
THE MAYFLOWER.

In force and sweetness of exprcsaion, lia
greatly irAproves upon them!. In bis iiqtlve
groves, mounted on the top of a tait bush or
half-grown tree, in the dawn of dewy morn-
ing, while the woods are al.îeady vocal witb
a multitude of warblers, bis admirable sang
rîses pre-erninent over every competitor.-
The ear can listen ta bis music a)ur4e, to
whicb that of the others seems a maere ac-
companiment. INeither is this strain altoge-
thar imitative. His own native notes,ivbich
are easily distinguishabte by sucb as are
wvell acquainted with those of our various
song birdsq, are bold anrd fuil, and varied
seemingly beyond ait limits. Tbey consist
of short expressions of two, three, or at the
most five or six syltables, generalty inter-
speried with imit.4tions, and aIl of f hemu ltter-
ed with grect empliasis and rapidity, and
continned with uudiminished ardour for baîf
an bour, or an hour at 4 time. His expand-
ed wings and tait glisteiiing .yith white, and
the buoyant gaiety of bis action arresting tile
eye, as his sang most irresistibly does the
enr,he sweeps round witb enthusiastie ecstacy
-hie mcunts and descends as bis song swells
or dies away ; and, as my friend Mr. Bart-
ram bas beautifully expressed it, "1Ie bounds
aloft; with the celerity of an arrow, as if ta
recover or recal bis very soul, expired in the
last elevated strain."' Wbite exerting bim-
self, a hystander, destitute of siglit, wouldl
suppose that the wbote featbered trihe had
assemblea toglether on a trial of ski)), eaàb
striving to produce bis ptrnost effeet, so per-
fect are bis imitations, He mnny trnes'de.
ceives the sportsman, and sands bim in
searcli of birds that perhaps are not within
miles of bim, hùt whose notes lie exactly
imitates : even birds themselves are fre-
qnently imposed on by this admirable mimi.,
and are decoya by the fancied caîts of their
mate; or. dive, vith precipittion, into the
depth of thickets, at the screnm of What they
suppose ta bie the Sparrow Hawk.

The Mocking Bird loses littla of tbe pow-
er and energy of bis song by confinement.
In bis .dome4iegted state, wben lie com-
mences bis c4reer of sang, it is impossible ta
stand by uninterested. Hie wbistles for the
dog; Coesar starts up, wags bis tait, and rtins
ta meet his m#ster. I-le sqttelqs out lika a
burt chien, and the lien iuns about with
hgnging wings and bristled featbersctucking
to proteçt bef ijured brood. The barking

2~l.i
of the dog, the nlewjng of the cat.the creak-
ing of a passing wheelbarrow, fallow ivitiî
great truth and rapidity. I-le repeats the
tune.taug-ht ii by his mnaster, Ihougli of
considerable lengLh, fully and faithfully.-
HIe runs over the Canary, and the clear
wbistlings of the Virginia Nightingale, or
Redbird, with sueli superior execution and
effect, that the mortified eangsters feel their
own inferiority, and become altogether sulent,
while lie seems to triumph in their defeat by
redoubling his exertions.

This excessive fondiiess for variety, how-
ever, in the opinion of some, injures bis song.
His elevated iitations of the Brown Thrush
are frequently interrupted by th e crowing of
cocks; and the wy4rblirngs of the Bluebird,
wliich. lhe exquisitely manages, are mingled
with the screamings of swallows, or the
cackling, of liens ; amidst the simple melody
of the Robin, ive are suddenly surprised by
the shrill reiterations of the Wbip-poor-will ;
wbule the notes of the Kilideer, lue Jay,
Martin, and twenty others, succeed with suchi
irnposing reality, that we look round for the
originals, and discover, wvith astonishment,
that the sole performer in this singular con-
cert is the admirable bird now before us.-
Durîng this exhibition of his powers, lie
sprcads bis wings, eiýpands bis tail, and
throws himseJf around the cage in ail the
estacy of enthusiasm, seeming not only ta
sing, but to dance, keeping: tîme to the inea-
sure of his music. Both in bis native and
domesticated state, during the solemn stifl-
ness of niglit, as soon as the moon rises in
sulent majesty, lie begins his deliitful solo,
and serenades us the livelong night witb a
full display of his vocal powers, making the
whole neighbourbood ringv with bis inimitable
medley.- Wilson's Amei'ioan Orittology.

Study to make the whole of your carrnage
a)pd discourse among men s0 engagiflg, as
niay invite even strangers to love yau, and
allu~re them tu love religion for your*sake.

By doing good .with bis money, a man, as
it were, stamps the image of God upan it,
and makes it- pass current for the marchan-
dise of heaven.

Truth and holiness are, in the Christian
system, sa intimately allied, tligt* the warm
and faitliful ineulcation of te one, laye the
only foundation for the other.


