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honor. Can it bo said that it is (ho doniesl wish of iho mother's

heart, in this country, to hgo her son a priest ? It is a very bad

sifjjn of the spiritual life ot a peo])Io when they do not supply a

Priesthood drawn from their own sons. The best r.nd most

faithful seed muNt decay and die if it gets little or no noui-ish-

nient from the soil into which it i-^ cast.

It can truly be affirmed that the Church will never be fii'mly

established in this country until itposseswes a native Priesthood

—

until it is interlaced with the feelin;i^s,alfections, and natural habits

ot the peo[)le— until, in Hue, it is made "i-acy of the soil," lik.e some

i^iant oak tint has ^I'own gradually up in our forests, spreading

its roots abroad, and driving them deep into the soil and deriving

therefrom its sap and nourishment, until it has acquired the

sturdy sti'ength and magnificent ])roportions and fadeless dura-

bility that bid defiance to the fier(;est storms.

We, therefore, most earnestly enti-eat Christian pai'onts to

encourage those of their children whom God may call to

the high and holy life of the Priesthood, and to help them ac-

cording to their means, to I'each that cherished object of their

heai'ts.

Wo exhort the pastors of souls to have special care of tho

youner boys who, in their ojiinion, i;ive signs of a divine voca,

tion to the Holy IVEinistr}"; to encourage and befriend them-

and lead them on to piety and tlie love of God.

Finally, we call on pastors and people to co-operate in making
tho annual collection for ecclesiastical etlucation a generous

one. Each famil\' in the Diocese ought to conti'ibuto, at least)

fifty cents annually foi- this ])urpose. This sum is, in itself, in-

significant, and w luld not be oppressive to the poorest families,

but yet, in the aggregate, it would create a fund which would

enable the Jiisho]), not only to educate theological student-, but

also to encourage and help desei'ving students who are not so

far advanced, and who have little or no means of prosecuting

their studies; and there ai'o many such in the Diocese.

We <'ontidentl_y count upon jiriests and people to co-opei'ate

loyally and heartily with us in this important matter, and thus

enable us to discharge efficiently one of the weightiest and most

essential duties (if nuv oi)iscopal office.


