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impetus to the fia3ç Industry, but after that
date the acreage declined .considerably. This
was mainly due to the low price at which coin-
mon or medium flaxes were imported. from
-Rus!ia, and the auperior quality of thuse im-
ported fromn Belgium. Even before the war,
therefore, the generai situation of the trade
with regard ta the supply of lit raw materlal
was beooming unsatisfactory. Consumption
had overtaken production, and manufacturera
were faced wlth scarcity.

The commtttee acon realized that the problern
of increasing the production of flax was flot
only an agricultural but an industrial one.
Given a supply of seed, excellent fiax can be
grown in many parts of the Empire, and the
United Kingdom itself 18 probably unsurpassed
both In soil and climate for the growth af
flax. The real difficulty arisesl from the fact
that the harvesting of the crop and Its pre-
paration for the spinning mille Involve a de-
mand for labour which de difficuit ta meet
under the present system of working in coun-
tries such as the United Kingdom, where labour
la scarce and dear. No such difflculty arises
in the production of seeld, either for linseed or
for sowing for fibre. Where no attempt la
made ta recover the fibre, as ia Western Canada,
the crop can be harvested and threshed by the
ordinary machinery used for ail cerea! cropa.
[t remains ta be seen, however, whether it
:wOuld be profitable ta do so In -the United
KIngdom.

If there la ta be any permanent Increase of
the acreage under flax in the United Kingd8m,
there, will have to be an entire, change In the
syatemn under whidh the crop has formerly been
grown and handled. Under the systemn pre-
vailing in Ireland, the farmer not only grows
the fiax but also puts It through the first manu-
facturing prOceas, known as Ilretting."1 The
next process, known as Ilscutching,11 la also
done In amnail local scutching mnills, generally
on account of the fariner. Thus what thegrawer selle la not simnply .raw material, but
a partly manufactured article, the trade being
in this respect almost unIque. The objection
t'O this sYstem la that In effect it limite theproduction and greatly' restricta the poaaibllity
O! imProvement in the quality of the product.
Where retting la done entirely under natural
conditions, L.e., without artificial heating of the
water, the procesa la necesaarily limited ta
that portion of the year during which the
natural temperature of the water la sufficiently
igh ta allaw of the retting being aatisfactorily

dione. The desirefi teznperature of between aixty
and eilhty degrees Fahrenheit can only be
obtained naturally in Ireland during a very
limited period in sum*mer and autumn. This
meana that the amaunt af the croly that can
be handled la restricted by the anount of labour
available ta rush the crop through the retting
pracesa in that llmlted perod. This again
reaots upan the quality o! the crop. It la said
that awing to the rush of the work, and also
ta the lack of scientiflc knowledge and expert
,skill which cannot be expected of amaîl farmera,
the quality of the product la seriausly Impaired.
.Again, the amall scutching milîs which have
to be scattered. ail over the flax-growing dis-
tricts, are probably far from perfect In their
equipment and the skill o! their labour, which
resulta In a loas both of quantity and quality
in the fiax turned out, for bad handling means
ýan undue proportion of tow, .which, of course,
means a corresponding lase o! good flax.

It haa now became generally accepted that
ta Meet tliis difficulty it la necesaary to Intro-

duce an entirely new method, which bas al-
ready 'been instituted in varlous experimiental
areas, sorne of which date back considerably
before the war. The new systemn la that the
flax should be bought fromn the farmner "on
foot," as [t le called (L.e., as a standing crop
In the field), or delivered pulled and dried, and
that the whole, process of retting and scutching
ahould be undertaken by tihe purchaser, who,
working on a large scale and at centralized
points In well-equipped factorisa, would be able
ta have the best machinery and appliancea of
aIl-kinda for the purpase. At the saine time
by Introducing the process of controlled rettlng
with artificial heating of the water, this systein
would get rid of the limitation of tims Imposedl
by the shortness of the season avaia)ble for
natural retting, so that a longer period 'would
be available for the handliag of the year's crop.

Probably.the greateat permanent difficulty In
securing an adequate production of flax in thiar
oountry, either In Ireland or Great Britain,
la the labour supply for the actual harvesti<g
of the crop. Flax muet, if possible, be pulled,
flot cut. and the difficultY of getting sufficient
labour ta handle the crop just at the time,
when other crops are ready for harvesting, bas.
been go great as ta require in England and Seat-
land apecial arrangements for lmported tem-
porary labour. The measurea uhich have been
adopted at conaiderable expense during war
time would not be available, even if they were
profitable in peace tinte; and It la greatly
desired that soine mechanical means of gettlng
over this difflculty should be discovered. Several
varieties of pulling machines have s0 far been
Praduoed, but ail of thern are apparently still
more or leas In the experixnentai stage. Coin-
plete auccesa ln this direction would, however,
alter alsa the whole question with regard
to flax growing, eapecially In Great Britain.

The point ta which 1 wish ta draw the
attention of the House is that the condi-
tions we find lirre are almost the samne as
they encounter in Great Britain and Ire-
land, and that the difficulties that presenýt
themselves over there to-day are the saine
difficulties that present themselv-es here.
Old, as this industry is, dating back some
two thousand years, it would seem as if
man had not Completely by his ingenuity
developed a machine suitable for the pulling
af this flax in the field. Now, as early as
1916 I saw a machine in operation; iA was
the one ta which the minister referred last
year towards the completion of which the
Government were lending some assistance.
I saw that machiàne working, and representa-
tivea were also present from the British,
United States and other Governments, wha,
were vitally interested in its -development.
At that time I wrote a letter ta the Miriater
of Agriculture and urged that in my opinion
it would be a gaod po1icy-seaing that the
machine was so near a state of perfection
and 5et came short of it--that the best
mechanical expert that could be secured
in the Dominion should be sent ta the
Iocality ta watch the machine at work ih
the field; ta follow it round for a week or


