercawN ; it |>onetrateH

every portion of thu eontincnt into which the ruHtleMH spirit of American b|)ocu-

lation im|M>lH the settler or the trader ; it is fel*. in all tho transactionH of commerce,

ftx)m tho imiMirtiiiit operations of the monetary system down to the minor details

of onlinary traffic ; it HtamiNi, on all thn habits and opinions of tho nurrounding

countries, tho common characteristics of the thouffhts, foelingii and customs of tho

American people. Kuch is neceswarily the influence whii*h a great nation exorcises

on the small communiti«>s which surround it. Its thoughts and manners subjugate

them, even when nominally inde|)endent of its autluirity. If we wish to prevent

the extension of this influence, it can only bo done by raising up f<»r the North
American colonist some nationality of his own; by elevating those small and
uniin])ortant communities into a society having some objects of a national im-

portance; and by thus giving their inhabitants a country which they will be
unwilling to see absorbed even into one more powerfiil.

While I believe that the CHtablishnu'nt of a compndicnsive system of Government,
and of un effectual union between the dift'erent Provinces, would produce this im|M)r-

tant eff(H't on the general feelings of their inhabitants, I am inclined to attach very

jrreat ini|)ortance to the influence which it would have in giving greater hco|N) and
satisfaction to the legitimate ambition of the most active and prominent persons to

be found in them. Am long as perHonal ambition is inherent in human nature, and as

long as the morality of every free and civilized community encourages its a8|)irntion8,

it is one great business of a wise Govenimcnt to provide for its legitimate develop-

ment. If, as it is commonly asserted, tlie disorders of these Colonies have, in great

measure, been fomented by the influence of designing and ambitious individuals, this

evil will bcHt be retnedied by allowing such a scope for the desires of such men as

shall direct their ambition into the legitimate chance of furthering, and not of thwart-

ing, their Government. My creating high prizes in a general and responsible Govern-
ment, we shall immediately aflbni the means of pacifying tho turbulent ambitions,

an<l of (iinploying in worthy and noble occupations the talents which now are only

exerted to foment disorder. We must remove from these Colonies the cause to which

the sagacity of Adam Hmitli traced the alk'nation of the Provinces which now form

the United States: we must jirovide some scope for what he calls "tho import-

ance" of the lending men in the Colony, beyond what ho forcibly terms the pre-

sent " petty prizes of the paltry raflle of colonial faction." A general Legislative

Union would elevate and gratify the hopes of able and aspiring men. They would
no longer look w ith envy and wonder at tlu; great arena of t\ui bordering federa-

tion, but see the means of satisfying every legitimate ambition in ihe high offlcea

of the Judicature and Executive Government of their own Union.

union Nor would an union of the various Provinces be less advantageous in facilitating

5"i'K" a co-operation for various common purposes, of w liich the w ant is now very seriously

felt. There is hardly a department of the business of Government which does not

re«iuire, or would not be better performed, by being carried on under the superintend-

ence of a general Government ; and when we consider the political and commercial
interests that are common to these Provincen, it ap})ears difficidt to account for

their having ever been divided into separate governments, since they have all been
portions of the same Empire, subject to the same Crown, governed by nearly

the same laws and constitutional customs, inhabited, with one exception, by the

same r,\ve, contiguous and iinnieiliatcly adjacent to each other, and bounded along

their whole frontier by the territories of the same powerful and rival State: It would
appear that every motive that has induce<l the union of various Provinces into a
single State, exists for the consolidation of these Colonies under a common legislature

luid executive. They have the same common relation to the mother country ; the

same relation to foreign nations. When one is at war, the others are at war ; and
the hostilities that are < aused by an attack on one, muht seriously com])romise the

welfare of the rest. Tlius the diispute between Great Britain and tlie State of

Maine, appears immediately to involve the interests of none of these Colonies,

except New Brunswick or Lower Canada, to one of which the territory claimed by
US must belong. But if a war were' to commence on this ground, it is most
probable that the American Government would select Upper Canada as the most
vidnerable, or, at any rate, as the easiest point of attack. A dispute respecting the

fisheries
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