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Each Alliance partner must strive to maximize the
efficiency and effectiveness of its contribution . Shortly after
its election Prime Minister Mulroney's Government launched a
review of Canada's defence policy . We found there was a serious
gap between our commitments and our capabilities . We are taking
steps to close that gap . We found our reserves were inadequate,
our equipment out of date . These problems are being addressed .

We also found that our commitments were too numerous,
scattered, and inefficient . We could certainly deploy troops in
northern Norway . However, a recent exercise demonstrated that
sustaining them would not be militarily feasible . The attempt to
do so would also weaken substantially our forces in Central
Europe .

You are well aware of the resulting decisions . In
Europe, Canada's efforts are now to be concentrated on the
Central Front . That will make our Alliance contribution more
effective . And that will strengthen the Alliance - and the
ultimate security of Norway - as a whole .

Of course Canada will continue to commit a battalion
group to the Allied Command Europe Mobile Force for the protec-
tion of the northern flank .

In the Atlantic we are upgrading substantially the
naval and air resources essential to maintaining sea lines of
communication from North America to Western Europe through the
acquisition of nuclear-propelled submarines and of modern surface
vessels .

In our North we are replacing our outdated northern
radar network by a modern North Warning System. Our air fields
are being upgraded . More aircraft are being deployed, the number
of surveillance flights increased . More military exercises are
being held in the North . Surveillance systems are being develop-
ed to detect potentially hostile submarines .

The nuclear submarines we are acquiring for Atlantic
and Pacific operations will also be used to detect and counter
hostile naval activity in the Arctic, especially under ice where
no other method of exercising control is effective .

In his Murmansk speech, Mr . Gorbachev proposed :

1) creation of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in Northern
Europe

2) limitation of military activity in the waters of the
Baltic, North, Norwegian and Greenland Sea s

3) examination of a total ban on naval activity in
mutually agreed zones .


