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%1 would not live alway ; I ask not to stay :
Wiere storm afier storm rises dark o’er the way 3
I'he few lurid mornings that dawn on us here 1
Are enough for life’s woes, full enough for its chees

“1 would not hive alway, thus fetter’d by sin;
Tewmpration without, and corruption within.
E’en the rapture of pardon is mingled with fears,
Aund the cup of thanksgiving with penitent 1ears.

“1 would not live alway ; no--welcome the tomb,
Since Jesus hath lain there, 1 dread not its gloom ;
‘T'here, sweet be my rest, till he bid me arise
‘Lo hail bim in tiumph descending the skies.

*Who, who would live alway, away from his God ;
Away from yon heaven, that blisstul abode,
Where the rivers of pleasure flow o’cr the bright

plains,
And the noountide of glory eternally reigns ;

“ Where the saints of all ages in harmony meet,
Lheir Saviour and brethren transported to greet ;
While the anthews of rapture unceasingly roll,
Aund the smile of the Lord 1s the feast of the soul !”

SELEBRALTRE-
JACOB’S DEATH-BED.

BY THE REV. GEORGE BURNS, D. D.

Minister of ‘I'weedsmuir, Peebles-shire, late of St. John, N. B. ||

__The last is the most interesting scene of human

ife. The previous stages of mortal existence present

Qb]ect:s' 9( merely transient interest; and the nume-
:Ou.s chlsztudes by which they are marked, derive all
their importance from the relation which they bear
0 u future and unchangeable state. It isthe glim-
fering eye—the cold sweat—the wan visage—the
sinking pulse—the tremulous agitation of the whole
frame—and the like presages of approaching dissolu-
Uon, which awaken attention, and interest the feel-
ings of the mind. The death-bed scene assembles
4 crowd of spectators, '
L ection ; aud, for a lime, the indiffer-
2{:(,3 and levity of the thoug_l'nless and the gay are
astened by the deep impressions of seriousness and

£ e g hl v P ] ; A
oncern. Kvery eye is arrested—every feeling s/, esse | :
{lsum of every thing valuable in time and in eternity —

awakened —every heart is )

The particuIalrysltlzalet‘:el f)?tl?g g.({jagm.. ing spiriti £
°nce to the world which it is it el ki
icates g ] Whieh 1t is algout.to enter, commu-

o ta S}Iade, either ofan enlivening or of a gloomy

% r’e;o the aspect of the death-bed scene. Whilst
2ok :m_’al of'a thoughtless being from every idol of
Which l:’“OHS, and his unwilling entrance on a state
20 the See'_ne}'el beheld, but with feelings of horror, is
4 crem_x(:ousobserver the most melancholy spectacle
world w‘i].'f!h“ the departure of a good man {rom a
and his inll(;.odnevgr possessed one affection of his soul
Byes were co uction into scenes to which his wistful
o which ki (';?mmly.a_nd eagerly directed, isa sight
und\whiCh‘::lllm;f; spirits dwell with complacency,
abandoned men, ges the admiration and envy ol
Ject g;-sct’[::: Sclen_e isthe interesting and pleasing ob-
20 behold {"Ip ation which we would now invite you
Patriarch Jae [? Wlou.ld call upon you to witness the
essiah (a mo ’ ‘l']lt: illustrious type and progenitor of
years), in hi:nlu Ike venerable for character and for
Bappy, _leavin “SL moments, serene, peacetul, and
an "P’Proaching ttl’ e world with no pangs of regrer,
~aqually Super%‘orlte grave with no feelings of alarm,
Victim ot despaj o the black despondency of the
Xeasonable ’n%l"ti‘:"a?‘"{l to the assumed gaiety and un-
bber.  Having ggya; the trembling but proud philoso-
darts into futurity l::‘li an assurance of faith, which
Fies, which triumph A realizes jts transcendent glo-
alive to the xe,ude,-egt :eov?".":v.ery feeling of a mind
Tises the soul to an epr - ties of vature, and which

Mminence fj &
Obje i o rom which the noblest
seets of mortal ambition are beheld shrinking into

‘s:‘e‘gar:.llfli?uuce ?;nd fading from the view,—the strong-
i { ] our which is to p
en:m ;;var_i‘rpm lhe_ objects of their fondest endL::

Joeer;h “ut is it possnb}e he cun leave, without regret,

ot bip o) the son of his old age,”—Joseph, the object

fongest parental regards from the first mo-

Upear, than the affection with which it glows shall lan-

g objects of his love,

Hphich is life,

drawn by the ties either ofifulatyy~~doomed to sink under an acc

jprayers and of many anxious fears, —Joseph, _le’y,
i was lost and found, who was dead and alive again s
it is impossible !  Sooner shall that heart cease o

.

suish or expire. Accompunied by his two sons,
Manasseh and Ephraim, Joseph approaches _the bed
on which his parent reclines waiting to receive hin,
and the aged patriarch addressesthe interesting group
by which he is surrounded in lqnguage‘ot' the most
ardent but best regulal.ed ﬂﬁ'ectmu._ The hullowagi
monients are not spent in heart-rendmg'pungs, nor is
the fervour of parental love expended in unavailing
ears.  With a firmness of sopl, wf_uchcommumcales
energy to every member_of!ns_ shrivelled frame, gl;e
venerable father raises himself on the bed of death,
and, summoning the remains of vigour which the
sgrongest affection _oply could reanimate, he looks a-
vound himi with divine complacency on _the dearest
heavenly (l:omposure lmgzrs on his
¢o! nce, and, in unbroken accents, he says:
ﬁtggft{?"lfefor:: whom my fathers Abraham and Isnac
did walk, the God which fed me all my life lo?g un{’
to'this day, the Angel which redeemed me from a :
{evil, bless the Jads.”. What a fine burst of affection !
beautiful domestic picture! What an inter-

{ What a )
‘fﬁnvund delightful death-bed scene ! Behold, in
a.isﬁuﬁéctiouate paternal benediction, the noble tes-

i ich the dying patriarch bears to the piety
:;‘};’i:{‘aﬁx};rs,—hi.s gwn?clon'ﬁ(}ence' in' God, founded
in personal experiences of divine faithfulness and love
: i rtance an i €
i ;-;:hﬁxl l:tptohe Almighty, as that l)lessil’x,g which alone
«qjaketh rich and addeth no sorrow,” that “favour
1 and that loving-kindness ,wh!ch 1s bet-
ter than life !”  With the intensest feelings of father-
ly love, and in circumstances of the deepest interes
atid most awful solemnity, his delightful employment
is prayer ; and earnest desires after the blessing of
God give the spirit and tone to l!ru‘e address _whmh he
sresents at the throne of grace. T'o him it is matter
of entive indifference, whether the cln!dren of that
son who was pre-eminently dear. to [ns heart were
to be possessed of a large Th;:r:: of t?:i 2&32?3;‘::;’:131;3
b X ortal state,—wh )
o i whsheds rty, or loaded with abund-

s oppressed with pove : !
:::m otl garthty good,—to be buried amid the obscu-
rityiof humble life, or to emerge Into splendour and

liowed toriot anid a luxuriance of de-
light 5 but his « heart’s desire andllzmyer to God” for
thiem is, that they may be blest. ‘The favour of Hea-
ven he justly regards as the essence of bliss—as the

ictions, or a

as the perfection of real substantial felicity. . And hﬁ
is fully aware, that in the absence of this noblest "’)r?
possessions, “ corn, wine, and oil might abound,” the
ears wight resound with the hosannahs of admiring
crowds, and the pulse might throb to the yoice of
glory, and yet the Leart might be a stranger to tran-
uility and peace.
i Co‘v‘i,tempming the death-bed of Jacob, reader, Jon
may “see with what peace a Christian can die -~
‘The wicked droad the mortal stroke; but the true
believer in Him who is “the Resurrection and the
Life” can say, with firmness and triumph, in the
near prospect of dissolution, — :
4T me it seems like a long wished for happiness,
Beyond what even the expectation paints;
"Tis comfort to the soul,—tis peacc, 'tis rest.

Jacob “cometh to his grave full of years, and as a
shock of corn cometh in his season.” His lﬂbOUlﬂhO“
earth are ended ; be anticipates the glories of that
scene which is about to burst upon his astomfshed
sight, for ** he has respect to the recompense é, _red-
ward.” No reproaches of sufferers whom he denie

the relief which it was in his power to'yleld-.no ac-
cusations of a conscience burdened with guiit, and
calling aloud for vengeance—no frowns of an angry
God, disturb the tranquility of his soul ; nor does_ t{;e
thought ot leaving a scene, endeared to his heart by
many objects ot affection, overpower his mind with
sorrow, or lessen the composure of his dying mo-
ments.  His last step is the best step on earth: the
animation of his soul glows with unabated ardour ; and
in his faded eye the light of etermty kindles a splen-
dour which briohtens and brightens, till the curtain
of death is spregd over it. “Mark the perfect man,
and behold the upright, for the end of that man 1s
peace ;” distinguish him from the mass of l'lllgO(."f'
men with which he may be mingled ; follow him with
a steady eye through all the stages of his earthly ex-

d value which he attaches to thed|

w:nulation of af+|

be exposed in comnion with other men, in the course
of his pilgrimage on earth. calmness, serenity, augd
joy shall as surely terminate his sorrows, s it not
the prayer of every heart, “ Let ine die the death of
the righteous, and let my last end be like his -
Aund shall itnot be the care and study of every one
who reads these pages to follow the righteous'in his
present godly coursé—to pursue that path which, by
the grace of God, €onducts to such a blessed and
glorious termination ¥

In fine, from the importance and value which the
dying patriarch attaches to the favour of the Almighty,
we may se¢ with what earnestness we should implore
for ourselves, and for those consigned to our care,
the blessing of God. How irrational and inexcusable
is our conduct, if we are solicitous only about the
posscssion of- temporal good, for its own sake, and
feel no anxietyto have the blessings of life sweetenest
by the enjoyment of the divine favour!—if we rise
early, sit up late, and eat the bread of care, that we
may aniass the treagures of this world which ¢ perish
in the using,” andmever bend the knee to God, or
utter one prayer to-licaven for a Father’s blessing on
our exertions, or on the objects of our attainmeat!
How irrational and how inexcusable are those parents
and heads of families, who are concerned only to pro-
vide for their children “the meut which perisheth.”
to get them set out in life,to attain the means by which
they may rise in the world, and never breathe a wish
to Heaven, that they may be kept from the evil "ot
the world—that they may become the ornaments of
Christian society, and blessings to those who gave
them birth! Whilst such conduct is so generally
pursued, need we wonder to hear of domestic tumuls
of family strifes, and of children who, by their pro-
fligacy of manners, are bringing down the * grey
hairs” of their parents % with sorrow to the grave ”
No; the effect is the genuine and inevitable result of
the cause. Let parents, then, as they value the best
interests of their children, their own domestic com-
fort, and the, peace of a dying hour, be earnest and
importunate at the throne of grace for a blessing on
their offspring ; and jetall of us, in whatever situa-
tions and circumstances, we may be placed, esteem
the enjoyment of the diving favour and blessing as
infinitely more valuable than every other possession,
and “give no sleep to oureyes, nor slumberto our
eyelids,” 1ill we-obtai tisfying evidences of our in-
terest in the love of God, who ¢ hath not said to any
of the seed of Jacob, seek ye my face in vain,

L <slpee-
THE BOOK OF JASHER.

We ghall shortly have a literary: or rather a Bibli-
cal curiosity to present to the American reader,
which we feel confident in predicting will excite
great interest among lhose'who take pleasure in
reading and studying the Seriptures. Itis the Book
of Jasher, referred to in the Bible in Joshug, and in
the second book of Samuel, and which has heen in
the progress of translation frpm the Hebrew for se-
veral years in England, and is now co'mple.red, and
wiil be published in adfe‘w days in this city, in a very
5 d edition,

eleg,il‘agiéer;(;?'epebeen several simulated Books of
of Jasher, a notice of Whicb we find in the Rev. M':'
Horne’s Commentaries on the Study of the Scriptures;
but they bear no analogy to the present \v;or((, which
is written jn the purest Hebrew, and a_ficelity bigh-
ly creditable to the eminent S(:I‘lolar who has been so
long engaged in the work. The preface to :he__lle-
brew edition speaks of itas having been brought from
Jerusalem with other sacred rolls and manuscripts, at

%k and carried into Spain,

stion of that city,
:t)lﬁe(f‘:g:;zbjlews had their most celebrated colleges

century. On the discovery of printing
uhp - T?,slc}.;gt was copied, and carried to Venice,
Yo e inted by order of the Jewish Cousis-

it rinte % )
g & ¢ 613, und is now for the first time

. . l
tory of Rubbins it English language and published.

into the !
pugaitted B K tic Society had a copy in Caleutta,

The Roga;rt(}:;?m the Rev.Mr.Adams to translate it;
and gav doned on hearing that a translation

i aban A X
e “]y;sdy in progress. Tt is full of interest, and
i warmth ot piety and sacred devotion

Wl""ﬁ" :?:Qk‘iing an equal rank with any of the mis-
Wortby(’ks not strictly canonical, It does not differ
s"']glz tge but amplifies the
x;'!“s recorded in Scripture, with the gingle dlgr;r-
nee in chronology of some 50 years, by'm? 1_‘;;
f\'onb and Abrabam contemporary-cognxnencl;lg, vlw ;
the creation of Adam, and ending with the death o

Bible in a single instance,

istence to the closing scene of life,—for, however nt~

Mey ;
i of his existence,—Joseph, the child of many

merous and painful the calamities to which he may

Joshua. Josephus refers to this book, and the great



