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to becomne secretary of Lord Grcy's I>oor Law Commission, in
1832, anci in 1834 Wve finci hirn installed as permanent secretary of
the New Poor Lawv Board, having acted i n 1833 0on the Poor Law
Commission, iii whose report lie succccdcd iii having inscrtcd a
clause dealing withi the -half-tiine system, by whichi those chilcîren
only could be cm nploycd whlo could present tickets of hiaving spent
thrce hours daily in sorne school cluring tie precvious wvecl.
Thoughi thte Lords amenclec these proposais somew'hat on the
ground that they would lcad insidiotisly to a systern (;f universal
national education, yet it wvas soon found tlîat sixty per cent. of
the destitute orphan children %vere going to i'oor Lawv schicols ;
anci it may bc noteci that this is the lait, in success fi operation up
to the present day in industrial sohools. 0f Clîadvick's labors
dluring thc next five years, Lord John Russell, the father of so
rnany of these parliarnentary reforms, said "Foir the relief of the
destitute and prevention of pauperismn, the improvement of thc
public healtli and the physicai condition of the population, there
wvas no one to whose zeal and assicluity the country is moi-e
indebted than Mr. Cliadwický." I3ut his labors wec to bear furtlier
fr-uit. The dissenters liad been urgingr that the State shoulcl
unclertake the registrationi of births, ruarriagres anci deathis, as wel
as allo\\ marriages to be celcbrated by dissenting min isters. Chad-
w~ick saw in this the opportunity to prom-ote the first gi-eat
principle of sanitary reforrn by lîaving thie causes of death tabu-
Iatcd, tlîereby establishing a basis for. sanitary study and dedue-
tion, ývhile thie government, to be relieved of a political agitation,
followved the leacl of Lordc Lyndhurst, and in 1836 passed the
Registration Act in lar-ge mneasure as it now exists, andl the year
1838 saw that distinguisieci man, Dr. William Farr-i, installcd as
Registrar-General. To thie study of tiiese returns of the last sixty
years every one of us is prepared to say, in the wvorcs of Dr-. H-. WV.
Richardcson, the biographer of Chadwick, " The pi-oveî-b that
pestilence walkethi iii the darkz is no longer- truc; pestilence. --ieas-
urcd and î-egistcrccl, %valketh at last in the opcni day.>' We have
already referred to the distress and disconteîît succccding the
Napoleonic wvars. These, howevcr, wvere tiot ail or the gî-eatest of
the evils. Iii 1816 typhus and relapsing fever appca-cd in the
rookeries of London, and became epidcmic throughout England.
Relapsitig féeidisappea-ed in i1819, but typhus î-emained endemic,
again becomingy epidemie in i826-7. The year 182--6 saw another
disease appear, then uîîknown ; but in 1849 through the studies of
Drs. ]3udd ancd Jenner, it became known as typlîoid. But cvii
followed evil, for the decade betw\eeni 1830-40 sawv Asiatic choIera
advance fîom Russia to Germany and swveep over E nglancl in tlîe
epidemic of 1832-31; small-pox prevailed in 1836-39, and Russian
influienza followvecl in successive waves in I1831-32. And wvith this
decade, in wvlici the emigratioîî of the population grew in increas-
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