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American Ornithology  will e lllul‘ﬂllgl_ﬂ_\"
arranged and settled forever by the mujority
of the membiers of this Union.  Two curtent |
lista of N. A. Birds cannot be mneh longer |
extant, therefore, it is necessury that a unitorm
official =vstem of classitieation amd nomen-|
clature shonld exist which woubld donbtless

be recognized and adopted by every ornitho-
logical stndent in - North Ameriea, Wel

host: in themselves —a =uflicient guarantee
that their ubjeet will be atinined.— .

A VALUABLE DONATION,
Parties visiting the collections of the Na-
tural  Tlistory  Rociety of Manread  will ;
doubtless admire alaree English made liphied
e of British Mvsoree, comprising paies of
cwech species. They are tasteiully monnted on
artilicial rock by Mr, Renbien Webster, i
dermist, Shettlichl. The binls are lite-like, awd
form a very valuable and attractive fealure to
the Sociery’s Ornithologieal collection. Thase
interested shonld examine this groupof British
partridge aml gronse.  Amome the latter area
pair of the 1are capereailzie in very natural
positions.  They were presented hy AL A,
dowitt, Esq., senior partner in the tirm of
Messrs. T. Jowitt & Sons of Sheflield, Fine-
land, throngh hix friends Mezsrs, Frothinghan
and Workman of this city. This donation,
we are sure, will he apprecinted not only by
the members of the Society but by all lovers
of natural history.—C,
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wizh suecess to this Union ; its promoters are |
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ORNITHOLOGICAL NUTES,

Dear Sir—Tt is a repeated pleasure to me
as each suceeeding number of the madion
Sportsman awd Naturalis! comes to hand,
bringing infermation new aml interesting.
concerning the lovely crentures which form
the subjects of ont favourite study. 1 teel my
inubility to write anything that will ernament
the pages of your mngazine, while 1 read
with “delight the articles from pens of ahble
authors, as I think do all thoze who are in
search of a knowledge of the life histories of
the quadrupeds, binls, &e., of our conntry.
My sincere desire in sending o letter for pulbe-
lication is to help to inerense the knowlalee
of natural history, and it anything 1 owri
new information to my brother Qeitholosist,
and Oologiste, I shall be wremly geatifiod.
Barly on the morning of May 261, 1879, |
starter] into  the tiells and” wools of cur
neighbourhood in quest of desirable specimens

THE CANADIAN SPORTSMAN AND NATURALTST,

ot all kinds,  When 1 started the san had
Just rizen brightly and all vegetation was yet
moist with dew. Scon after entering a field
abunt halt a mile trom our house, I came
atongst some brier and red raspherey bushes
=eattered abont, - After walking a litle way a
temale woldew-winged warbler Helminthophag
ehirysoptere started with sharp ehipping notes
trom within a yavd of my feet. Upon glane-
ing dewn, b osaw what at a short distinee
appearad to bea buueh of red leaves zank in
the grass at the roots ol three little rasplerry
bushes.  No other tree leaves were on the

Paronnd nee the nesty whiel showerld clenrly

that the birds had earried all the materinls
which formed their little house, The nest
wis very babky, consilering the small size of
the builder,  Fully twothivds ol the leaves
tell trom the ontside o the nest holore |
rettehed home with ite The four eoes and also
one off the cowbind which it contained were
tresh,  This is the nest amd eggs which [ sem
to you to be deseribed.®  The two damaged
ews were broken by the box containing them
aceidentally  mlling rrom o shelf.  Before
taking the prize, [ stowl by mel watehal the
actions of the pavent bind=, The female tlut-
tered from one dewy ta=h to another for a few
minutes, all the time uttering rapidly bher note
of alarm, when saddenly her wate appenred ;
but he, heartless little erenture, instead of
joining in the defence, dartal at the lemale and
ficrvely pursued  her hither amd thither, re-
mndless of her cries of anguish and grief,
until buth were Tust to view, Ina fow mo-
ments the female again retarned unl hebaved
exaetly az betore,  She would fintter along as
if wonnded, alighting on o bush within three
ar four yards of me and instantly leaving it

i, moving away us she came, seemingly
anxions to entice me in pursnit of her, in-
stinctively endeavouring tolend me away from
the spot where the objects of her aflection
were il 8o beseeching were the actions of
this tiny binl that I had to harden my heart
before T coubl take the nest away, 1 reasoned
thus i—Perhapsif I leave this nest, some car-
nivorons animal or bird which the Creator has
formed with egy devonring propensities, will
tindd it ont and destroy them,  The bird would
nof forget her loss a bit =ooner than i took

o egue, four in numbor, do not differ in size and
shape from others of this fmily.  The average mensure-
mentn are 65 0100, colony white, ground marked with’
redidish brown spots ami hilotehes of difterent shades,
the Invgger ends heing most thickly marked.  The mark-
ings ure very irregular in size, shado and distribution
only nue of the egus having the small end immaenlnte.




