
5. However, the essential elements in the situation which gave 
rise to the Treaty have not changed. While the commitment of 
all the Allies to the common defence reduces the risk of 
external aggression, the contribution to the security of the 
entire Alliance provided by the nuclear forces of the United 
States based in the United States as well as in Europe and by 
the presence of North American forces in Europe remains 
indispensable. 

6. Nevertheless, the Alliance must pay careful attention to the 
dangers to which it is exposed in the European region, and must 
adopt all measures necessary to avert them. The European 
members who provide three-quarters of the conventional 
strength of the Alliance in Europe, and two of whom possess 
nuclear forces capable of playing a deterrent role of their own 
contributing to the overall strengthening of the deterrence of 
the Alliance, undertake to make the necessary contribution to 
maintain the common defence at a level capable of deterring 
and if necessary repelling all actions directed against the 
independence and territorial integrity of the members of the 
Alliance. 


