
4. TRADE IMPEDIMENTSICONSTRAINTS

JAPAN
The Standard lmport Price System does flot atways allow the Canadiar'

exporterS to market the most profitable combinatiofi of produots.

Exploitation of this system by competiflg countries, at various times in the

past, has put Canada at a disadvantage . As an exporter of high quality

frozen pork, Canada is working to ensure that any changes to the standard

import price system, as a result of the MTN, do not discriminate against

Canadian exporters of pork to this market.

Japanese imports of chllled pork represefitS 25% of the country's total pork

consumptiofi and has the highest annual growth rate, approximatety 20%. A

few Canadian plants are presently equipped ta properly handle this trade. A

few major Japanese pracessors control a large portion of the table meat

trade, and it could be difficuit ta find new Japanese buyers without

antagarlizing these current custarTers.

It appears that Japan is everyone's target market and competitiori thore will

be fierco. For example, in 1992, the Notherlands were authorized ta ship

pork to Japan. Belgium, France, Germany and Poland are also negotiatirlg

with Japan and should also be granted access by the end of 1993. This

"pack mentality" has surfaced in the Japanese meat trado before, and

relianceoan one major market may croate considerable swings in prices.

While there is a current recessiafi in Japan thore is fia certainty that the

Japanese consunIptiorI of pork wlll climb indefinltely. Should the Japanese

governmellt intervene in some way to protect national productioni, we will

viaiorously protect aur trading rights.


