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home of the world famous Armstrong brothers standard bred
brecding farm, which is the home of the Armbro horses who
win their share of purses at standard bred tracks around the
world. In memory of the late Elgin Armstrong and Ted
Armstrong, the founding brothers, a new multi-million dollar
facility was opened recently just north of Brampton by the
premier. Elgin Armstrong's son, Charles, is now running the
Armstrong business and was named businessman of the year
this past week by the Brampton board of trade. My congratu-
lations to Charles.

You can sec, Mr. Speaker, that I represent an exciting and
growing part of the province of Ontario and I look forward to
representing it for many years. Seated geographically to your
left-and, I might add, well placed, because that is where they
all are politically-are a group of hon. members who like to
talk about redistributing wcalth, a very worth-while ideal. But
all of them want to redistribute the wealth before it is made.

The new Government of Canada clearly recognizes that we
cannot redistribute what we have not first created. The previ-
ous administration tried, heaven knows they tried, and in doing
so, plunged this country into a deficit that is costing every
Canadian taxpayer $700 per year just to pay the interest,
never mind paying back the capital that is owing. It is the
fastest rising cost in government. What a legacy to leave the
young people of Canada! We in the government plan to rectify
this situation so we can proudly say to our young people,
"Here, take this country, we pass it on to you in great shape
without that albatross, that huge debt, to drag you down."

There are a number of items on my checklist that this
government and the people of Canada must do to reduce the
debt and tackle inflation. We must realize that there is some-
thing decidedly illogical about demanding at one and the same
time more and more government services, less and less taxa-
tion, higher and higher living standards and the adoption of a
zero growth economic approach. We must tackle our balance
of payment problem by recognizing that we arc a trading
nation with a pressing need for a healthy, vigorous and produc-
tive manufacturing sector. We must recognize the crucial role
of profits and of other forms of savings in making this possible.
Profit on this side of the House is not a dirty word. We must
create a fair and just environment for the foreign capital
which, like it or not, we are going to require in the future.
Most important of all. we must create the type of domestic
climate that will provide individual Canadians with the incen-
tive and ability to furnish more and more of their country's
capital needs. We must recognize that we cannot allow our
unit costs of production to get out of step with those of our
major trading partners, and we must realize the irreparable
damage which indiscriminate and irresponsible use of the
strike weapon-whatever its short term gain to the partici-
pants-will do to our ability to survive in the international
marketplace.

We must move quickly to reduce significantly our per capita
consumption of energy through appropriate conservation
measures. We must now tap our frontier resources and mount
a massive effort to develop alternative energy technologies.

[Mr. McDermid.]

Above al., and I say this for my friends on the socialist side of
the House, we on this side will not stop apologizing for the
enterprise system, as they like to do. Any economic system
that can deliver what ours has, despite the roadblocks that
have been consistently thrown in its way, has a great deal
going for it.

It is trendy and chic in certain quarters to continually
castigate our economic way of life for the way in which il
supposedly favours the privileged at the expense of the under-
privileged. Any objective and unbiased analysis of Canada's
social development policies and income redistribution pro-
grams, however, will quickly give the lie to such an assertion.
Furthermore, I would remind those who persist in perpetuating
this myth that there is probably no greater injustice that a
society can perpetuate on the weak and helpless than to erode
the will and initiative of the enterprising and the strong.
* (1610)

I must also confess to some degree of bewilderment at the
proposition put forward by the opposition parties that the road
to economic salvation lies in ever-increasing government
involvement in the workings of the competitive enterprise
system. It is well established that the highest living standards
are enjoyed by nations where the enterprise system predomi-
nates. On the other hand, countries where state capitalism is
the vogue are certainly not noted cither for their high standard
of living or for the efficient and equitable distribution of goods
and services. In an article outlining the superiority of the
market economy, Gottfried Haverler, professor of internation-
al trade at Harvard University, asks:

How else is one to explain the wide difference in living standards that exists
between West and East Germany; between Greece and Yugoslavia; and between
Austria and Czechosiovakia, bearing in mind that the paired in each case
enjoyed comparable living standards in the pre-communist past.

Certainly our competitive enterprise system may have its
faults and shortcomings, and we should not hesitate to move in
order to correct them, but ]et us not ]ose sight of our system's
strengths--its respect for the dignity of human achievement,
its rejection of the indignity of human enslavement and its
uncanny ability to harness the power of human endeavour
toward the realization of common goals. It is these basic and
fundamental strengths that provide the competitive enterprise
system with its aura of perpetual relevance, which in turn
forms the core of its superiority over all other forms of
economic endeavour. And this human achievement, the
strengths of our system, will be allowed to flourish under this
government. That is what the message is in the Speech from
the Throne delivered so capably by His Excellency the Gover-
nor General.

There are many other aspects of the Speech from the
Throne that please me, and in particular the statement that
"in co-operation with the provinces and industry, a national
tourism strategy will be developed". I have had the pleasure of
chairing a caucus committee on tourism this past number of
weeks. We met with the Canadian government office of tour-
ism, provincial government officials of tourism and many
members of the private sector involved in this important
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