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THE CIIINESE QUARTER 0F SAN FRANCISCO.
IN Mrs. Pfeiffer's recent volume of travels, IlFlying Leaves fromt East to
West," the followingC accounit is given of a visit to the Chinese quarter of
San Francisco: IlIn the afternoon we visited the Chinese quarter-China-
town as it is callel-anil sw aIl tliat wa8 to be seenl fromt the outsjde.
The Chinese population iii California numnbers ab this tinte 100,000 souls,3,200 of whoin dwell in San Francisco, occupying but six .block ftepr
of the town they have appropriated to, themnselves. They live close, liko
bees in a bive; and as beus, they arc industrious. Thore is said. to be no
trade or calling known aniong moin, save only.that of blacksmith, bc
bas flot its adepts among the dlwelers of tihinatown. The Chinamn
though tolerated, favoured even iii California as nowliere olse in the States,
is flot permitted to becoine the possessor of freehiold property ; but, taking
bis bouses upon long lease, lie bas contrived in înany instances so to sur-
round soute big hotel, or better street, the' 0)jects of bis ambition, as to
drive away the white occupants and step quietly into their places.' One
hotel thus taken possession of is now the resort, workshop, and dwelling-
place of no less than 600 of these busy bees. In the later part of this day
we toule a survey of the interior of onie of their restaurants, and afterward
found oui way, by the paying of lbalf-a-dollar, into a joss-house."

The inside of the restaurant did niot ju4tify the p)romise mnade front
without. Il I cati imagîine nothing short of being one of the ' useless
nioutbs' of a city in a state of siege that could make me partako of any of
tile kickshaws of that devil's kitchen; even then I think 1 should have
grace te prefer a more lingering death. flashes of tubular organisans looking
like earth-wornis, birds of the size of cbickeîîs and the forai of cranes mnade
rcady for tie spit iii the cruel îniockery of flighit, utirosmeesn
littie saucera, pots ami panls, aîîd refuse of aIl sorts mixed with sheils having
a faital affinity with those of sîitils, mnust have sufficed to rebut any but an
appetite to the mariner born. 1 ain af-raid îny polito endoavours to look
pleased, as 1 walked frontî one table to the otber and examined tbese
dainties, were very unsuccessful ; for tdie (Jinaîn watched îny mnoveinents
with angîy eyes, and their loud voices bawling, to ecd other iiitebrî
accents of tbe native tommge made mie fear that we wero hardly wise in
having ciîtered this elysiuîn unatterîded. Be tbat as it inay, the dlamtour
ànd the odours exhaled drove us down the îlirty stairs into the street quite
as quickly as we hadllcîde.

The joss-lbouse was îlot mocre fragrant tilan the eating.house, and the
impure air was furtiier loaîled witli the fumes of a net very aroînatic
îîîceîîse. Il We faced thme darkiiess and endured the closenless, upheld by an
irrosistible curiosity. 'rte Clîiianan uit theo wicket hîîd the dul oye and
falling lip of wlînt we hiad niow learned to recognize as the 'opium face 1; but
Ih( inanaged te pull hiieif togetîter wlîen wu spoko to him, and to sijout
out a îîionosyllal which, brouglît to our service thlat other one of the
servants of the telmple Witt) was now our guide. This hast had a very
limiited acquaiîîtauice with the Englisli tongu> u ecntie omk
out that the idol occupyiuig tile first shrine was tbe roprosentativo of one
who in lifo lîad been an, unsuccessful iýpeculator, Passing on to otber
tabernacles, our attenîtion was called to kings and onoos lcwit
and red, and alweyti tilt-eu together; and in a shrine, shut iii by a black
Veil, to a 'good woîîîanl,' to whoui Oriental politeness bad allowed a head.
The 'good' lady, aIse makiug omie or three, was seated betwoon two others
unaccommodated witb charactors. The hast image to wbich we wero iîîtro-
duced was tlîat of an aged man, wbo bad walked or crawled the earth for
150 years, ami wbo posgessed the power of imparting in sorte occuit
mariner, tic secret of longevity to bis worslîippors. At"n ftetbr
nacles of the kings, by the side of the Iuurning incense, we remarked a sort
of lots, tie notches on1 wlîicli would iiîforîn the drawer of the number of
doses of nuedicine to be taken in order to a cure of bis partictilar inalady.
We iYade momte attemîpts to extract front our guide the nature of bis
roligious convictions; but hoe was oitbor very reticent on the point, or bis
imperfect vocabulary was a bar to the exchango of abstract ideas."

From the joss-house they wvent to Chiîîese ÀAlley, wbere tbey bad the sad
siglit of seveîal vacant girlisli faces, hapless rather than unhappy, pianted
behind little latticed Windows, and looking fair, with their glabrous black
tresses and eyes asîant, upo-l the sunless background of their dens. "lHere,
as in Cbina proper, wheî'e polygamny is and always has been in full force,
the phea of Mormonism, that it is a provontive of prostitution, receivos
enîpbrtic contradiction. We hurried front this hapless inferno, and,
unattended as we were, thought it botter not to venture into the opium
dons, and indeed biad seeuil oioughi of what was unsavoury, darksome aîîd
pestilent iii Chinatown fuir one day. What strikes ono as anomalous is the
look of personal cleanliness and high-keeping of tlhese HI-living Orientais.
The barbers' shops, whieh abound in every street, are nover without cus-
torners, whose figures are to lio seen through window and door, witb beads
tlîrown luack, resigned to the play of razor and tweozers and othermysteri.
ous littie instruments, in ail wbich tbey sent to find a kmnd of lazy deligbt.
No well-licked puppy cari look more sieek than theso quaintly-dressed
beings as they issue front umîder the hands of the professional manipulators,
razed and pluckcd, with not a hair of sIiining pig-tait or interrogativo oye-
brow awry. \Vo occasienally saw women of the decent blasses, but flot of
that distinction wvbichi is marked by crippled foot, gliding or sbuffling on
thoir whito -sole-I sitoes, apparerîtly unsoiled by the dirty street, passing on
their way with a furtive air and look of baste, ofton beautifully dressed,
and always with carefully arraîiged hair.: But 'tbe most grotesque of aIl
theso figures wero those of the little cbildren, wbose wadded garments
muade them as broad as tiîey were lon1g, and whose little pig-tails genorally
stood ont on ond. On the wbole we did not regret the time passed in this
transphanted portion of tho Flowory Land, however villainous the perfumo
of mnany parts of it."'

GRANT'S DEPEAT OF JOHNSON'S PLOT.
THE December numnber of the Northb -merican Re iew contatins, a

paper by Ex-Secretary Boutweîî, on " Johnson's Plot and Motives. Tsintoresting, article makes Jobnson's general position very clear, and probably
ostablishos it about as it will go into history. Mr. Boutwell givos, aise avivid accounit of General Grant's relation to the matter, and of bis tirai
cenduct, whicb bad se mullch to do witit defeatirîg the Johnson policy and
plot. Mr. Boutwell says:

IJpon my arrivai, in Washington to attend the session cf CongreSs
whic begn Dcembr 3,186, 1 receîved a hetter froml Mr. Stantonas

ing me to caîl at the War iDepartmnent at the earliost moment possible.-called without delay. lie dirocted me to bis private room, where hoe sOOlI
joined me.

Without preface hoe said: '"I amn more concorned for the fate of the
country than Il was at any time during the war." is exact words furthor
I cannot recali, but lie gave me to understand that the Prosident had issued
ordors to officers of the armay, of which neither hoe nor General Grant bad
knowledge, and that; there was danger that General Grant would ho sentaway froru Washingtoni.. .

At the request of Mr. Stanton, I wroto atbis dictation the substanceof wbat afterward hecamo the second section of the Army Appropriationk
Act, approved -March 2, 1867.

In that section it was provided that the beadquarters of the Generai
of the Army should ho at the City of Washington, and that hoe should notbe detailed for service olsewhore oxcept at bis own roquost or hy the pro-vicus, approvai of the Sonate ; that ail orders and instructions relating temilitary operations issued by the Prosident or Socretary of War should beissuied tirougi the General of the Army, or in case of bisý disabiîity tbrougb
the otlleer next in comnmand; and, finally, that ail orde3rs issued in anyotier inannor should be nuit and void, and tlîat the officers issuingu sncborders, and ail officers that migit ohey them, knewing tu;t they bad been
issued in any other mnanner, shouîd ho aliko guilty of ainis.iemeanouir.

Aftor the olection cf General Grant to the Presidenicy, hoe gave me an'account of uis interviews witi Pre4iuent Johnson, in'reference te the pro-joct cf sending tic Gonieral to Mexico in tbe auturnn cf 1866. Lt was insubstance tuis "At a casual meeting the Prosident said, ' r mnay baveoccasion to ask you te go to Mexico.' 1 said in reply, ' 1 arn s0 situated
that it will net ho cenvenient for me to beave. -Net mm-iy days after tuiSconversation the President sent for me " to conte te bis office. Upon, MYarrivai [ found Mr. Seward and tie Presidonit. Mr. Seward op ned bisportfolio, and read a long paper addressed te mue, and centainîngc instructions
for my guidanîce in Mexico. Wben Mr. Seward bad conciuàed, I çîaid tethe President, ' You know 1 told you tiat ilt wouhd flot ho convenient forme to go to Mexico.' Tie President thon began te argue witb me, and te.uirge. 1 as steadihy resisted bis arguments. The President grew wariaand finaIhy, rising front bis chair and strikingy the table violenthy witb bisfist, hoe said, 'I1 wouhd like te know if tiere is an officer cf the army wbowill net obey my orders l'I rose, took my bat in my hand, and said, ' 1arn an officer cf the army, but I arn a citizen also. 'rie service you ask
une te performt is a civil service, and, as a citizen, I may accept it or declinO
it ; and 1 dechine it. I tben left the room."

The distinction thus made by Generai Grant loft te the President
autborîty te assign bim te duty as a soldier in any point'witbin the United
States tiat the President migb-lt select, and benco the solicitude of Mr.Stanton for the passage cf the section in the Army Bill of the 2nd of
Marcb, 1867.

THE DANISH- CRISIS~.
SCANDINÂVIA " bas f rom tiîne te time oxphained the state cf social andpohitical affairs wiici bas nocessariiy led te the proscrit crisis in Denmark.Tiore are on co band the classes formed under tic absolute Government-

a university-educated bureaucracy, witb somte feeble romnants of au aristo-cracy ; on the otier, the peasantry, habourers and yeoman proprietorsinow well-to-do, hut wbo were depressed into miserable serfs until the latterpart of the Iast century. Tie liberal constitution cf 1818, wiich was oftbe cemu»en European pattern, gave the power in the ffuse cf Communsior Il Folketbing," to the poasants exclusively ; whule later a difforentiy-organized Upper lieuse, or IlLandstbin-," witb a majcrity of the bigberand middle classes, was in sharp opposition te the IlFoikething" and witb-eut the conciliatory provisions cf the Swedish constitution in its provisionfor comme n proparatory committees and a joint vote in matters wbicb, hiketbose cf tie budget, must ho deoided. The prosent situation i is a sufficientdemonstration cf the absol ute necessity for trying a Parîiamentary Gever n-ment-a Government threngi tie leaders of the majoritios in the Chambers,and not sirnpiy tirough a Cabinet formed frutt one side cf the Upperbouse. The recent attompt cf a Coponbagon compositer te, shoot Mr.Estrup is an isoîated, unfortunate happening, net in the usual lineocfDanish ciaracter ; but there undoubtedly exists such an increasing, bitter-
ness witbin the parties that it doos net beave any otier solution 'possiblethan a change cf persons in the <4overinent. Tie very fact tbat mon origin-aily hiberal and popular cmn arrive at the prosent deadlock and arbitrary
oppressive rnetbed of governlment, shows the necossity cf recurring te the~popular Imeans : tiat of Parlîamentîlry Goverarnent. There can ho no'doubt about the progress of democracy in the Scandinavian countries, butit is quostionabbe wh;ether the progross will ho entirely salutary. The,
Norwegian domocracy bas ilet yet proven îtself the mest intelligent part,
cf the nation. There is a generai absence in ail the countries cf true,.
hiherai ideas and practicai cemmun senise. Proinent authors continue te'write inan impractical, possimnistic strain. Nothing wonîd ho more beabtby
in practice or in an inteilectual way than a livehy connection with the,
Anglo-Saxon nations, witb ail their individualisai and practical freedom.-
Scandinavia. t


