
Even where 'there are differences in ideology and

political, systems, nations will find it advantageous and

clearly in their own self-interest ta join with their regional

neighbours ta work towards common goals: the improveinent of

their economies, enhanced military security and the reduced

opportunity for external military and economic pressures to

affect them adversely.

History has neyer been static; there have always been

changes, but moat of the time flot changes that people and

their political leaders have fores<een or desired. In our

time, more than in the past, such changes will be rapid and

profound. If appropriate courses of action are flot carefully

planned beforehand, unwise or hasty reactions in the face of

chaotic and fluid conditions could lead to disaster. The time

ta prepare a plan of action for dealing with international

conflict is now, before we are swept away suddenly by an.

un.xpected current. At the top of the list for the formation

of Reqional Associations of Nations (RAN) would be Central

Europe and Central »ierica, followed by the Balkans.

lilY NO? THE UNITE» NATIONS?

Whnfinal negotiations over the formation of the United

Nations beqan in the autumn of 1945, the fundamental

differences seaating East and West rapidly came into the

open. h only wyto astablish the organization was to iuake

major compromises in the drafting of its charter. The result

was the cr.ation of a boythat vas not capable of fulfilling

its original adt of avoi4in the T scourg. of var.11


