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of the confidence of the people as a legis-

lature ought to command, eren from

those who differ from it on the auestions

of the day. I say this without meaning

to cast any imputation on the members of

the House of Assembly, because, in fact,

the circumstances under which they were
elected were such as to render them pe-

culiarly objects of suspicion and reproach

to a number of their countrymen. They
were accused of having violated their

pledges at the election. It is said that

many of them came forward and were

elected, as being really reformers, though

opposed to any such claims of colonial

independence as might involve a separa-

tion from the mother country. There

Beems to be no doubt that in several pla-

ces, whero the Tories succeeded, the

electors were merely desirous of return-

ing members who would not hazard any

CO nest with Engiand by the assertion of

claims which, from the proclamation of

the Lieutenant Governor, they believed

to be practically needless; and who
flhould support Sir F. Head in those eco-

nomical letbrms which the country desir-

ed far more than political changes—re-

forms, for the sake of which alone politi-

cal changes had been sought. In a num-
ber of other instances, too, the elections

were carried by the unscrupulous influ-

e.oe of the government, and bv a display

of violence on the part of the Tories,

who wfc.o embol-^ened by the counte-

nance affoi led lO them by the authorities.

It was stated, but 1 believe without any
sufficient foundation, that the Government
made grants of land to persons who had
no title to them, in order to secure their

votei. This report originated in the fact,

that patents for persons who were enti-

tled to grants, but 1 id not taken them
out, were sent down to the polling pla-

ces, to be p"iven to the individuals entitled

to them, if they were disposed to vote

for the government candidate. The tak-

ing such measures, in order to secure

their fair right of voting to the electors in

a particular interest, must be considered

rather as an act of official favouritism,

than as an electoral fraud. But we can-

net wonder that the defeated party put

the very worst construction on acts which
gave some ground for it ; and they con-

ceived in consequence, a strong resent-

ment against the means by which they
believed that the representative of the

crown had carried the elections, his inter-

ference in which, in any way, was stig-

matised by them as a gross violation of
conititutional privilege and propriety.

It cannot be a matter of surprise that

such facts and such impressions produced
in the country an exasperation and a des-

f)air of good government, which extended

ar beyond those who had actually been
defeated at the poll. For there was no-

thing in the use which the leaders of the

Assembly have made of their power to

soften the discontent excited by their al-

ledged mode of obtaining it. Many even
of those who had supported the success-

ful candidates, were disappointed in ev-

ery expectation which they had formed
of the policy to be pursued by their new
representatives. No economical reforms

were introduced. The Assembly, in-

stead of supporting the governor, com-
pelled his obedience to itself, and produ-

ced no chfinge in the administration of af-

faire, except that of reinstating the " fa-

mily compact" in power. On some to-

pics on which the feelings of the people

were deeply engaged, as, for instance,

the clergy reserves, the Assembly is ac-

cused of having shown a disposition to

act in direct defiance of the known senti-

ments of a vast majority of its constitu-

ents. The dissatisfaction arising from
these causes was carried to its height by
an act that appeared in defiance of all

constitutional right, to prolong the power
of a majority which, it was suj)posod,

counted on not being able to retain its

existence after aiiotlier appeal to the peo-

ple. This was the passing an act pro-

venting the dissolution of the existing as

well as any future Assembly, on the de-

mise of the Crown. The act was passed

in expectation of the apprcaching de-

cease of hid late Majesty ; and it has, in

withi


