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Mr. STEV ENS: The hon. member bas made
himself perfectly clear. In the first place,
the passing or the non-passing of this agree-
ment does flot affect to the extent of one
iota the present status of the Howe Sound
Copper Mining Comnpany. Let us have that
clear.

Mr. MUNN: But they have te pay four
cents per pound duty.

Mr. STEVENS: I wilt corne to the four
cents in a moment. It does flot alter the
status of the company one iota. The point rny
hbon. friend is making, and for which I wish
to thank hin-because it is rather refrcsing-
is that the advantages of this agreemnent se
far as copper is concerned are so valuable
that if the Howe Sound Copper Mining Cern-
pany finds itself unable to avail itsetf of thern,
its business in competition with other firrns
wvill be seriously affected.

There are two big producers in British
Columbia, at Anyox and Howe Sound. I do
flot believe the Trait smetters are smelting
much copper just now. At Anyox the copper
is reduced to a blister copper condition. That
mine witI enjoy the fuit four-cent preference;
it witt have fuit enjoymcnt of the preference
which my hon. friend bas now assured us
is of very great value, and for which infor-
mation 1 thank hirn. They witt receive the
'benefit hecause they ship that blister copper to
Tacoma where it is refined, and it goes on to
'Great Britain. Under the British regutations
copper treated in that way is adrnitted free.
On the other hand the Howe Sound Copper
Mining Comnpany, which produces copper con-
centrates which in turn are shipped to Tacorna,
and there smetted and refined, wilt not enjoy
the henefits of the British regutations. Because
they are not srnetting in Canada they do not
receive the benefit for which provision is made
in the agreemnent. Let us have this etear: We
are flot in any way interfering with the busi-
ness of the Howe Sound Copper Mining Corn-
pany. The onty point is that that company
by its process of srnetting its ores in Tacoma
is unabte to qualify for the preference.

Mr. MIJNN: The minister is ptacing a
duty, or asking- Great Britaîn to place a duty,
on their product. They are placed in that
position. I arn net criticizing, but I arn asking
-whether it would flot be possible to have the
regutation changed se that they wou]d not be
penalized.

Mr. STEVE NS: There are ways in which it
coutd be done. For instance, the Howe Sound
Copper Mining Comnpany coutd have a
smetter in British Columbia.

[Mr. Muen.]

Mr. MUNN: Why ask themn te go te that
expense at a time tike this?

Mr. STEVENS: And, by the way, I think
tbey ought te have had one in British Colum-
bia years ago. 1 have always held that
opinion, and stated it ctearly. The hon. rnem-
ber who defeated me s0 vigorousty will recai
tbat he, 1 and others have taken the stand
that the srnelting should have been donc in
British Columbia.

Mr. EULER: What is the other way?

Mr. STEVENS: The other way is that they
mnight inake an arrangement with the Anyox
smelters se tbat concentrates coutd be shipped
te Anyox. I do net think the cost of shiprnent
te Anyox weuld be rnuch greater than ship-
ment te Tacuma. The chief cost of moving
the goods is in toading and untoading. I
betieve in one instance the distance would be
about fix e hundred mites north, whereas in
the etber it woutd be about one hundred and
sixty mites south.

At six o'ctock tbe cornrittee took recess.

After Recess
The cemmittee resumed at eight o'ctock.

Mr. MI'NN: Befere recess I was speaking
of the copper situation as it affects British
Columbia, with especiat reference te the Howe
Sound Copper Mining Company, which is
tocatud in North Vancouver. Se that I witl
net be mistinderstoed let me repeat that my
questien xvas wvhether it weuld ho pessible
for this cempany te centinue te have its
cencentrates refined in bend at Tacoma, where
they have been rcfined for the tast twenty
years, and then get access te tbe British
mnarket under the preference. if that cannot
be donc it puts tbe company in this position:
If they continue shipping te Tacerna, when
the copper is sent te Great Britain it vill
bave te pay tbe duty. This is the biggest
copper mine in the British Empire. It might
be said tbat they should build a srnetter of
their exvn. W/e sheuld be very glad te sc
tbem do se; wc hepe that serne day they will
buitd a srnetter, but we do net think it xvoutd
be fair te ask thema te undertake a capital
expenditxîîe of tbat magnitude at this tirne.
I know the geverinent want te bietp tbat
industry, and I sheuld like te know if it wou]d
be possible te extend te that cornpany the
piivilege ef having these concentrates srnelted
in Tacoma, and have tbe copper enter the
British markct under tbis preference.


