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west, they will see that it is completed atan early date at the east end too.

thON. M. MINNES (B. C.)-I hopethe hon. gentleman will allow me to correctan error into which he has fallen. He statesthat the Population of British Columbia
is only 20,000. If he will look at thecensus.of 1881 he will find that the popu-lation is very much larger.

HaoN. MR. POWER-The white popu-lation.

ION. MR. McINNES-I am notspeaking of the white population; neitherdo I th nk, when the population of Nova
thota or any other province is mentioned,that any distinction is made between white,black and red. The population of British
'Columbia is nearer 75,000 than 20,000.

lON. MR. POWER-Perhaps I over-stated the number of whites and under-.Stated the number of Indians. I do notthnk the Indians are likely to give muchtrade to the Canadian Pacific Railway.

1ON. MR. McINNES-Yes they do.

-ON. MR. POWER-In case of anOuibreak perhaps they will, but not other-Wise. Coraing from one of the Maritime
Provinces which is largely interested. inthe fisheries question-more largely thanm"Y other province of the Dominion-I
atust confess to a feeling of disappointmentit the tone of the paragraph which dealsWîth that question. It is evident that theGovernment do not feel hopeful of a suc-Cessfuî end to the negotiations for thernewal of the Washington Treaty, andthey speak 0f making provision for the

et.0n 0f our inshore fisheries, by theextension of our present system of marinePolice. presume the English of thatParagraph is that the fishery clauses of theWashngton Treaty will not be renewed,pad that there will be nothing to take theirPlace, of a general character like the former
reciprOcity treaty. Now, why are we in

his Position? It may be that that positionIs an unavoidable one ; but I must say thatc think the course of the Government. in,onnection with this matter has not been
e Which we should approve of. It hasPractically to do.nothing whatever;

and the reason that they gave for doing
nothing was that if they were to attempt
anything it w'ould manifest an anxiety for
the renewal of the treaty, which would
lead the Aniericans to think that we
valued it very highly and that therefore
they should not give it to us. I think, to
begin with, that it is absurd to suppose
that a business-like people like the Ameri-
cans would be governed by considerations
of that sort. If it is clear to the Amenri-
can Government and people that the
Washington Treaty or a wider treaty-a
reciprocity treaty-would be beneficial to
themselves as well as to us, I do not
think they are so silly as to refuse to
negotiate such a treaty because we would
share the benefits derived from it. Here
we have the same government which year
after year excused their doing nothing
towards getting a renewal of the Washing-
ton rreaty or of the reciprocity treaty on
the ground which I have just mentioned,
giving away at the close of the treaty the
whole season of fishing to the Americans
for no consideration whatever. Now what
greater proof could we give of our anxiety
for a renewal of the treaty and our fear of
offending the American people or their
government than to give them for nothing
all the benefits which they enjoyed under
the treaty ? What has been the practical
result of this ? The fishermen of Massa-
chussetts have interpreted this action of our
government as an indication of weakness,
and probably as an indication that our
government did not believe that the fish-
ing rights which the Americans enjoyed
under the treaty were of any great value ;
and, having got them for nothing, they are
able to speak of them as being valueless
and to use that as a strong
argument against a renewal of - the
treaty. If the Government, which had
two years notice of the proposed
abrogation of this treaty, instead of
folding their arms and doing nothing, had
made preparations to deal in a summary
and vigorous way with the American fish-
ermen when the treaty did terminate, and
if in addition to that they had takep pains to
secure such statistics as would have shown
that the Washington Treaty and the pre-
vious Reciprocity Treaty had been of the.
greatest benefit to the United States, then
we would have been in an infinitely better.
position to deal with the United States


