
The Railways [SEINATE] Bill.

for such a fence. The system, I under- HON. MR. LOUGHEED- am quitc
stand, is that on the petition of two-thirds of well aware of the fact that it vould entail
the actual population of a territory, or por- a very large expense on the railway COfl-
tion of a territoi y, the Lieutenant-Governor panies at the present time, and as the
may create that section into a municipality; matter was brought hurriedly before the
so that if there were thirty-three settlers Railway Conmitteewithout sufficient tiie
in a territory, which might be of any topermitofaproper consideration being
extent almost. twenty-two of them could given to it, 1 ar prepared towithdrae
petition the Lieutenant-Governor and get the amendment. on the assurance of th'
the district erected into a municipality, and leader of the buse that the matter will
that would compel any railway company receive the consideration of the Goverfr
whose line passed through that district ment beforo next session.
to fence its entire frontage through
that territory, although there might be HON. Ma B i can are
only a very sparse settlement. low far
the actual needs of these municipalities
require to be met is not very easy to be HON. MR. LOUGHEED-I was about tO
decided in a moment. The law provides direct the attention of the House to a difl
fully for ordinary municipalities, and com- culty which has arisen in Manitoba, owing
pels the fencing of the frontage of a rail- to the construction placed upon the Rail-
way on both aides in these municipalities, was Act by one of the regiatrars under
and, I think, by a subsequent clause, re- the Torrens Act. I understand the attOn-
quires further fencing where there are
settlers. The railway companies are com- directed to the fact. The difficulty arose
pelled to fence. Under these circum- in this way: Under the previous ËailwaY
stances, and considering the enormous Act, before the consolidation of 1888, it
magnitude of what my hon. friend pro- was contended that powers were not givef
poses to impose on the railway companies, at that time to the railway companica tO
I should hesitate to accept his amendment. acquire lands by purchase. Certain towIl
I undertake to say that the question will sites had been acquired by purchase bV
be looked into, and we wilt endeavor to the C. P. R. Co., and were afterwards sold.
ascertain how far we can give additional On application of the purchasers for ti
protection to tracts of country not organ- certificate of titie under the Torrens Act
ized into municipalities as contemplated a difflculty thus alose. It was held bY
by the Act as it stands, but at this moment the registrar that the railway companIeS
I could not undertake to accept an amend- not having the power to purchase those
ment of such enormous importance as lands, they therefore had not the power to
this. sel and to make titie to same, and hence

HON. MR. POWER-The object of the a certificate could fot be issued under the
hon. gentleman from Cal gary might be Act. The attention of the leader of the
met by applying to the Territories the bouse, I understand, bas been directed W
provi-ions which apply to the Maritime it, and a suggestion was made that section
Provinces now. 1 of this amending Act should be S0

amended as to meet the difficulty whichl
HON. MR. ABBOTT- I think the law had arisen, making the law retroactive tO

says that now with respect to the whole reach the transactions which have already
country. taken place.

HoN. MR. POWER-It provides that at
the time of the construction of a railway
the company shall make a fence where the been direeted to this question, but I doubt
land is occupied; but there does not seem if the difficulty really exista, exept, er
to be any provision for a case where themd of the reia h
lands are not occupied until after the con- General Railway Act whioh was in force
struction of the railway. previous to the Revised Statutes containS

a clause which authorizes a railway corn-
HoN. MR. ABBOTT-I think there is a pany desiring to acquire land for its star

clause which com pels them to construct a tions or other conveniences to acquire
fonce on six mont s'notice. lar'aernortion of o lnd than it n om- if bv
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