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Wor^ tho explorations of 1870, then, a racro sham ? Thoso explora-

tions wore solemnly, avowedly undertalcon for tho express purposo of

averting a possiblo error, a calamity " ever after to b'j deplored " as Ih.

Fleming gravely wi'cto. [See page 5, of Iloport.]

The ro-;ults of thoso OTvplorations are glaringly apparent, and point

uumi;-'fcakeal)ly to a far hotter route for colonization purposes, and also one

much easier of construetiou, and couso|uoutly.loss CDstly
;

yot, notwitli-

standing, tiie Ord<'r in Council of July, 1B7B, v/as ratified, aa 1 a report

'^ramed in accordance.

TJio wiir>l;> !n ittor is cort;iinly well warthy of .*. soavching investiga-

tion, and in la ' m.\iuti;n; mvy ail'ord tli: taxpayers ample food for

reflection.
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Within tlio past I'ew vreelcs tlioro have boon rumours of a proposal,

on the part of llio 1) )minion (.lovernuDnt, to hand over lii'ty millions

acres of bind in the North-West, t ) a company of Gn^disli cipitalists for

tho purpose of building tho Pacific llailvvay. Recent movomonts of

Ministers ar.p 'ar to con.'irm tho truth of tho report, and it is not unlikely,

ere mvny weoks elapse, that som3thing more definito maybe heard.

In 1871, tlie scheme in which Sir Hugh Allan llgnred so promin-

ently, but wliich, fortunately for the country, fell to tlio gL'ound, involved

a grant of "iD.OOi) acres oHand, together with a casli bonus of 11)12,000

for each mile of rail'.vay construetBd. The land was to have beau taken

up along tlio en! ire length of the road fi-om Nipissinguo to tliO Pacitic,

good and bad acres, indiscriminately.

Tliat sehcmo, impolitic as Canadians then judged it to be, v.'as far

less dangerous to the interests of tho North-West than the present

proposition. It now appears, if newspaper reports can be relied on,

that English ca])italists will not look at any of the lands within the

Woodland and liocky l\Iouiitain regions, knowing that both eastern and

western sections of the road Vvdiere located now, pass through a worthless

country. They are to help themselves to the " cream" of tho North-

West, and will coniino their choice within tho erroneously designated

" thousand mile" belt of prairie. •

The proposition, if allowel, will be excessively unwise, and merits

universal reprobation.


