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Correspondence.

(This papcr does not necessarly share the vicws expressed in correspondence published in its
columns, the use of which is f rely granted to writers on topics of interest to the militia.]

A CERTIFICATE 0F CHARACTER. QUESTIONED.

Tû thte Editor of t/he Canadian 1k! 1 itia Gazette:
SR,-In the last GAZETTE I offered to take the Minister of Militia

into my confidences, now I wisb to make a few remarks to him, anent
Quebec nmade ammunition and "Dropshot's" letter in the GAZTTTE Of
the 24th«ultimo. He ver>' rightly complains of the answer made in the
House of Commons to the Hon. A. G. Jones, which answer is fully
reported in -Hansard of the 4 th May, He says tbat the departmnent had
to go to IBritish Columbia for evidence of the reliability of that ammuni-
tion. The Ministe'r said lie had received a letter from Col. Holmes,
who tbought "'it m ight be desirable from the standpoint of the depart-
ment, and also ftom the standpoint of the force, to give his experience."
We will let that go for everything that it is worth-but orne point that I
must take exception to is "the standpoint of the militia." One swallow
does not mabe a summer, neither does one commanding officei's opinion
make perfect cartridges.

Later on the same day, in answ er to the samie Mr. Jones (I pre-
sume), %yho desired to be informed whetber the clothing manufactured
in Canada gave entire satisfaction, the Minister's answer was, judging
from its briefness, emphatic in the affirmacive. Now, if he quoted Col.
Holmes' opinion on the cartridges, it was oni>' fair that he should also
have quoted the opinions of other permanent corps oficers on the clotb-
ing, and had I written the repl>' to this last question of Mr. Jones, based

*upon the reply given to him on the cartridges, IZansard would have
read as.follows: "I should not undertake to express my own opinion on
this subject against that of prominent mlitia officers, both inside and
outside this House, but there was an article which appeared in a certain

*newspaper criticisîng the qualit>' of the clothing issued to the militin.
On looking over the Militia Report, 1887, I find comments made by
Col. Cotton, R.SA., Kingston, and Col. Montizambert, R.S.A., Quebec,
who thought it might be desirable from the standpoint of the mlitiaman
to give their opinions. These two oficers are in a position to know the
exact qualit>' of the clotbing, its wearinz capacit>', its dye, etc. The first
officer said "the clothing is flot satisfactory. * * * The dye of
some is inferior, and clothing blue when issued, shortly turns to a green
or claret colour. The second Colonel is convinced that "the material of
the great coats issued to the men is so indifferent that it does flot wear
as it should," and "the quality of the material-especiali>' in cloth tunic
-is ver>' inferior." That is how Hansard would then have read.

Now, if the. samne lne of argument had been followed respecting the
clothing as with the cartridges the reply could not have been made (page
1267, Hansard), "I do flot admit that ive issue any clothing of inferior
quality'> The militia members in the house must read the militia re-
ports ver>' carelessly. It is a great thing to have an indolent enemy.

INCH-PI N.

A soldier servant of Sir Lowry Cole, having been asked by bis mas-
ter respecting the date of some incident, replied: "Yer banner! It was
jist afore the peace broke out on us."

The officers commanding A, C, B and G Companies of the 13th
Battalion met in the armour>' on Monday evening last to select days for
the weekly rifle practice. of their respective companies. It was arranged
that A and C Co's should shoot on Monda>' of each week; B and G on
Tuesday. The remaining comj5any officers have as yet not selected
range days.

In consequence of the combipation of Nos. 3 and 4 militar>' dis-
tricts, and the D.A.G. no longer residing at Ottawa, the Princess Louise
Dragoon Guards and the Governor-General's Foot Guards, both of
which corps are often required to turn out for escorts, guards of honour,
and like dut>' on short notice, have been placed under direct orders from
headquarters, Ottawa.

Despite the fire, the June issue of The American Magazine is an
exceptionally briliant number. The illustrations and letter-press are
excellent, and the contents varied and entertaining. Among the notable
features is an interesting and finel>' illustrated paper on «'Oui Defenses
from an Army Standpoint," by Gen. O. O. Howard; Mrs G en. John A.
Logan contributes a graceful article on "T'he Art of Entertaining," a
subject she is well qualified b>' experience to handie; and George Edgar
Montgomery has a charming paper on "Dickens on the American Stage,"
that will be read with much interest b>' the great army of the distinguish-
ed novelist's friends. The article is illustrated b>' portraits of leading
actors, sbowing their conception of Dickens' characters. The month
furnishes Zitella Cocke with the text for a pretty poem "June." "Barbados:
The Elbow Island," is described in an illustrated paper b>' Dr. Williamn
F. Hutchinson. ..

Militia General1 Orders (No. ii), pf îst June, M88

No. z..-REdULATîoJîS FOR THE ANNUAL DRILL 0F 1888.89.
Ca "s-Adverting to No. i of General Orders (io) i îth May, 1888, the places

of tt eeral "Camps of Exercise" are as follows, viz:--4
Military District No. i........ Stratford, Ontario.

do 2 .. .. Niagara, do
do 3 and 4... Gananoque, do
do 5.... Sherbrooke, Quebec.
do 6 ........ Tbree Rivers, do
do 7......
do 8...... P Chatham, N. B.
(10 9........ Aldershot, N. S.

Transpor-The following is added te No. i of General Orders (io) i îth May,
1888, next after fiftb paragraph under heading "Transport":-

"Field Batteries will march to camp if tL distance is net more than six miles.
If more than six but under 25 milles an allowance in money at the rate Of 4 cents per
mile wilI issue for such cf the men as cannot he carried on the herses, gun carrnages
andi limfbers of the battery.
No. 2.-QUEEN's REGULATIONS AND ORDERS FOR THE ARMY, 1885.

Discipline. -1aragraph 33, section VI, Queen's Regulatiens and Orders fer the
Arm 1 885, bas been amended by erasing the fellowing words, cnmmencing in line
î6 and ending in line 19: "They will be previously examined by a medical officer with
a view te their being admitted te hospital, if net in a fit state te punishment."
NO. 3.-REGUJLATIONS AND ORDERS FOR THE MILITIA, 1887.

Ve.-réiary Surgeois-The following is added aller paragrapb 8o, in the Regula.
tiens and Orders for the Militia, 1887, viz:-

"«Veterinary Surgeons recemmeaded for appointment will be required te hold a
Certiffcate of Graduation or a Diplema frein a recognized Veterinary Cellege, the
holding of wbich is te be specially certified te by the olicer commaading the corps; if
either cf thesé are net held, a satisfactory certificate cf professional ability is te be
forwarded te hceadquarters with the recemmendation for appointmnent."
NO. 4.-PERMANENT CORPS.

Systein qo/. Rille .Practice for Non-cû,nnissioned Officers anti Men.
Prelimiriary Practice.-To censist of positton drill (when practicable), and blank

firing.Target Priactice.

ist Stage-3o te 5o rounds-AIl ranks te ire five rouinds at each range of 50, 100,
i50, 200, 400 and 500 yards. At least eight points to be made at each range before
proceeding te the next, and for this purpose an additional series cf five rounds to be
fred, and!repeated if necessary, until the necessary number cf qualifying points are
ohtained, or until a total cf 50 rounds have beèn fired.

2n<1 Stage-2o te 30 rounds-AIl non-commissioned officers and nmen qualifying
in ist stage te ire io rounds each at 500 and 6oo yards.

At least 20 points to lie made at each range before proceeding te the next and for
this purpose practice wilI be continued until 15 rounds are fired at each range or until
the necessary qualifying points are obtained.

3rd Sage-Final-3o rounds.-AIl n.c.o. and men qualifying in 2nd stage to, ire
i0 rounds at each 200, 500 and 6oo yards, qualifying points, 20 at each range. AIl
men obtaining 165 points or upward in the three stages, and who have quaIified in
each stage, te he considered marksmen.

Volley Firipl.
At the conclusion of the practice ail n.c.o. and mnen to ire i0 rounds each, volley

firing at 300 yards, in two ranks with bayonets fixed, front rank kneeling.
Position-At ranges from 50 te 200 yards, will be standing, over 200 yards, any

militay postion.Targets for- Range. Practice,

3rd class.-Size, 6 fi. by 4 ft.
Bull's eye-12 in. in diameter.
Centre-3 ft. in diameter.
Outer-Remainder of the target.

2nd class-Size, 6 ft. square.
Blil's e>e-2 fi. in diameter.
Centre-4 ft. in dianieter.
Outer-Remainder of the target.

3rd cîass targets te be tîsed at distances froin 50 yards te 300 yards inclusive.
2ncl class targets, from 300 to 6oo yards, inclusive, volleys te be fired at a target

6 fi. b>' 12 ft.
Value cf bits. -- Bull's eye, 4.

Centre, 3.
Outer, 2.

When the circumstances cf the range wiII permit, the system cof sconing wil be as
detailed on p. 113, Regulations for Mlusketry Instruction, 1887, but in al cases the
above dimensions of targets and value of bits te be maintairned.

Note.-Not more than 20 rounds per diemn are to be fired b>' aay soîdiei at aboe

practce. Manuals of Inisti uction Io N. G. O.
The following Manuals of Instruction wiII be issued free te the undermentioned

n.c.o. cf the Permanent Corps, viz:-
Instruction and Movement of Cavalry-Sergeant Major, Sergeant Instructors,

Sergeants, Cavai ry.CavaIr>' Sword Exercises-Sergeant Major, Sergeant Instructors, Sergeants,
Cavalr.

Rifle and Carbine, Manual Exercises -Sergeant Major, Sergeant Instructors, Ser.
geants, Cavaîr>' and Mounted Infantry, Artiltery and Infantry.

Regulations for Musketry Instruction-Sergeant Major, Sergeant Instructors, Ser-
geants, Mounted Infantry, Artillery and Infantr>'.

.Field Exercises-Sergeant Major, Sergeant Instructors, Sergeants, Mounted In.
fantryArtillery and Infantry.

egulations for Mounted Infantry-Sergeant Major, Sergeant Instructors, Ser.
geants, Mouatcd Infantry onl>'.

Field Artiller>' Manual; Siege and Garrison Artillery, Vols. I. and Il.-Sergeant
Major, Sergeant Instructors, Sergeants, ArtiIlery only.


