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came light, and heat, and dews, and rains, and
all other blessings; and, when the gads were
angry, winds, and storms, thunderbolts and
enrthgquakes.  The sun aml =tars were made
expressly tor man, ns were the =enxons, with
avod-time ad harvest,  The carth rested upon
pillars, while under it were finmense fires, in
which the demons were confined, and heae the
wicked were doomed to dwell § while above the
vault were the Elysian fields, the home of the
West,

This wild astronomical and  theolo
theory of creation was the prevailing ilea
among all peoples, five amd six thonsnnd years
ago.  Indewd, the true theory in regard to the
solar system has been tanght by the learned
It o little more than three hundrad yoars,
the great nas=s of the mnednented still enter-
taining a belief in the ancient system, anid are
atill guotine their snered buuks in confirmation
of it. The Phamicians taught this at-earth-
aml-vanlted-irmament theory at home, and in
all their colonivs. It was a part of the
religious belie? of all the nations bordering on
the Meditertanean. It was believed - by the
cultured  Greeks, ns by the more muodern
Romans. The whole svstem of theolugy of
all these nations was Imilt npoen this idea; and
this was also true o' the Hebrews, as their
houks furnish incontrovertible evidence. 1'rue,
Herodotus, the Greek histovian, rvidienled this
teaching, aml wrote:

“ T eannot but laugh, when [ sce numbers
of persons drawing maps ol the world withom
having any renson to guide thew ; making, as
they do, the ocean-streanm to run all aronml
the earth, and the earth itself an exnet cirele,
as if dexeribad by u pair of compasses.”

The rewder will please remember that this
was the iden entertained by him who gave ns
n history of the “ tluwl,” the © opening of the
windows of heaven” throngh which to let
down the rain, il the breaking up of “ail
the fouutains of the great deep”  This con-
ception of the deluge cume from Indus; it was
us old as the most ancient civilizations ; but
it had been modernized wit'y advancing thought
ns was the story ol William Tell— ns have all
the myths which the lcarmed have exploded—
their origin lost in the sands of time, so

mntiquated that no one can truee their begin-

ning, or lenrn when they were not believed as
facts,

The mythienl teachings in vegard to a
general delnge are not the only tabrieations
which have puzzled humanity, and, liecause
of being interblended witha religious education,
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liave parnlyzed investigntion through many
gonerations,  The Egvptinns tanght that the
world would be slternately purified by water
and fire; that these were parts of’ the system
which the Creator employed to prevent mnn
from growing in power, and guining i mastery
over him! Tle teachings of bubarian races,
slightly  changed, have survived the ages;
they have entered into the religions beliels of
the world, and will be as difticnlt to eradicate
from the common mind as any other inherited
error of #o ancient an origin.  Thos. Moure
has well written :—
Hha lover may

Distrust that ook that steals his soul away;

The babe any eease to think it can play

With heaven's rainbow ; alebymists moy donbt

‘The shining gold their eracibile gives ont;

But Faith, fanatic Faith, onee wedded Fast

To some dear falsehood, s it to the last.?

It is to be regretted that scientists are not
permitted, withont subjecting  themselves o
sectarian abuse, to ponr in a tlood of light
upon the ancient fallaciez which have erept
into all our early teachings, Were they at
full libetty to give the public their honest
thonghts we shonld =oon have a truer concep-
tion of the past, and 0 more exalted idea of
the future; but ere that “ gowd time coming”
shall dawn upon the world, it is possible that
many yenrs ay: inlervenc.

Commencing with the story of creation, as
horrowed from the Hebrew writers from count-
ries where they hwl been slaves, wherein it is
represented . that the whole planetary and
stellar systems are the ont-growth of six days’
lnbor, (ot the production of a single miml, ns
the Buoglish remler finds it in his translation ;
Lut the task of many gyods, ne n correct render-
ing of the Jewish narrative, will show), with
all the long incideutal errors, following this
firat incorrect teaching, and ending with the
looking forward to n general destruction of the
material universe, when a grand contlagration
will invelope all in amiversal vuin; when
carth, and moon, and sun, and stars, will he
“rolled together as a seroll,” and disuppenr,
while darkness and chaos suceced the present
orler of things, much is tonnd that needs
revision.  He who is sincerely honest is hope-
ful that the day will not he too (nr distant
when every false teaching shall receive that
considerntion it deserves; when every miyth
“shall be exploded, nnd the sunlight of Truth
shall illnminate all the dark corners of the
world.  This gramd consnmmation of desire
will usher in the real willeninn, when
“ knowledge stnll run to and fro as the walers
cover the great deep.”




