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1 THE CONTEXT

(i) The current levels of ethnie, religious, theological, and other such formi of
confiet, are flot likely to reduce in scope or exteut in the foreseeable future.
As we approach the problem of peacekeeping in the 21'~ century, there is a
growing view that military conflicts between flhe most advanced and major
powers are unlikely because available military technology bas made warfare in
the classic sense too costly and unwinnable. Even i thie developing world,
conventional war does flot appear to be the preferred option. On the other hand,
there are some social scientists and futurologists who are of the opinion that in
the 2 1 Century, we are likely to experience war, violence, upheaval and change
on an unprecedented scale.

(àl) Activities, like "genocide" or "ethnic cleansing" cannot be allowed to go
unchalienged or unchecked by the international commuiity. The time has
gone when a State could huniiliate and destroy its own people behind flic rigid
façade of sovereignty, and claim protection under the United Nations Charter that
forbids intervention ini matters essentially under the domestic jurisdiction of the
State. The security of a State and its unity and integrity, devolve on the security
and well-being of those who reside i that State. Lt is no longer possible for a
State to presume that it can have, for all time, totally inviolate borders, and


