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I apprehend that the greatest possible re-
spect should be shown to the high position

which he occupies here, and to the fact also,
that in this country, while he occupies that
high position it is impossible for him to
defend himself from attacks that may be
made against him personally. The name
of His Excellency the Governor General
should be as seidom as possible brought
into our discussions.

acts of the gentleman who occupies the
position of Governor General the better. If

reference to his private acts can possibly be .

avoided in the public interest, it is my opin-
ion that they should be avoided.
not say that under all circumsiances this
House would be debarred from discussing.

such a question, but I would strongly urge
the impropriety of discussing the private
the
If possible it should be’

acts or utterances of His Execellency
Governor General.
avoided. and if it is not possible to avoid
it, then it should never be done without the
greatest possible respect for His Excellency.

Mr. POPE.

capacity of Governor General and Lord:
Aberdeen ?

If the matter is not'
a public one, the least we say about the:

I would .

Is it possible for the Gover-
nor General te act in Canada in the dual:

and to adopt those views as their owu. There-
fore. without dwelling on that subject, be-
cause it is apparent how unfair and how
extraordinary it may be if we come to this
in Canada. that there may come to us a
Governor General, an august person, a man
‘bhaving a great influence from the very po-
sition he holds. whq will throw himself into
the 'political arena without any responsibil-
ity whatever, assisting either political party
tin the country, and yet in this position that
i sometimes there will be gentlemen in the
| Government who will accept responsibility
for hinm. and at other times, when it is not
: convenient. they will decline to take any
responsibility whatever. But I wish to
point out that Lord Arberdeen, in speaking
-in Toronto, fell inte the very same error as
hon. gentlemen opposite ; and because of
his ohservations, and what followed them.
I think there is great strength in the posi-
tion of the Opposition that has not been
altogether dwelt upon, as te the change
that is coming over public opinion in Eng-
~land. T.ord Aberdeen. at Toronto. felt that
the policy held by the Canadian Opposition
on the question of preferential trade was
. impraectieable, and he instanced the unfor-
i tunate position in which were the sugar
,pldntem and the sugar trade in the W’est

Sir CHARLES HIBBERT TUPYER. Mr. !  Indies. and the strong claims the p]anterq
Speaker, 1 do not wish to add to any em- i had. and the strong appeals they were mak-
barrassment, by discussing what it is quite  ing to the mother country : but he pointed
clear suggests itself to your inind ; the pro-: out how absolutely 1mp0~zq1ble it was. ow-
priety of Lord Aberdeen speal\m" on ’(hlS: ing to the view that existed in England on
subject at all. That is not the purpose of | the subject of free trade, to expect for them
my reference. 1 want to find out where: ;any relief : and the argument was. how
the Government of the day stand in re- much more hopeless it was for rich and
gard to the gentleman whom they are sup-: ahounding Canada to expect any success
posed to advise. 1 say it is an extraordin- | for preferential traile. TLord Aberdeen's ob-
ary thing—not in regard to Lord Aberdeen——% servations were hardly made when infor-
it is an extraordinary thing that there has: mation came from England giving the im-
come to pass such a condition of affairs as . pression that the English Government does
this : thaton a question which now. perhaps | intend to come to the relief of the sugar
more than any other, divides the two poli- | planters of the West Indies. Since Lord
tical parties in Canada. the Governor Gene- .Ahm'deen was in England a great change
ral can make a speéch on such a subject. ! has come over public opinion there, and
give expression to his views., and vet have l therefore the opinions he expressed on that
no Government and no Minister who will  nccasion exposed the weakness of the ad-
dare to say that he spoke by their authority. , vice so auickly that it should not, T sub-
1 believe myself that there is no precedent mit. under any circumstances weigh with
in the constitutional history of this country. ' the people of this country. The Prime. Min-
at any rate during the Victoriam era, for, ister. however. lays foo much stress upon
such an extraordinary course that a repre- : and attaches too much importance to the
sentative of the Queen is left high and dry. ! views of Mr. Chamberlain. Mr. Chamber-
stranded absolutely, and in such a position | lain is a valuable ally and has seen more
that though he has given his views in the ! auickly perhaps into the subject and its
most positive manner. with all the weight . future importance to the Empire than any

that attaches to his position. to the electors
and public of Canada. he has not now a
Cabinet which will dare to say that he

spoke their views on that ocecasion, and

spoke after consideration with them : forl
venture to suggest that the omnly oeccasion
" on which it might be possible that a gen-
tleman in his position, representing our
Sovereign. could speak, would be after he
had a Cabinet or a Prime Minister ready
to take full responsibility for all that he said

other man in Engiand. The Prime Minis-
ter himself avowed before the election that
he was by no means dismayed. But the
i suceess of the movement depends on no
;one man. No movement of any importance
could hope to succeed if for its success we
looked to the opinions of one man or an-
other, as individuals. We must loock to the
importance of the cause itself. and the
right hon. gentleman. while he is running
away from this subject and changing his




