
PUBLIC E,LTH ACHIEVrMLNTS IN CAIiJIDA

In outlining to you the great ramifications of the Nationa l
Health Programme, and in speaking of all the possibilities that now ~ „
fold before us for accelerated advances in the entire field of publi c

: health in Canada, I would not wish to obscure in any degree the tremep_
dous achievements that your efforts, the efforts of your predecessors
and of all your associates have made possible . The history of the Public
health profession in Canada is a short but honourable one ., In surveying
the public health field from the vantage point of this Convention, we
cannot help but be struck by the splendid accomplishments of the profes-
sion that you represent in all the municipal, provincial and federal
health fields and as members of Canada's great national voluntary hea).} j
agencies . .

There are many encoura.ging entries on the credit side of Canada~,
ledger of living : - the health of the average citizen has notably ii-
proved in the past fifty years, and the general death rate has been re-

duceaï by over one third . The onward march of inedical science in this
country has added nearly an entire generation to the life-expectancy of
Canadians . _

Because of the close collaboration on all levels of governmen t
. and because of this parûllel development of all health services in Canada,
there have been many successes . : In many fields of health actirity,

Cax<ada's prestige is world-wide . ~àuch of this pro€ress is proof af the
successful work of your profession, for, as a United States authority,
Dr. Lewis Dublin, recer.t•1y said, Canada, even more than his own country,

has .àeveloped a full-time professional health service in .almost every

part of the nation .
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r Canada is atnong tnose countries phere public health is shifting its
emphasis and brobdening its outlook to ~sbrace all that affects human
life . We now understand thut social well-being is an essential and basic
consideration of healthful living . It was in recognition of this new

conc :pt that the Dominion Government grouped Federal Health and VPelfare '

divisions under a single department .

The composition of the Federal Department of National Health and

Welfare is a practical e :uression of our belief that health and welfare ;

are indivisible . This juxtaposition, however, must not be taken to in-
dicate that, ici the puulic health field, there can be any lessening of j
the weight of respons_uility that must continue to fall on the medical :

" profession .

~The almost direct correlation between low income, and malnutri-
tion and ill-tiealth maxes a study of the level of national welfare basic '.

to ary review of the public health situation .

: F k clo.ely inte.-woven network of social welfare measures has

slowly been ctevelopi.:ig across Canada . In the Provinces, there are such
basic welfare measures as allowances for mothers, compensation for in-
jured workmen, pensions l'or the aged and blind, and provisions for cbu°
welfare . Yunicipalities have their own welfare respoc~sibilities -
ticularly for relief and associated services for the unemployed and for
the provision of recreational facilities .

On the Federal level, triere are allowf :nces for familles, pensior
.:

for the ageu and the blind, insura.nce paynents for the unemployed, f'
cial support for housing, and a number of ineasures to assist farmer and

veteran and fisherman . hll of those a re having thei r important eff

on Canadian health . ~


