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tbe différence is between the Special Employment Initiatives
Program, whicb is supposed to be fast tracking, wbich bas no
public iniput, wbicb bas only iniput from regional Ministers,
and the other four streains of bis employment initiatives?

Hon. John Roberts (Minister of Empioyment and Immigra-
tion): Mr. Speaker, there are several questions posed. Tbe
answer to the first one is that the list wili flot be an expurgated
list. The list wiii flot oniy be the one be asked for but one
whicb is brought up as close to date as possible.

The answer to the second part of the Hon. Member's
question is that tbe projects are suggested flot oniy by regional
Ministers, but are suggested by Departments, by Members of
Parliament, by municipaiities, and by a variety of agencies. No
one is precluded from making suggestions as to projects wbich
sbould be funded.

LISTING 0F PROJECTS

Hon. James A. McGrath (St. John's East): Mr. Speaker, it
is important that the Minister come dlean with tbis House
because bis credibîiity is at stake. Tbe wbole concept of
accountability is at stake here. We are taiking about $300
million of public money whicb this Government bas not
accounted for to this House. I ask the Minister, wbose credibil-
ity is on the line-be bas already toid us tbat $288 million of
this $300 million bas been spent-be bas toid us that there
bave been 844 projects approved-wby is it that be wili flot
release to this House, and to the public of Canada, the projects
wbicb bave been approved. Wbat is be trying to bide?

Hon. John Roberts (Minister of Empioyment and Immigra-
tion): Mr. Speaker, 1 amrnfot trying to bide anytbing. As I
indicated to the House yesterday, 1 arn going to provide the list
of projects-

An Hon. Member: Wben?

Mr. Roberts: If the Hon. Member wbo asks wben bad been
in the House yesterday be would bave remembered that I said
i wouid try to provide it by Monday next, anid perhaps even
cariier than that, if I arn able to do so. 1 remind the bon.
gentleman who bas posed the question that it is not only my
credibiiity at stake. He reminds me a littie of Queen Marie of
Austria of wbom it was said, "She cried and cried, and took
and took." On one band, the Hon. Member is now decrying
this program to me in the House. On the other hand, be sent
me a letter yesterday asking me to fund projects in bis riding
under that program.

GRANT TO COVENANT HOUSE, IN TORONTO

Hon. David Crombie (Rosedale): Mr. Speaker, my question
is also for the Minister of Employment and Immigration. As
the Minister may know, on December 8, 1983, the Liberal
Member for York Soutb-Weston announced in a press release
that there was a grant of $230,000 to go to Covenant House in
downtown Toronto, in the riding of Rosedale. Apparently she

had, on bebaif of the Minister, negotiated that grant during
the montbs of October and November. At the same time 1 was
negotiating witb the Minister's own officiais for 32 projects in
my riding. i can assure the Minister that during ail of tliat
time neither 1 nor bis officias-I checked this morning-knew
of the fund the Minister is now taiking about.

* (1420)

In short, behind my back, whiie I was negotiating for 32
projects in my own riding, the Liberal Member for York
Soutb-Weston, on behaîf of the Minister, was able to negotiate
a $230,000 grant. Does the Minister tbink that is an honest,
fair process? Is that what he tbinks this democracy is about?

Hon. John Roberts (Minister of Empioyment and Immigra-
tion): Mr. Speaker, the answer to the first part of the question
is no. I had flot remembered that announcement. 1 think that i
probabiy would be glad it was made. Is the Hon. Member
suggesting he wouid prefer not to have that project take place
in bis constituency? If tbe Hon. Member is suggesting tbat
because be has projects which be wishes to pursue, and whicb
he is properly discussing with civil servants, then every other
Member of Parliament is preciuded from taiking about
projects which will take place in Toronto, tben I tbink he is
dernanding for himseif a roie of veto inappropriate to his
position as a Member of Pariiament.

ROLE 0F OFFICIALS

Hon. David Crombie (Rosedaie): Mr. Speaker, if the Minis-
ter wants to caii bis own officiais in Toronto, as 1 did this
morning, he wiil find out it was flot oniy me and other
Members of tbis House but bis own officiaIs in Toronto, ail
three of them, who deai witb aul job creation projects, were
unaware of the fund tbe Minister and bis Liberai friends in
caucus were able to get. In sbort, what tbe Minister bas done
is totally circumvent any public accountabiiity or process.
Tbere were 32 projects wbich were very important in my
riding, and the same applies to other ridings. You do flot have
to know-you sbouid flot have to know-a Minister of the
Crown in order to get a job grant.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, bear!

Hon. John Roberts (Minister of Empioyment and Immigra-
tion): Mr. Speaker, the Hon. Member wbo posed the question
is, i believe, a very serious and responsibie Member of Parlia-
ment; therefore i take bis aliegation seriousiy. i would say tbat
I wouid be very surprised if I found on verification the facts
wbich be bas given to the House are flot that entirely accurate,
but i wiil pay bim the respect of tryirïg to ensure wbetber bis
version is indeed entirely accurate.

SPECIAL RECOVERY CAPITAL PROJECTS PROGRAM-AMOLJNT
0F EXPENDITURES

Mr. Nelson A. Riis (Kamioops-Shuswap): Mr. Speaker, i
want to shift attention to the Special Recovery Capital
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