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March 24, 1994

Oral Questions

GREECE INDEPENDENCE DAY

Mrs. Eleni Bakopanos (Saint-Denis): Mr. Speaker, this
weekend more than 40,000 Canadians of Hellenic origin from
all parts of Montreal will be in my riding of Saint-Denis
celebrating the anniversary of Greece’s independence day on
March 25, 1821 and the establishment of the modern Greek
state.

[Translation]

But this year, Mr. Speaker, Canadians of Hellenic origin have
something more to celebrate.

[English]

On behalf of my constituents of Hellenic origin I wish to
thank our government for playing an important role in the
Balkan crisis not only in providing peacekeeping forces in the
region but for encouraging all neighbouring states to seek
peaceful resolution to their conflicts.

We are proud that Canada is supportive in helping to resolve
the differences between Greece and its neighbours.

[Translation)

I would like to conclude by offering my most sincere congrat-
ulations to the members of the Hellenic community in my
riding, as well as to all Canadians of Greek origin, on this
important day.

Zito o Kanadas!
[English]

Long live Canada.

MIGRANT WORKERS

Mr. Alex Shepherd (Durham): Mr. Speaker, the township of
Uxbridge is a largely rural municipality in my riding. The
municipality is currently being asked to rezone land to allow for
an influx of migrant workers in order to harvest 1994 crops.

These migrant workers are brought to our country under a
program administered by the Canada Employment Commission.
In the case of Ontario for the 1993 season this program was
responsible for the importation of over 9,000 workers.

Many farm organizations claim that they need this workforce
to address the seasonality of their industry. I note that many of
our industries have seasonal fluctuations such as construction
and tourism and that these industries do not require the importa-
tion of labour. Others question the reluctance of Canadians to
perform this type of work.

I wonder with our current high levels of unemployment and
social assistance whether farm organizations and the Canada
Employment Commission could review this process with a view
to hiring Canadians.
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT

Miss Deborah Grey (Beaver River): Mr. Speaker, we have
been in this House since January 17 and Canadians have been
watching this government to see what, if anything, would be
done differently.

What an incredible disappointment it must be for Canadians
to realize that the promises of a new way of governing would
guide and shape the activities of this government were not to be
kept.

Members opposite are a mirror image of their predecessors. It
is simply business as usual. The pork barrel is full. The trough
has been topped up. Budget forecasting is still less effective and
reliable than weather forecasting.

Junkets are still a pleasant reward and used to keep the
backbenchers in line. Questionable handouts to business, busi-
ness as usual. Laughable handouts to special interest groups and
pressure groups continue.

How Canadians must lament when they watch this govern-
ment day to day and see the evidence mounting that it is simply
business as usual.
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[Translation)

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE REFORM

Mr. Michel Gauthier (Roberval): Mr. Speaker, not only has
the business community reacted negatively to the budget
brought down by the Minister of Finance, but we also learned
this morning that three out of four Quebecers are disappointed
with the budget because it will not make the economy stronger.

The three major unions in Quebec have asked the government
to delay implementing the measures restricting unemployment
insurance until a genuine comprehensive debate is held on social
program reform.

Does the Minister of Finance intend to postpone, as requested
by the three major Quebec unions, the UI measures announced
in his budget until such time as genuine consultation on the
reform process has taken place?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance and Minister
responsible for the Federal Office of Regional Develop-



