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as a consequence have not much to fear guerre "Gunhulda" in the columns of the
froni the marriage laws of the Dominion leading journal of Ottawa (the Citizen),
Parliament, the law of divorce excepted; rusbing into the melée and displaying such
but it is to be hoped that this Parliament an amount of learning and ingenuity that
will never follow the example of the Bri- she forced ber antagonist, the valiant
tish Parliament which, to use the lan- Bishop of Ontario, to witldraw from the
guage of an eminent Protestant legal contest. The brilliant success is not sur-
writer (Dr. Redfield) "las degraded the prising; we ail know that the ladies bave
soleninisation of that sacred relation to a style of putting their arguments, which
the level of a mere civil contract, allowing 's simply irresistible. The following
its solemnisation before the civil magis- language of the Countess of Charlemont
trate, and practically abandoning the for- is a fair sample of it :-" Tbere is one
mer daimi of its indissoluility." Noxv, argument," and Lady Charlemont con-
one word with regard to the social objec- siders it a strong one, in favour of such
tions raised by the opponents cf the Bil. marriages, which is, "that now the
It is said that itwill upset happy social rela- fooish opponents thereof say that a
tions and would destroy the relations be- woman would neyer feel safe i admitting
tween brothers and sisters-i-law, the bier sister to oer hoe as a resident, if
free, trutbful and pure feelings witb after tbe -wite's deatb, a marriage between
which. a man regards the sisaer of the widower and the sister were possible.
bis wife. Tliis objection exists to- Tbis is sheer folly," continues this noble
day under the prohibitory laws, lady, IlWby such a degrading idea would.
for these marriages are almost daily prevent ah woman of havinga cousin,
ontracted; publicfeeling is decidedlyiin often as dear as a sister, or a friend to

their favour and tbey are scially recog- stay witb ber. Now, if a kind girl goes
nised. Why then maintain a restriction to nurse and comfort ber dead sister's
whic ias only the effect of branding the children, for om she must have a
issue of sucl marriages witb the mark of natural affection, old gossips shake their
illegitiniacy before tbe law of the heads and mahign ber, thoug as tbe law
land. Oue f te leading journals stands (not, we hope, for long) she is in
of London, England, (the Telegraph, ber brotber's bouse. Who would cerisb
his wiy, 1879) answers tbe objec- the motherless things like bier? A
tion in this spirited manner :-"A stranger Well, the kind aunt would be
man's feelings in suc matters are wiolly tirust aside for some giddy girl, wo
unavffected by Statutes, for as yet o would have no love for them,
human legisature bas ever discovered how perhaps, even a feeling of repulsion.
to modify or control the domestie affec- Mi. JONES: 1 must congratulate tbe
tions by Acets of Parliameuit. The Bishop of bion. member for Jacques Cartier (Mr.
London's reasoning seems to rest on the Girouard), on tbe very able legal manner
assumptio, which is rewdly as insulting a s in wich le bas brougoft this atter
it is gratuitous, that but for the law which before tbe buse. We ail know the
prohibits a man marrying his deceased ablity and the energy of that hon. gentle-
wife's sister, everybody would try to taint man wen he takes anyting in hand. 
with inpurty this now spotless relation- think ever since the 6th f February,
ship. The way cf dealing with suc a when Le first brougt this matter before
question is to treat it ieihe spirit of those the use, :ie las been sleeping over
wose solvent for ail social and political it and tinking over it, and
difficulties is iberty." Lastly, Mr. ie las made up a brief, which migoif be
Speaker, and i conclude with this point, placed before any Court in this Donion.
an effort was made to bring the great in- It is a regular legal brie But 1 do ot
fluence of the fair sex againt the Bil- look at this matter from either a lega or
But what a failure One or two women civil point of view. I take a different
only fro the isolated sea coast of Cape ground. It is cotrary to the law of God;
Breton, acting, no doubt, under the pres- it wil cause disturbance, trouble, and
sure and restraint of unmercif ul husbands, jealousies in many a household, when
appended their names to the petitions ai- otherwise ail would be peace and quiet.
ready alluded to. On the other side what The hon. gentleman bas said that numer-
have we seenc? A lady under the non de fus petitions have been presented in
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