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KOREAN AIRLINE INCIDENT ISSUE AT UN SECURITY COUNCIL (1)

Statement by the Honourable Gérard Pelletier, Permanent Representative, Ambassador for the Permanent
Mission of Canada to the United Nations, to the Security Council, New York, September 2, 1983.

Mr. President: | am grateful to you and to the Council for giving Canada an opportunity to participate
as an aggrieved party in this emergency debate, the call for which my government strongly supported
in its letter to you, Sir, of yesterday evening. In this day of international travel, we are dealing with an
incident which has touched directly many members of the United Nations family and which touches,
by extension, all nations. In the case of my country, at least eight of our citizens were on board the
Korean Airlines Boeing 747 Flight 7 of August 31. The Canadian people, no less than their government,
are horrified and outraged by what has happened. There can be no justification, whatever might have
been the circumstances, for this demonstration of the willingness of a super-power to exercise its
military might against the unintentional presence in its air space of innocent civilians, and to destroy,
in this instance, 269 lives.

The deliberate in-flight destruction of this civilian, unarmed, easily identifiable passenger aircraft by
sophisticated fighter aircraft of the Soviet Union, no matter where it occurred, is nothing short of
murder. It is a flagrant attack on the safety of international civil aviation which should never have
occurred and must not be allowed to occur again. After condemning this act, the Council should begin
an urgent process in an impartial and effective manner to prevent any repetition of such an insult to
humanity.

From the point of view of international law and accepted practices governing conduct between law-
abiding sovereign nations, the Soviet Union in this incident has been guilty of outlaw behaviour.

It is widely accepted, in international law, that the principle of proportionality applies. The action of
the Soviet Union in dealing with this incident is without doubt in total contravention of this principle.
Moreover, the Soviet action, in the absence of any state of hostility or even heightened international
tension in the area, makes it all the more unjustifiable.

It would be ludicrous for the Soviet Union to pretend that it had to massacre 269 civilians, travelling
on a civilian aircraft, to protect its sovereignty. The opening of fire on the Korean aircraft was in
excess of what is commensurate with the gravity of the threat represented by the presence of a civilian
aircraft in the Soviet air space and, therefore, the Soviet Union has infringed on a basic principle of
international law.

The United Nations and its system of international organizations has the ability and machinery in place
to undertake the task before us. It remains for the Security Council to provide the impetus to ensure
that it is undertaken and completed promptly and effectively. On behalf of my government, | should
like to suggest a three-part program of action for consideration.
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