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Can our Present Methods of Farming be
improved upon; and if so, How?

13v WNI.Tiui Hicîu, GODEIutclî, O'ÇT.

SuiposE ire takc a faînt ratlier -uni doîva anid

dirty-Vtat le, iriti a goed deat of îveeds-and titat

lias noV been yielding vei-y reiniterativo crops, ais

I ain sorry Vo say is te i-uIc rather LImait te ex-

ceptioni.

Lot uis giî-c a field uit a tinte a good.suimner fal-

lowvng, beginiug iii the fail with al good ileoîî

plowilig. The follow-ing iiter irili iticely uteiloiv

te soul, and iL w'ill be iu good condition after thIý

spt-ing crops at-o ii, L) get aitothet good ploîving.

If tlieîe at-c aîîy lowi ou- wet plaîces, put iii undei-

draints w~hct-ever ueeded, at ieast two and a liaîf

feet dleep, ivîticl ivili dry the land anid inake .î tery

gî-oat iin1îoveîttit. Thîis ivilli nert-e the soi], by

ieaus of whicli ive oan voî-k te soil laVer it the

soason as iveil as earieci late spt-iig; iii fact, iV

wiil lie dlty hîefo-c te other parte of te field.

(,,ive it a -g4)(1 coat of barniyard îîîaîîtîe, bciiig care-

fui Vo spread iL tieLer oit aity rather barrni spots,

if any. 'i'lien. put ont the ganîg piov or a geoci ciil-

tivato-, so as to stit- up and tut-it iL ovet-. ThIis

iih uive tue wveeds a chance Vo etart. Aftot- esoli

ploiîtlg or Vurniug oveu, (rive it a good bari-oing,

sud s0 cointie for two or Vhtuce tiies, whien it

shiuld again have a ptowing. By titis ineatîs tue
land irili be pretty iveil cleat-eci of thtistios auid

cîtliir weeds, and Vhe foltowiîîg itîrvest te grain

cui ho bottcl iitîtout glovres. If te gî-ouid je

luitpy, put on the voiler aftet- plowiutg, antd get iV

fit for al soud bed.

It te fait drihill i %leat, îeiîtg ct-oful tat te

seed gr-ain le dlean of AIt foui seecis, for if ire sow

foui seecle wc aie sure Vo gatlie- a foui et-op. Seed

dowt iîth tiiotliy attd othet' gr-asses if îtecessary;

suv te grass soed liberally. If Vue lanîd je iii good,

fille conditiotn as a seed bed and well itîantuued, tue

fohiowing wVinter ivili itot hiave as mauch offoot oit

te plants uas it îvould ot]tentiso. Then early ini

spriîig soir the clover. Tiein for- te next Vwo or

titi-e years keop titis lis ai iîîeadow, fronît wlticî ire

itiay reasoualily expeot good crops of itay, but tue

afterinatli muet îiot bo pastu-ec too close wltile ini

ineadoir. Foi- tuie iext Vive or tliree yeutîs keep iV

uts a pastille, vhien te sod an lie bu-okeit up eaî-ly

ii te fali, aend te following spriîtg planat potatoos,

moots, aud cou-n on paît of iV (using ail te mntirîe

ire cat possibly putt oit du-iîîg te irinter) anti

spîiutg grains oit te balanice. Thi-tes aud otiier

foui sec1 inay pt-obably geL iii agaîn by titis Uie.

Let uis by ail utteait kcep ail te Live Stock ive

possibly cati, antd whist ive keep let us keep well,
iii geod, growing conîdition. Iut te stiulîîer, if the
pastures fail, which thîey ofteti do, espeeialiy iii a
dry season, feed te stock pleîttifully witi gr-eent
feed, sîîeh ais cern, wivitel I flutd yiclds te greatest
amouint of succulent forage, conscquently ire slîould
grow a good large piece for that purpose

,$CCO11b 131-ilze (F,15-ejap 1 To onable uis to keep the Live Stock i,1 good
hea-t and growing ail tho ycar roundff, ive mnuet also
have gooci farmi buildings, aîîd a good baitk-barîî
(Sco callcd) is abolit the hest forîn foi, the main
building, î%vithl a convcniently fitted-up baseinoent
of stone for horses and cattie.

As the prices of grain have beeni iow for the 1amt
few years, it is more profitable to grow oniy just
enoughi for- our oîvn tise, îvhich feed liberally, as
weii as iîay, to the Live Stock ; tiîchy wve shalh
lie able to take our prodtico to mnarket ont its owni
feet, ancl also have a good heap of haru yard uta-
mire of the best description, îvhich ie better ia
almtost every respect thitn Clice commîercial ferti-
lizers. W~e should ciuring the winter draw out
inost of our ianute and spread, on the lanid sooni
aftcr it is inade-wc theit geV the full strength of
it. By ado)ptinig the above ntletlîod, i-c sltould be
alte iii a few years to go aIl over the fanm, and as
soilne onc lias said, - becoie a bentfactor to bis
country' able to ilake twvo biitdes of grass grow
whcre onily one gi-uit' beforo." Aye, more Vlîan
that.

If te faim, or the firbt portion of it thus treated
lîccoutes dirty again, whichi iL proba>ly will, ît'hile
ive arc sut-rounidcd i.y careloss and chrty neigbibors,
begin again as uit first. Tihis leaves a regtîlar rota-
tion of crops covening abolit sevenl ycars, whichi je
botter than oftener. W'e keep a good part of this
tiune iu grass, 1111( in tiiese ilays grass le king.

Rorace Greeiey said : lOnly good farming pays.
*. . The good fariner alone grows good crops

at first, aîtd better ever afterwards; it is far bot-
tcr to maintain the productive capacity of a fanîn
titan to restore it. ... Rotation je ait least
negativc fertilization, iL unay noV positively enrich
a farni, iL will lit least retard and postpone its in-

povorisîntnent. R1e who grows wbeat after wvheat,
corn lifter corn, for twenty youtre, wîill need to, emi-
graVe before titat terni is fulfflled. The sante fari
cannot support (or endure) Iiuai any loniger than
thât. Ail our wheat-growiitg sections of fifty
years ago arc wlîeat.growing no longer, whle Eng-
land grows langer crops thereof oit the sanie fields
that fed the Saxoni RareMd and Williamn the Cou-
queror. Rotation lti.s preserved titese as. the lack
of it lias ruined tiiose."

We iust by ail aitd every iticaus keep our lands
clear of î'-eeds as fair as possible, for ive canniot
grow huilf a dozeut cnops mixe<l together.

W'e take pîcasuro in presonting a portraiL of the muore than te yield of te only other eow that ut
Jersey coir Enrotisama, breaker of te arinual. re- kuiown Vo have reached 900 ibs. Eurotisamnaà %0i
cord for butter, she lîaving given, i.n the year oui- bred, Vested, and je owned by Mr. D. F. Appletoti
diîîg April 21, 1890, 945 lb). 9 oz., salted ounce te of Ipswich, Mass.
pound and rçady for unarket-whicb je 8 lb. 104 oz.--

This ptet me in minci of a neiglibor's iiay fll
last yoar. The first crop of hay af Ver wvîcat, il,
litd a eavy crop.sucîtas itwias. Therewias about
3 parts thisties, 2 parts choss, 1 part cockie, 1
part wviieat, 1 part rye, 2 parts untîistard, 3 lxrt
tiiotlîy, 1 part clover, besides siiepherid's pilije,
sorrel, yarrow, and othnor trash.

Let us keop te souffler and iioes going frequeity
ont ail î-oot antd corn erope. The farmcr's life is a
buey one at certain seasoas (and as for that ailj
other occtupations htave to keep busy, besilles j
good doal of wvorry), but we cati save a good ulcaI
of labor by itot growing s0 inucit grain as we liavce
licou in te habit of doing.

Another mintluod of improving farie would lie te
plant plcuty of good thrifty sîtade trocs, wlich
would set as shoelter as wcll as shado, in fronit of
the fai-ni, autd 1 have oftLeu thouglit that a row of
trees hetw'cen anîd surrouridiîig eveny field îvouild
be a ci-ont advantage. The littie sîtado the ti'ees
ivould give Vo te erops irotili le trifiing compared
Vo the coinfort afforded te stock iii pasture. Be.
sies, tinber is getting soarce, aiid those trecs
wcid utuake good posts titat would noV necd '-e-
iiîowîîtg very often, te fuisteui tiro ont as foîîces.
They i-ould is act as îvind breaks, îvhichi aie
î'eiy niit neeided nowv as our forests are neariy ail
stvept away.

Alînost auy farinier eaui improve bis place by
îîîaking it attractive; it wotild lie the best invest-
ruent lie could inake for bis chîldreuî, and it %vouîld
surrotind tîteir yotutlt îith al beauteous and attie-
Vive honte. Tue dweihing nay bc sinail anti rude,
but a few cîtoico floîvers and slîrubs in front aîitl
surrounding the. bouse, and good fruits, togotier
with a select lot of vegetablos, and best of aIl, a
nice variety of sîttail fruits, rhicit cati bc growîî se
easily, wouid add a great deal of pleasuire for the
youitg folks as n'el as conclucive Vo ltealth. Tiiere
is vol-y littie labor dloue on te farîn that is so
profitable as Lîmat which. makes te irife and cli.
ren fond of thoin home. We sltould also have a
sutail library of ivell-seiocted books, and not he-
grudge some of te l)esV papers, particulariy gooil
agnicultural and horticuiturat journais. Tihis vouild
save tuafy youtlîs front ivanderiiig away frot thieir
homes.

I may noV have advanced maîîy new ideas for Il
progressive fariner, but they are practical and
comnion sense ones.


