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Mr. BENNE.TT: Each dominion--South
Africa, Australia, indeed, most af them-has
a separate agreement. So you cannot speak
of the matter in that way.

Mr. DUNNING: Ail of them.

Mr. BENNETT: Is there any chance of
thie interfering in any manner with the
development of our own industry? We have
been making desperate efforts ta do some-
thing in this regard. The hion. gentleman
knows what was endeavoured ta, be done in
Saskatchewan.

Mr. D'UN NING:- Yes. I might say for
the information ai the committee tihat the
production of silicate, areeniate, and chlorate
of soda has been materially inereased since
the conference, but in moet cases the figures
are not available because fewer than three
firmes are yet reporting.

Mr. BENNETT: What are the United
States rates on these items, at present and
prior ta 1930?

Mr. DUNNING: The present United
States rates are three-eighths af a cent, 14
cents, three cents, 4ý cents, one cent, li
cents, two cents. That is, for the varioýus
kinds of soda.

Mr. BENNETT:
before 1930?

What were the rates

Mr. DUNNING: No change.

Mr. STEWART.
pound?

Those rates are per

Mr. DUNNING: Yes.

Mr. STEWART: Has the minister any
record ai the exporte ai these commodities
ta the Un.ited States?

Mr. DUNNING: Na; we are just com-
mencing production in Canada.

Item agreed ta.

Customs tarif -213. Acetie acid, containing
by weight more than 65 per centum of acetie
acid. 11 rente per pound.

Mr. DUNNING: Acetie acid is af in-
creasing importance. Our importe amounted
ta $900, and our exporte ta $3,050.000, pro-
duced altogether, I think, by a firmn in
Q uebec. The duty arranged for here is
reciprocal with that in the United States.
Our great market for thie cammodity is in
the United States.

Mr. BENNETIT: What is the present
Canadian duty on acetic acid caming in from
the United States?

[Mr. Dunning.]

Mr. DUNNING: Our duties are ten,
l2ý and fifteen cents per gallon up ta the
strength of proof.

Mr. BENNETT': And that is the samne
item we are now reducing ta 1* cents per
pound?

Mr. DUNNING: Yes; but there is a com-
plication because for each degree oi strength
over praof the duties are one and one-hali
cents, one and three-quarter cents and two
cents per gallon. That would be in the
neighbourhood of one dollar per pound. We
are binding this ta the one and a quarter
cents per pound.

Mr. BENNETT: Is that not a rather
seriaus thing ta do?

Mr. DUNNING: The concession from the
United States is regarded as of great import-
ance ta this industry. The rate is reciprocal.

Mr. MacNICOL: Bow much does a gallon
weigh?

Mr. DUNNING: About ten pounds.

Item agreed ta.

Customs tariff 236. Surgical dressings, anti-
septie or aseptie, including absorbent cotton,
lot. lamb's wool. tow, jute, oakum, woven
fabrie oi cotton weighing nat more than seven
and one-half pounds per one hundred square
yards, whether imported singly or in combina-
tion one with another, but not stitched or
otherwjse manufactured; surgical trusses and
suspensory bandages of aIl kinds; sanitary
napkins, spinal braces and abdominal supports,
25 per cent.

Mr. DUNNING: This is binding the inter-
mediate tariff.

Mr. BENNETT: This is a reduction ai
ten per cent and I beliex-e this matter is oi
considerable importance ta Canada. Most
ai these articles are now being produced ln
this country in branch plants oi well known
British and American firms. I arn rather
curiaus ta see what the effect ai this reduction
of ten per cent will be upon branch factories
laeated near the barder in western Ontario
and in other sections ai t.he dominion. The
production oi surgical dressings and ather
articles ai this sort is of great interest ta
cauntries in whicli cotton ie grown and the
many toran'ch factories ai the American in-
dustry will now be caniron.ted with this re-
duction ai ten per cent; instead ai a thirty-five
per cent protection they will now have anly
twenty-five per cent. 1 arn curiaus ta know
what aur importations were under the thirty-
five per cent tariff.

Mr. DUNNJNG: Priar ta 1932 the maxi-
mum rate tînder the general tariff was anly
twenty per cent, so that the prescrnt rate will


