‘ pretcnd to 1mdcrstand Thisis.an a.mblqum of
scale.;Since he habmmll) works out every detail
ofa largc coniposition in advance in line, in
color, and in peno, this is importanc, It has al-
‘ways'séenied to me that there are essential
difterences between stidies aind final works that
arc casily rccoumabh and therefore readily
cxp]‘m\ablc With Meredith this is-usually but
mysteriously not so, Ieis virtually impossible
from.a photograph, tor example. toknow
whe ether a work under ¢ xamination. is cight
inches wide or eight (or 18) fect. Normally
this would mateer to a dnrupuvc degrec. With
Mercchth it. doesn’t usually matter ac all which
“mearis, again pamdmually, that the natural scale
of his highly i introspective art is monmnenta]
and that the physical size, be it no more
.rhmm thuinbnail, is irrelevant, This should
be a eomfort for those of his non-corporate
admirers who do not have valimited wall space.

A fimal word. 1 respect Meredich and his: deep

‘ ncgd for. privacy too much to have sought'an

: umnyxtcd interview, for which reason every-
thing said here is external and subjective on my

asecker and his bcst is still to come.

“own part aloné. Two people who know him

well have done all that need be donte for the
present. What tLu) have to say about this fine
painter aiid beautiful man is prmtcd in the
exeniplary AGO cataloguic produced for the
travelling exhibition. Here may be found the
essay at once factual and cridically sensitive that
appears too modestly over the initials of Marie

. Fleming and agroup of ciglit remarkable poems

that appeared unsigned a year ago in the quar-

. teely coldly caIlcd exile, mucthcr with color

plates ot clght ‘paintings. These poems read like
dazzling bursts of self-awareness and oblique
bis ot .xutobxographlcal revelation and seemed
at the time to be ov the artist, They are in fact -
by Barry Call.uzhan who clearly knows him

' profoundl\' Thcw have the msu_,ht atid welght

ot a Hazlitt for énce’ un—proh\ and writing :

-poctey listead, of only occasionallv winged”

prose. | urge anvone intetested in Meredith and

the springs of hik exceptiondl if occasionally un-
steadd v sensibilities to read them and thie essay

be hm next lookmo at his pamtmgs He remams
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