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authority for the statement that, * in the
ten years from 1875 to 1885 the wealth of
the United Kingdom has advanced from
£8,500,000,000 to £10,000,000,000.” This
is no doubt satisfactory, but the past in-
crease may co-exist with causes for anxiety
or evenalarm. A country in a progressive
condition generally increases in wealth so
long as population continues to increase,
and sometimes after population has come
to a stand.

Mr. Irwell undertakes to show that it
would not ‘pay England to treat the colo-
nies exceptionally for the purposes of secur-
ing a larger portion of their trade, includ:
ing the whole of the trade of Canada. In
1890 the colonies took £94,522,469 of
British exports, while foreign nations took
£238,729,649. Of her imports £324,530,-
783 came from foreign countries, and only
£96,161,284 from the colonies. From the
mere juxtaposition of these figures the con-
clusion is drawn that ¢ the plan of a cus-
toms union must be ovne of sentiment
rather than practical advantage.” And the
question is asked: ‘““As the colonies treat
tbe mother land no better than foreigners,
why should she give the special advan-
tages, unless she will herself derive
some distinct benefit from so doing?”
Mr. Howard Vincent, who looks at Fair
Trade from the Imperial point of view.
would answer this question by saying that
the benefits of discrimination would be
reciprocal. That statement would not,
however, prove that discrimination would
on the whole be beneficial to England.
¥ The protectionist policy of foreign coun-
tries,”” Mr. Irwell admits, ‘‘injures the
trade of British merchants, because it
makes the goods 8o high in price that the
demand for them is considerably lessened ;
but if she abandoned the policy of free

then it is in the power of aqy f.oxexgn;
Dedueting res|

natiop to .injure ber.” ,
expoxts, the United, Kipgdom  imports
mq.nnfp.ctured goods to the value of only.

-f'?%S.OQQOQQ ..wor.th. .. .A. duty, on. ﬁhxsv

£50,000,000 of imports, it .is contended,,

would fail to produce a coercive effect on

the countries, that produce them, and|

thak a war of tariffs in this form ~wguld
be pure msamty

..The object of Brlthh Fglr Tradors 13 to‘
seepre for England a larger share of the
trade, of the, colonies. A Mr., Irwell replies
that . the mother c(mntny ,alregady. . pos-

seqaeg the tra.de of Australagia and Sogth,|

Afrion, the exports from which smounted
to £76,000,000 in 1890. Of this amount |
£%6 000 represent the trade of the Ags-

tr ha.h colomes “with oue another ; ; of the

mammg " £56,000:000, the” expotts”toktlv]é'
l? 1e8 ngaom amounteﬂ to " £39,000,000,
an only “£11,000, 000 weuf, to otheroountnes
The total imports to these coioqles. some
£82.1 000 000, oonsxsted of £40 ,000,000 fr f xon}:
tfxe ‘ii‘:.otl‘zet 9ountry, £29000000 intar.
colomall trade and ‘only £18 00q000 from
forelgn couni;nes » These pgures serve

tﬁe ur ose of the T reviower as fa.r a8 the

go “but w‘heh ;0] frade of tﬂe colomes sl

in queshon, hy feave ou n dq.
mo‘st 1mportant of them aﬂg ';‘flzre m?;no
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ddnbt's, }mw ot argq;pent 15 ¥he simple

statement that ‘‘ the imports to the United
Kingdom from all self-governing colonies
represents 'but ten per cent. of the total
imports, while those of foreign countries
represent over seventy’'; and of the ex-
ports sixty-five per cent. go to foreign
countries, and only sixteen to these outly-
ing British possessions. Would a policy
which exceptionally encouraged the smaller
trade at the expense of the larger be a wise
policy ? The conclusion that if England
took more from the colonies and less from
foreign countries, the latter would in return
take less from her, is so probable that it
cannot in practice be ignored. Mr. Irwell
goes far when he says that “ the American
people are such large buyers of British
manufactures that FEngland cannot afford
to lose their trade, however badly they
may treat her ”; but it cannot be said
that it is devoid of truth. His conclu-
sion is that no effective pressure can be
brought to bear upon the United States or
any other foreign nation, unless duties are
placed upon provisions and raw materials,
and that such daties would be suicidal.

Col. Vincent's reply to Mr. Irwell would
now be in order.

REVISED RULES FOR ELECTRIC
LIGHTING.

An important conference of the electrical
representatives of the various American
Underwriters’ Associations was held at the
rooms of the National Board of Fire Under-
writers, 156 Broadway, New York, on
Thursday, 18th, and Friday, 19th August,
1892. The following boards were repre-
sented, viz., the National Board of Fire
Underwriters ; the Underwriters’ Associa-
tion of New York State; the Underwriters’
Association of the Middle Department;
Philadelphia . Fire, Undexwriters’. Associa-.)
tion ; the Fire Association ‘of Underwriters,
Baltimore; New Orleans Board of Fire
Underwrxters Southeastern Tanﬁ Assocx
atxon, Bostou Board of Flre Undezwnters!,
and the New Engla.ud Exchauge B

Takmg as a basis the code of rules adop
ted by the Natxonal Electnc . Association,
these rulps were carefully conmdered ,and
revxsed sqctwn by section, A ptoof of thig ),

] revxsmn has been sent to the vanous Boatds, :
in, the Umted States a.nd Cauada, with & i

and to make a.uy suggestlous whlch may
be deemed proper as to changes or_addi-
tlons o

It is proposed to hold’ a second meetmg
in New York city as soon as reports have|
been recelved from the va.rwus boards thus
inv1ted a.ud such boards are cogd*ﬂy 18-}
quested to, be x;epxeseuted at thxs . meeting. |
O__u”t.;hat occasxon, we understs.ud the sub-
Jecq; of formmg a permanent assoclahqp,,
will be dlscussed and also & plan by, Wwhich,
there _may be umformlty in the ms,ttgx; of
bypxovmg of various klnds of wires ;angd,
fittings, It is hopqd that the resylt,. pf‘
these meetmgq may be the qdoptxon of i
form rules’ throughout the United Sta.tgq
;md Qanada .
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All who p.re fa.rmhar w;t.h the ;:Qatgeq of
blectnc hght and .power as affeqting fire,
hazard will a.pprecmte yhe }!ppprhy\cq of

- |Rower statiods,

| cizedit shay

paited agtion, in relation 0 the subisghs..A

neat pamphlet, containing a copy of the
revised rules, has been distributed among
fire underwriters' associations. As the
trolley system of street cars is being in-
troduced in various places in Canada, we
quote below the rules e Electric Railways ¢

Power Srarioxns.—All rules pertaining to
arc light wires and stations shall apply (so
far as applicable) to street railway power
stations and their conductors.

Power stations must be equipped in each
circuit as it leaves the station with an
approved automatic breaker or other de-
vice that will immediately cat off the cur-
rent in case the trolley wires become
grounded. This device must be mounted
on & fire-proof base and in full view of the
attendant.

TroLLEY WiREs. — 1s8t. Must be no
smaller than No. 0, B. & S. copper, or No.
4 B. & 8. silicon bronze, and must
readily stand the strain put upon them
when in use.

2nd. Must be well insulated from their
supports, and in case of the side or double
pole construction the supports shall also
be insulated from the poles immediately
outside of the trolley wire.

3rd. Must be capable of being discon-
nected at the power house, or of being
divided into sections, so that, in case of
fire on the railway route, the current may
be shut off from the particular section and
not interfere with the work of the firemen
in extinguishing the flames. This rule
also applics to feeders.

4th. Must be safely protected against
contact with other conductors.

Car-WirING.—All wires in cars must be
run out of reach of the passengers, and
must be insulated with a waterproof insula-
tor.

Lighting and railway power wires must
«1notvba permitésd m; the.same. circnit .with,
trobley wires with: a*gtou-nd return, except
an ‘gtreot ‘railway” ears, car housé a.hd
The same dynamo may
be used for both purposes,. provided the:
connection fdom the dynamo for each
.:;% dquhle poll switch, 8o
arranged that -enly ione of the clmmts can
béin hsé‘a‘t the'sama‘ time e :
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1 An. illubtrdtien of th¢. possibiljties ., of
1Canadxan"_jbjgade 18 found in the circum-

ptance that a business between China and
;the West J,'n@ms qﬁd South Amerjca through,
iQsosda. de being. developed‘ That..is. t0*
|96y, ‘pAssengers "ate ndw' going fromr Chind'
by G, P- R, gteamers to Vantotiver, by il

ttherce to Halﬁax and by stq&mgq frqm the
datter port to ‘the West India -Islands: and

qI)lreztﬁaraxf:i" :Chinese! Higfcharity” até "upibg

’ttl:l _ rouig,l.n gwteueuce to thaf by Jthe
Hsthmus ofPanuma, beeause they save time
ol thé pudithige “Wha't'id more, wé ire told
lthat Chinese merchandise is following by
lthe C..P, R, roufe and. the stegmera from
auada to the West Indles
+Fhig, information comen. fq, ug g ,a. 9
tise, bnt.we cannot eall the xesult ,unfqmw :
Boam, .or . inexpacted, for. we sre, told..
khe.Ca By R, tariff by:this. ropte wasii
Iash,yens, 584 npen the pesaliar map issi
by.. ishot, £oad), rnnseﬁenhing.,the..mr#mﬂ’




