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Union tells us that in a leading editorial it recently said:
"lAbout half a-dozen of Tory papers in the Dominion of
Canada have pronounced against annexation to the United
'States." This would be bard to beat as an example of the
skilful conbination of the suppressio veri, witb the sztg-
gestio falsi. We doubt if aven half-a-dozcn Republican
papers in the United States bave pronounced against
annexatien to Canada, but it had flot occurred to us to
draw any such sweeping inference as the Telegrapli seems
to have suggested te the ('hristiau Union. Had the
Telegraph beeau able to naine balf-a-dozen newspapers of
standing and influence in the Dominion whichbhad pro-
nounced in favour of annexation to the United States, our
New York contemporary might hav.e been justified in
inferring that there was at least a small movemiett of the
kind indicated. That there is a considerable party in
Canada in faveur of reciprocity with the United States is
true, but that is a very different matter, though the
Christian Union seems to confuse the two tbings. It is

j qually true that a mnmber of inluential nmen in the
United States are in favour of reciprocity with Canada.
But we can assure the Christian Union that if there is a
phenomenal mnovement or any movement, not of the very
feehlest kind in Canada in the direction indicated, we
have nlot before heard of it, and we have goud reason to
believe that the great majority of the people of Canada
ha',a nct beard of it. The Canadians as a people have the
highest respect and the most friendlv regard for their kins-
men in the United States. They are willing to trade with
them in tbe future, as in the past, or aven more freely
and to cultivate the most intimate business and social
relations, as tbey bave long been doing, but they prefer
thieir own laws, customs and institutions, and are fiilly
resolved to retain and maintain themi, believing that their
country is moving forward to a higher national destiny and
one more worthy of their ambition, than that of absorption
in the Great Plepublic.

SQAID Mr. Blaine, a couple of weeks since: " The contest
~'that is now waging for muembership of the next

Congress is not properly a contest between the R1epulican
and Democratîc ideas. It is a contest between protection-
ists and fre-traderýs." As Mr. Blaine, in commnon with
other members of the Washington Cabinet, bas declinied to
sec the interviewer since the election, we have no means
of knowing whetber lie adheres te the above opinion
and admits that the people of the Uiued States bave
declared for free-trade. t is very likely that ha now
regrets having made se streng a statemnent. Hee may
attempt te explain away the significance of the astounding
defeat which the Protectionists, or the Ileptublicans, or
both in one, have sutiered. t is possible tbat the state-
ment itself was an extreme one, but even that fact would
not lessen its significance, since it is clear that in miakimig
the assertion Mr. Blaine helieved hiniself to bc using the
strongest argument that could be urged in favour cf the
IRepublican party. The event shows, however explained,
that the protectionist cry was utterly powerless to rally the
people to the support of the old party of whicb Mr. Blaine

is the puissant leader. Whatever minor causes, such as
Speaker Reed's arbitrary rulings, Senator Quay's repu-
tatien for unscrupulousness, the proposed Government
control of SoutherD elections, etc., m ay have contributed
te the result, thaera can ha no doubt whatever that the
overwhelming victory cf the Democrats is a wost empliatic
condemnation of the McKinley Bill. It iii doubtful if a
revolution in popular sentiment se suddan and radical has
ever before takan place in the history cf American
politics. t bas more than justified the sagacity of those
who pradicted that the McKinley Bill would prove to ha
the beginning cf the end, the last desperate effort cf a
failing causa. In contamplating the marvellous overthrew
cf the party which fanciad itself entrenched se impregnably,
oe is raminded cf the adage toc trite te quota, IlWhom
the gods," etc. The American peeple have daclared in
the most unmistakabla terms that they will net submit te
war taxes in timie cf peace, that thay will flot consent te
have the cost cf the necassaries cf life artiflcially increased
in order that rich manufacturing and ethet monopolîsts
may ha made richar. That is the one undaniable and chief
mnaning cf the vote cf the 4th Noember.

W HAT will the Democrats de with the great victery
which bas coma te them? Tima alona can tell. Lt

is evident that thay did net expact se cempleta a triumph,
wera unprapared for it, and, ccnsequantly, have ne plans
matured for turning it te account. Tha meaning cf the

vota as a condamnation cf excessive taxation is more
strikingly manifest in view cf the tact that the rasult was
net due te any astute management or suprame effort on
the part cf the succassful party. Lt cannot hc attrihuted
to the prowess cf any great Damocratic lasdar, or te any
special policy or strategy cf the victors. Tbeir general
hestility to excessive taxation alone can account for the
restmlt. The peculiar political system cf the Ulnited States
will prevent the will cf the people 50 clearly expressed at
tbe pulls from taking eflect at any early day in legislation.
A similar indication of public feeling in England or Can-
ada would ha imimediately fruitful. The condamned
cabinet would ha displaced, and the control of legislatien
given ever almost at once te the hands of those in whom
the people had voted confidence. The views cf the Senate
would scarcaly ha taken into the account. In the United
States the Senate is the more powerful body, and there is
no constitutional means cf changing its peitical complexion
for five or six years te coma. Hence the chef peitical
interest will continua te centra in that body. Its leaders
may adopt one cf tw.v courses. They may aithar refuse
on varicus pretexts te accept the mandate cf the people,
and so continue the McKinley Bill in operation, relying, on
the potent and in many cases sinistar means cf influence,
in thc use cf which thay are adepts, te hring about the
desired change in public sentiment hatore the next election,
or they may bow with more or less grace and sîncerity te
the popular verdict and shape their legisiation accordingly.
The latter course would expose them te so many 8elfisb
but powerful antagonisms that its possibility need hardly
be taken into the account. In any case, it is perhaps as
well that no immediate reversal cf policy is possible
Sudden or violent change might lead to reactien. It is
ver 'v likely that further education cf the people with the
McKinley Bihl as schoolmastar may ha desirable. Th'ie
situation can scarcaiy fail te give the whole Demnocratic
party a powerful impulse in tha direction cf a revenue
tariff, if net et absolute frae-trada. Meanwhile it is highly
probable that Canada's prospects cf reciprocity on soe
fair basis will ha considerably improved by this unexpected
turmi cf affaira in the great Repuhlic.

CRIMINAL LH'EJM TUBE.

W E have flot been accustorned to think the Newgata
Calendar the choicest reading virgiîibuspuerisque-

the sort cf literature tiat we weuld introduce into the
school room, or aven tolerate in the drawing-room. Bocks
cf tiis kind may ha a sort cf necessity on pathological
,grounds, but right-thinking adults wihl hardly censider
them te be tha hast means cf racreation or amusement.
As a matter cf fact, thay hava been tound mîschievous read-
ing for bocys, neyer or hardiy avar detarring from evil
deing, but somatimes actualhy proving an incentive te
cr ie.

For these and other reasens, which naed hardhy te ha
s1 iecid, most right-thinking persons have ragratted vary
deeply the morbid aagernass cf the nawspapers te obtain
details cf ne real interast and cf ne moral or ratienal
signiicance in relation to the unhappy man whe is lying
under sentence cf death in the jail at Wocdsteck.

We are, cf course, quite aware that, in cases cf this
kind, there is need cf a certain amount cf publicity. This
is necessary, in the first place, for the sake cf obtaining
avidence, se that the guiity may hab brcught te justice,
Moreover, it is a f undamental principla cf justice, as under-
stood in modern timas and undar constitutional govern-
niants, that the trial cf an accused person shah hae con-
ducted in public, and that ail the dataiîs cf the evidence,
unless se far as the judge shaîl consider it hurttul te public
morality, may ba reported in the nawspapers. Lt may
sometimes ha very offensive te the readers cf these papers
that thay should ha undar the nacessity cf wading through
a quantity of matter cf a very disgusting character, or aise
cf ahstaining altogether frcm raading the account cf a trial.
This, howavar, cannot ha halped. Se long as vice and
crime remain among men, and trials hava te ha hald, and
punisliments inflictad, se long we must put up with such
inconveniances, and recognize themn as necessary avils.

Se tar there is a genemal agreement cf opinion, and if
thase imits weme obsemvad thare would ha ittle necessity
for criticising the dcings cf our daily press on the subject
under considération. But the question here arises whather
there is te be any limit te the publication cf matters wbich
concern the deings cf criminals during their trial and
after their condamnation. And we cannet dcubt that, ini
the case cf Birchall, thasa limits have been greatly exceedad.

We can hamdiy imagine any reasonable or lawful stata cf
mind to which these newspaper reports hava ministemed,
and wa teel quita sura that their publication bas bean, in
many ways, mest misahievous.

Lf the effort cf the reporter had bean te throw light
upon the chamacter and history cf this most misamable man,
we could net have blamed the efforts made. It is cf real
intareat, it might aven ha of soe utility, te discover the
steps hy which a young man, weil-born, as we say, with the
advantages cf moral, religions, and cultivated surroundings,
should have davaleped inte the hard, caîhous, maakhess crimi-
nal who lias stainad bis hands with the blcod cf a falhow-
man wîth as littha compunctien, apparently, as ha would
have taIt in shocting a dog. Thera is ne difference cf
opinion, that wa hava heard of, in regard te the strange-
nasa cf this phenomenon, particuharly when it is remem-
hered that, in bis ordinary hehaviaur, the unfortunate
man dees not appear te have been cf a cruel or unamiable
disposition. Anything which would hehp te chear up
this prohlem would, doubtless, ha cf intarest te parsons
who make a saricus study cf ahnormal humanity, but we
deubt whether aven this cemparativaly easonable pmrovis-
ion weuld have hean very profitable fer the general
public.

Hew tar the nawspapems have gene beyend the utmost
imits that could ha conceded on such grounds as thase, we

imagine that averyie knows, and it is high time that
legislation should interfeme, if it doas net ahready provide
for some greater rastraint in the publication ef the doings
cf criminais. Who is responsibie, we should like, te know,
for permitting continuaI communication 1etween a con-
demmned criminal and repoerters et the newspapers i Sncb a
phaenomenon is semiething new (te us) in the annais cf crinme.
If a man under sentence of death is deafi te the law, bas
he the right te sali the copyright et a biography or any
other iiterary production of his hast days' ibis is a ques-
tion which it iimn the public intemest te have answemed.

Tha publication et " Birchahh's Biogmaphy " in the
cohunins of apaper et the high standing hitherte occupied hy
the Mlail is oeaof the moat shocking things in moder naws-
paper iterature. Lt the wretched mani wished te earn a
few hundred dollars for bis nnhappy wife, any claim wbichî
the law might have had upon lis writings might have heen
rehaxcd or set aside. Even in that casa the publication
migbt have heen daferred. Lt is greathy te ha teared, how-
ever, that Birchahl is influenced quite as much by the
desire for the quasi-heroiam cof his biography heing read
hy thousanda duing the hast heurs of bis lite, and that
ha is enjoying the vuigar satisfaction cf saaing bis ewn
miserable writing and vulgar sketches raproduced in the
copies of the daihy Mail whicb find thcim way te bis apamt-
ment.

If the writing bad any intemest whatever, litemary,
intehlectual, or nmoral, its publication weuld ha somewhat
intelligible, but it bas none cf these qualities. A compo-
sition which secms partly that et a half-educated school-
bey, and et a herse-jockey net edncated at ahi, is hardhy
the thing te hay upon the breakfast tables et cur ladies amnd
gentlemen, or upon the deska cf our men et business. We
confess that this description is the result et a very slight
perusal of the disgnsting document. But we dipped into
a gcod many places in the hope that soe passages might
ha found et a radeeîning character, but anything more
waary, stale, flat, and unprofitahle wa cannet ramember.
We are parsuaded that hardly anyone would care te maad
a dozen lines et the trash, but for the tact that it is the
production et a murderer undar sentence et death.

Lt is asserted that theoteher daiiy papers dancunce
the publication becanse thay taiiad te obtain possession cf
the precicus manuseript. We sin-cerely hope they made
ne attampt tc do se. Lf tbey did, we cengratulate them
heamtily on thair faihure, The Ml•ail is jubilant over the
number et copies seid et the numbers ccntaining the first
part et the bicgraphy. We are atraid that there may ha
grounds for this juhilation, but we are quite certain that,
if it bas incraased its tampcrary circulation, it bas car-
tainiy damaged its genaral charactar. Lt is the business
cf papers which hock at thesa suhjects from a dîsinterasted
peint et view te say plainly what educatad men are think-
ing and saying on this unpracadented literary ventura.

THiE sounding mada by the French engineers on this
side et the Engiish Channel in connection with the propesed
Channel bridge are now compietad. The resuits cf the
survey are, it is stated, net se satisfactory as was bopad,
the floor cf the Channel betwaen Folkestone and Vannes
heing somewhat untavourable te the schemp. In this case
another route will have te ha teund-prehably between the
naarest land points-namahy, Cape Grisnez and Dover,
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