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erating the passage cf the Bill through this
House wiii ýbe to deai with it by the Coin-
miittee of the Whole House.

I amn having very full explanations of
the different amendments te the exisling
iaw printed, whici I arn sure will prove of
service and advantage te ail honourable
gentlemen who care to study the Act as it
is proposed to consolidate and amend it.
I hope that these expianations xviii be
prin-ted and ready for distribution by the
time ive proceed with the consideration cf
the Bill in committee.

For the information cf honourabie gen-
tlemen %who may flot have been in the
House or who inay fot have attended the
meeting-s cf the committee last session, 1
would say that the consideration of the
Bill by the comnmittee cf last session xvas
ahnost conîpleted at bie fimie cf proroga-
tion. I have no doubt that had there been
two or three more sittings cf the commit-
tee w'e shouid have been in a position te
report te the Chamber the Bill in its en-,
tirety.

With these explanations, honourab]e gen-
tlemen, and in anticipation cf your being
furnished with a brief as to ail the changes
we propose making in the Aot, I intend ite
in-ove that this Bill be referred te the 0Cm-
mittee of the Whoie House for consideration
to-mcrrow.

Hon. HEWITT BOSTOCK: Honcurable
gentlemen, we spent.censiderable tîme and
did a great deai cf work on this Bill iast
session. As 'honourabie gentlemen know,
it has a tremendous number cf clauses and
xviii ]ikeiy require considerable time for
consideration. The honourabie leader cf
the Guverirment has said that this session
is net likeiv te be a long- one, and the ques-
tion has occurred te nie whether the Bill
is likeiy te become law this session or net.
The honourable leader cf the Government
has net said anything- about the Gcvern-
ment's raiiway policy at the present time.
This Bill, being- a general raiiway mea-
sure, might have te be con-ederablv amend-
ed if the poiicy which it has been su.-
gaested the Goverrament mig-ht adopt wiV)h
regard te the railways cf the country shouid
be put into force. After w-e had spent much
time over a Bill requiring a grieat deai cf
consideration, we shouId. find that the
whole poiicy cf the Act would have te -be
cahanged if the Government were te take
over practically ail the raiiway-s cf the
country and have them operated as Gov-
erniment raiiways or under Government
control. The whole situation wouid be very
different frorn that xvhich we are consider-
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ing to-day. It seemas teo me that the Gov-
erniment might have made some statement
before asking us te proceed witbh this Bill.
Since the Railway Bill was introd.uced hast
session the pelicy of the Government with
regard te the Canadian Northern raiiway
bas been announced up te a certain point,
but 1 do net think anyvbody is quite clear
at the present moment as te what is thec
condition of things with regard te tihat rail-
way--whether it is actually being xun by
the Government or is stili managed by a
board, the Government suppiying the
meney for the purpose cf carrying on the
business cf the raiiway. These are ques-
tions about which we really sbouid have
seme information -when we are considering
the clauses of this Bill.

Another question that eccurs te my mind
is that regarding inatters like telephones
and telegraphs. These matters are deait
with in clauses cf tihe Bill which apply te
ail telephone and teilegraph companies,
whether they are connected with railways
or are separate companies altegether. It
has occurred toý nie that this wouid realy
be better legisiation if those companies
that are simpiy operating tel egraph- or tele-
phone lines, apart aitogether from railways,
were geverned by a general teiegraph or
telephone Act, and if the clauses cf the
Railway Act were te deai with-telephone
and telegraph-compan-ies only in ýse far as
thev are connected witb railways. The same
observation applies te Vihe power cempanies.
The tendency since the establishment of the
Raiiway Commission seems te have been
to bringa ail such matters under that comn-
mission and, inasmuch as they are brought
under the one commission, te include ai
legaislation cf this kind in one Act. This ten-
dency seems hiable to lead to a certain
amount cf difficuity and confusion in deal-
ing wi th legisiation. A Bill is dTafted wiùh
the idea, at the -beginning., of legisiati ng
soeey for raiiways, and then clauses are in-
serted which deal with cempanies having
nothingc te do with railways. It wouid be
better te pass separate Acts, and te con-
fine this legisiation simpiy te railways andi
matters conne-cted with railway work. Those
are points which I thînk shculd 'be taken
into careful consideration.

The honouTabie leader of the Governnment
bas said that he ds giving us a statement
showing the alterations and additions that
are made in, the Bill, but I do net flnd in
this Bill as it is printed to-day any noti-
fication showing the actual changes made
in the clauses. It would be easier for us
te consider it if the clauses cf the Bill were


