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Second Prize Essap

Can our Present Methods of Farming be
improved upon; and if so, How?

Br Waurer Hick, Goprricn, OXT.

NurrosE we take a furm rather run down and
dirty—that is, with a good dexl of weeds—and that
has not heen yielding very remunerative crops, as
I am sorry to say is the vule rather thun the ex-
ception.

Let us give a field at a time a good .summer fal-
lowing, heginning in the fall with o good deep
plowing. The following winter will nicely mellow
the soil, and it will be in good condition after the
spring crops ave in, L» get another good plowing,
If there arc any low or wet places, put in under-
drains wherever needed, at least two and a half
feet deep, which will dry the land and make a very
great improvement. This will aerate the soil, by
means of whicl we can work the soil later in the
season as well as earlier in the spring; in fact, it
will be dry before the other parts of the field.
Give ib a good coat of barnyard manure, heing core-
ful to spread it thicker on any rather barren spots,
if any. Then put on the gang plow or a good cul-
tivator, so as to stiv up and turn it over. This
After each

lowing or turning over, give it & good harrowin
p yo (-] ’

will give the weeds a chance to start.

and so continue for two or three times, when it
should again have a plowing. By this means the
land will he pretty well cleared of thistles and
other weeds, and the following havrvest the grain
can be hound without gloves. If the ground is
lumpy, put on the roller after plowing, and get it
fit for a seed bed.

In the fall drill in wheat, being caveful that the
seed grain is clean of all foul seeds, for if we sow
foul seeds we are sure to gather a foul evop. Seed
down with timothy and other grasses if necessary ;
sow the grass seed liberally. If theland is in good,
fine condition as u seed bed and well manured, the
following winter will not have as much effect on
the plants as it would otherwise. Then carly in
spring sow the clover. Then for the next two or
three years keep this as a meadow, from which we
may reasonably expect good crops of hay, but the
aftermath must not be pastured too close while in
meadow. For the next two or three years keep it
as a pasture, when the sod can be broken up early
in the fall, and the following spring plant potatocs,
roots, and corn on part of it (using all the manure
we can possibly put on during the winter) and
spring grains on the balance, Thistles and other
foul seed may probably get in again by this time.

Let us by all means keep all the Live Stock we

possibly can, and what we keep let us keep well,
in good growing condition. In the summer, if the
pastures fail, which they often do, especially in w
dry season, feed the stock plentifully with green
feed, such as corn, which I find yields the greatest
amount of succulent forage, consequently we should
grow a good large piece for that purpose.

.To cnable us to keep the Live Stock in good
heart and growing all the year round, we must also
have good farm buildings, and a good bank-humn
(so called) is ahout the hest jorm for the main
buildiug, with a conveniently fitted-up basement
of stone for horses and cattle.

As the prices of grain have been low for the last
few years, it is more profitable to grow only just
enough for our own use, which feed liberally, as
well as hay, to the Live Stock ; thereby we shall
be able to take our produce to market on its own
feet, and also have & good heap of barnyard ma-
nure of the best description, which is better in
almost every respect than the commercial ferti-
lizers. We should during the winter draw out
most of our manure and spread on the land soon
after it is made—we then get the full strength of
it. By adopting the above method, we should he
able in a few years to go all over the farm, and as
some onc has said, ¢ become o benefactor to his
country, able to muke two blades of grass grow
where only onc grew before.,” Aye, more than
that.

If the farm, ov the first portion of it thus treated
becomes dirty again, which it probably will, while
we are surrounded by careless and dirty neighbors,
begin again as at first. This leaves a regular rota-
tion of crops covering about seven yewrs, which is
better than oftener. We keep a good part of this
time in grass, und in these days grass is king.

Hovace Greeley said : “ Only good farming pays.

The good farmer alone grows good crops
at first, and better ever afterwards; it is far bet-
ter to maintain the productive capacity of a farm
than to restore it. . . Rotation is at least
negative fertilization, it may not positively enrich
a farm, it will at least retard and postpone its im-
poverishnent. He who grows wheat after wheat,
corn after corn, for twenty years, will need to emi-
grate before that term is fulfilled. The same farm
cannot support (or endure) him any longer than
that. All our wheat-growing seetions of fifty
years ago are wheat-growing no longer, while Eng-
land grows larger crops thereof on the same fields
that fed the Saxon Harold and William the Con-
(ueror. Rotation has preserved these as_the lack
of it has ruined those.” :

We must by all and every means keep our lands
clear of weeds as far as possible, for we cannot
grow half a dozen crops mixed together.

Wi take pleasure in presenting a portrait of the
Jersey cow Eurotisama, breaker of the anmual re-
cord for butter, she having given, in the year en-
ding April 21, 1890, 945 1b. 9 oz., salted ounce to
pound and ready for market—which is 8 Ib. 104 oz.

Ty

This puts me in mind of & neighbor’s hay fiey
last year. The first crop of hay after wheat, ),
had a heavy crop such as it was. There was nhgy
3 parts thistles, 2 parts chess, | part cockle,
part wheat, 1 part rye, 2 parts mustard, 3 parts
timothy, 1 part clover, hesides shepherd's s,
sorrel, yarrow, and other trash.

Let us kecp the scuftier and hoes going frequently
on all root and corn crops. The farmer’s life isy
busy one at certain sensons (and as for that |
other occupations have to keep busy, besides ,
good deal of worry), but we can save a good dedl
of labor by not growing so much grain as we have
been in the habit of doing.

Another method of improving far:as would he to
plant plenty of good thrifty shade trees, which
would act as shelter as well as shade, in front of
the farm, and I have often thought that a rvow of
trees hetween and surrounding every field would
be a great advantage. The little shade the tres
would give to the crops would be trifling compared
to the comfort afforded to stock in pasture. Be.
sides, timber is getting scarce, und those tree
would make good posts that would not necd re-
newing very often, to fasten wire on as fences.
They- would also act as wind breaks, which are
very much needed now as our forests are nearly all
swept away.

Almost any farmer can improve his place by
making it attractive ; it would be the best invest.
ment he could make for his children, and it would
surronnd their youth with a beauteous and attrac
tive home. The dwelling may be small and rude,
but a few choice flowers and shrubs in front and
surrounding the. house, and good fruits, together
with 2 select lot of vegetables, and best of all,a
nice variety of small fruits, which can be grown s
easily, would add a great deal of pleasure for the
young folks as well as conducive to health, There
is very little labor done on the farm that is %
profitable as that which makes the wife and child:
ren fond of their home. We should also havea
small library of well-selected books, and not be
grudge some of the best papers, partienlarly gool
agricultural and horticultural journals. This would
save many youths from wandering away from their
homes.

I may not have advanced many new ideas fora
progressive farmer, but they are practical and

common sense ones.

more than the yield of the only other cow thati
known to have reached 900 lbs, Eurotisama ¥
bred, tested, and is owned by Mr. D, F. Appletoy
of Ipswich, Mass,




