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the leg-islation which is now before the house,
and which has beco hefore it ail these years
in dcaiing with matters of this kind. May I
point eut te the hion. member for Vancouver-
Burrard that the reserv os of the people have
vanislied. I arn speaking of a certain class
cf individuals who put away a little rnoney,
buit homcs and were net able te pay their
taxes. This is the dang-erous feature of the
matter. There have always been in Canada
a couple of hundred thousand unempleyed,
or thereabents. Scason'îi unempicyment bas
always bcen apparent. In days gene by the
work tlicsc pcople did in the summer and
early fail cnabled thern te go through until
the next spring. when work again cornmeneed.
But new, having been plaeed upen relief by
the cities and provinces, they have ne incen-
tix e te save, when they de work during the
sumnmer and fali, te carry them through the
next winter. Thc'y know they wiil be taken
care of on, shahl 1 say, a more genereus scale
of apportionment of food and clothing than
they hav e gained by their oxvn efforts, or
throughi savings they have macle during, the
sommer and faîl. I amn assired by social
werkers that in serne of enr large cities that
is a fact whieh cannot be controverted.

Under those circurnstances the problem be-
cornes nuch more acide than it ever bas been.
Thesc twoe hundred theusand w'ho nornîaily
are net crnployed during part of the year
have now hecome recipients of relief diiring
their seasonal uncmpioyrnent, and until sorne
drastie action is taken thcy probably will
continue te ha in that position. I take it
that that is the rcasnn flic minister said the
otheî' day hoe is se anxieus te get the rnachinery
set in motion-I believe it xvas one newspaper
whichi cîsd the expression-te purge the relief
lists. HIe sai(l that hoe wanted te find eut
those who were properiy cntitled te relief as
epposed te these who are werking a racket
fer the purpose cf receiving mency froin a city
or rnunicipality. At least that w as said te ho
the situation in davs gene by, and when
investigations wero macle it xvas found te ho
se in sorte instances. but net in very rnany.
It is peinted eut thýat. there are net very
rnany, but of course these few are sufficient
te east discedit upon the wvhole, with the
result fhat xvc have the condition te which
1 have referredc.

1 realize tînt 1 have wandered far afleld,
because cf whiat lias been said by rny right
hon. friend. I wish te make it abundantly
clear, however, that so far as this iegisiation
is concernedJ 1 cannet but look upen it as
being legislation which vests powers in an

irrespensible body and which, had it been
introdueed and put through parliament by
the precnt opposition while in office, would
have been regarded as a usurpation of the
powers of parliament.

Mr. MACKENZIE RING: May I refer
te the conciuding words of rny right hon.
friend and rernind him that what hoe is now
saying- we have done is the very thing which
he did, as one of the last acts for whieh ho was
rcsponsible in the last session of parliament.

My right hion. friend introduced a bill to
eitablish the economic council of Canada.

Mr. BENNETT: ilear, hear.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: The bill pro-
vided,-

3. That there shall be an honorary advisory
coutncil on social andi ecoaolnic questions which
shall be lkoowni as the cecooe couicil of
Canada.

4. (1) The council shahl consist of the min-
ister, who shall ho the chairman, and fteen
memibcrs who shial ho appointed hy tihe
governor in council.

Mr. BENNETT: And I go further, and de-
scribe who they were-certain civil servants.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: The description
docs net alter the principle. However, se that
my right hion. friend rnay not th nk that I
arn sceking to cvade anything, and se that
the house may have the henefit of knowing
wvhat is in the section, I shall road it:

(2) The mcmbers of the council shall be
selected from,

(a) officers of the public service of Canada,
flot exceo(ifg scven in niumber, whose admin-
istrative duties require consideration of social
or cconornic problems;

(b) representatives of erganizod bodies of a
social or oconemie character, net excecding
five in numiber;

(c) otlicr persons hiaving special experience
or kniowicdge in connectioîî with social or
economiie probiems, not exceeding three in
nuaiber.

Lct us sec what the duties are te be.
6. l'lhe duties of the council shall ho te

discliarge snicb iutics of an advisory character
as the cbiairmnaii inay rcquest tlhcm te under-
taike and particniarly. without limiting the
gencrality of the foregoing.

(a) te study. investigate, report and advise
upon ILiestions rei'ating te the general trend
of social or economnie conditions or te any
socýial or econoinie probicmi of Canada, and te
authori7e the investigations in that behiaîf as
hcrciinafter provided;

(b) te miake reeoînmendations te premeote
andi coordinate social and cconioric research
w ithin Canada;

(c) te niakze recommnendations te coordinate
tlîe activities of a social or economie character
ef the severai departrnents of the geverument
of Canada;


