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ECOLESIASTIOAL CALENDAR.
SRPTENBER - 1869,

Fridsy, 10—-8t. Nicholse Tolentino, 0,

Batorday 11—Of the Qatave.

Suanday, 12 - Seventeenth after Pentecost,
Monday, 13 - Of the Octave.

Toesday, 14 — Bxaltation of the Hely Oross.
Wednesday, 15— Ember Day. Ooctave of the Nati-

vity.
Tharsday, 16 —88, Qornetios and Oyprlan, P, MO,

NEWS OF THE WEEK,

The reports circolated as to the failing health
of Louis Napoleon are so vigorously contradicted
by official o:gans, that it is difficult not to beleve
that 1o these reports there 1s a good deal of
truth ; whilst the coostant assuraneces given of
the Emperor’s restored bealth are calculated to
raise serious apprebensions as to his dangerous
condition. According to latest bulletins it is
affirmed that the Emperor’s state of healths
salisfactory, and that his convalescence will be
rapid, if be takes necessary rest.

This 1s svfficiently alarmmng: for it 1s a fact,
though a disgraceful apd melaocboly one, sadly
suggestive of the frail bauis on which modero
European social order rests, that it is dependent
on the life of one elderly, and not very strong
constitutioned gentleman. ‘The death of Lous
Napoleon would be the sigual for the unchaiotog
the hell-hounds of the revolution in Europe,and a
geoeral war, No one can foresee what form of
government for France would thereupon ensue.
In so far as the actual ruler has settled or es-
tablished anytbing, be bas establisbed, not his
dynasty, but elective Ceesarism, and there is no
one we suppose who -fancies that the poor boy
called bis son has the famtest chance of succeed
ing the present Empercr. Heredutarywsm in the
political order is, 1050 far as France is concerned,
defunct; and if the priociple it iavolves be in
voked, tke logical consequence must be the res.
toration of the representative of the elder branch
of the Bourbogs. But it will not be nvoked,
that is certain, although everything else with
regard to the government of krance after the
death of the present occupant ot the Imperial
throne, 18 enveloped in obscurity. It is sad that
such sbiould be the case ; and indeed the strong
est conceivable condempatioa of the present much
vaunted age is to be found 1 the fact that so
much_depends on the life or death of one single
i 1an not remarkable amongst men for
@lgﬁﬁrmes‘, and who owes bus extraor-

;%iﬁon' to tke accident that he bears the
‘:@?hﬁhted uncle the first Napoleon, and
fore.Tepresents to France the principle of
the Revolution armed and orgamized.

There is nothing of interest to report from the
Continent geperally. In Spain affairs are going
from bad to worse, and a reigu of terror seems
the only forz of government at present possible
in that distracted country. For the present
moment the Carlist party seems crushed. The
anti-Catholic papers are dropping the Cracow
Nup story, its falsity n all important particulars
having been established by the testimony of a
sister of the msape nun, and of the physicians
who regularly attended her in her cell, and under
whose advice the nuns acted. It has however
served the turn, and bas stimulated popular pre-
judice against Catholic institutions.

Is PROTESTANTISM A FAILURE ? — Many
of our readers may remember how hvely a con-
traversy on this topic was evoked last winter by
asermon preached by a Protestant clergyman
i1 ibe United States, who maibtained tbat Pro-
testantiem, considered as a phase of Christian-
ity, bad failed ; aod that its wmost signal triumph
was the destruction of all definite, or distinctive
Christian belief in those countries where it bad
obtained firm foothold. This thesis was warmly
opposed by other Protestant ministers no doubt,
81d many specious arguments were adduced 1
defence of Protestantism as the one pure Cbris-
t.an religion, as embodying the great priaciple of
Christian life.

‘We do not propose to renew the controversy,
or to sy ooe word of our own, either for, or
against Protestantism. But holding that facts
are stranger then arguments however specious,
or theories however plausible, we conlent our-
selves with layng before our readers a few facts
with respect to Germany, the birth place, and
chosen home of modern Protestaptism; fron
which facts the reader may draw his own coo-
clusions. The facts themselves are furnished us
by a Protestant witness, the Berlin correspondent
of the Zondon Times, writing under date of

fanatic 1o shoot'a’ ‘ :
respondent of the Times draws the followng
picture of the religions ‘condition of Protestant
Germany,bf the actual working of Protestantism
and Protesting principles in that country :—-

The event tarows & light upon the sad atate of res
ligion in this country. I am sfraid the prisoner was
right in supposing that many will appreciate his mo~
tive, thongh they wil] abhor the deed. I have pre-
vioudly sinted o thesd columed that hees foutilis of
all educated men in Germany are estrapged from
the dogmatic teachlog of the Ohristian craed—ee-
tranged from it to the extent of diabelieving the eit-
cetity of many ot the clargy. Ouly s emasll fraction
of the nation attends Divine service; the educated
men, mora espacially, you meet in the charch on a
Sunrday are few and far between. .

To take a broader view; who that knowa moaern
Germany will call it a Obrlstian land, either in the
gense Rome gives to the term, or iz tbe meaniog
Luther attached to it? Roman Ostholicism mainly
exista among woman and ju the lower t_:lasae!; a_nd
that glorions Ausburg Confession, 1o maintaia which
Germany in the Thbirty Years' War suffered hereel!
to ba cut o pieces by Anstris snd Austria's allies,
bas long ceased to be the authority it was, and, jo~
atead of an adamantine fonndstion of public belief, is
now-a-daya a mere ornamsntal decoration appended
to the intellectual sfafus of the land. In whateser
section of so~iety you may happsa to move, there is
the undeniable faot that the dogmatiem of St. Atha-
pagiug and the atatutes of the Council of Nice have
entirely ceased to be s living power. Scholate have
begun to denominate Cbristianity ap Asiatic religion,
and the public, proud of their vannted European en
lightenment, accept the degiading name. .

But, despiie all thia, there is wothivg like 8 reli-
gious movemeot going on in the comatry. Ohris-
tianity ie denied, ye: no paina are taken to prove the
why or where‘ore. Latitndinarian gects are some-
timea attempted to be formed, but scon sbandoned
and consigted to oblivion s idle and saperflucus.
The truth is that the majority of the educated, in
their insidious march towards Rationalism, have ad-
vanced beyond acknowledgiog the necessity of any
creed Not content with rejecting the Bible, whose
dogmas they regard =28 enurely exploded by the
moral historical, and scientific eriticisms of the day,
they have begun to doubt whether any teachiog on
transcendental subjects can be required to promote
virtae. Most, indeed, profess to bel'eve in God and
immortality, yet they have but confssed notions on
the relations between the Oreator and mavkind, and
even depy or igoore the necessity of altaining to a
definite koowledgs on tLe subject. Others, more
daring in their conclusions, or coarger in their feel
ings, go the length ot questioning the possibiiity of
God's laterfering with the self supporting mactinery
of the world, and look upon prayer a8 a Pugan rite,
and sometimea becoms so irrational as to consider
the very existence of & God 28 problematical. By
the side of these cultivated infidels the masees vege-
tate 1n traditional attacbhment to the torms of Chris-
tianity without any warm Interest for or agaicat the
dogma.

This communication appearing in the Loodon
Times provoked two replies. Ope from Eraest
de Bunsen, son of the late Baron Bunsen, who
insionated that the 7%mes’ correspondent was in
error: that as an Eoglishman not loag resident
in Germany, be was not quahfjed to pronounce
an opinion oz ils rehigious condition. To this
the Tumes rejoed by assuring the public thag
“ our correspondent is a German and a Prus.
sian who has lived much longer in Germany
than Mr. de Bursen.” Now even Mr. Bunzen
admite that the Nicene phase of Christianity ha~
ceased tn be a liing power 1 Germany.

The other critic of the Times’ Berlin corres-
respondent signs himself Charles H. Wrigbt
M.A., Chaplan of Trinity Courch Boulogne
late British chaplain at Dresden. But even
Me. Wright is obliged to admit tbat n general
the Protestant people of Germany are */ passive
disbehievers in the doctrine of tbe Trinity, and
the other distinctive articles of tbe Cbristian
faith  and all that in the way of facts agamnst
the asertions of the Temes’ correspondent he can
bring forward amounts to this :—That a mission
18 being carried on ** with much success amongst
the cabmen of Berlin:” that in some towns
Suaday echools bave increased ; and that *on
the whole he looks forward to a speedy triumph
of the ancient dogmatic Christianity 1 Ger
many.” Good man! he feels exactly as if be
were .going to taste ap oyster.

We, for our parts, do not believe that Pro-
testant Germany 13, in the matter of disbelief in
all the distinctive doctries of Christianity, a whit
worse tban Protestantised Italy, than Protest—
antised Spaio, or than the Protestant U. States
of North America. Disbeliefin all the distinctive
doctrines of Christianity, of all that distinguishes
it from pure tbeism, or patural rehgion, 1s the
logical consequence of the rejection of the
Romish principle of authority: and as the edu-
cated classes are generally the most amenable to
reason, and the rules of logic, so we naturally
find that it 18 amopgst the educaled classes of
Protestants, and the men of most intellectua]
culture, that the rejection of the distinctive su-
peroatural doctrioes of Christianity has made the
most progress. This1s what Protestantism has
done : whether this 1s to be considered a failure
or a triuaph, the reader will deternmae for him-

self,

There has been 2 Convention of Protestants
to discuss the School Question. What the gen-
ilemen proposed to accomplish we know not:
what they did accomplsh, and that most effi-
ciently, was to display in a strong light the irre-
concilable differences of Protestantism, and the
impossibility of any agreement, on any one point
of Christian doctrine, of all the Protestant sects,

Of course the great question that presented
itself was that of religious teaching in Common
schools. The matter was lengthily discussed.
Of the speakers, the majority seemed to inclize
to the opinion that rehigious nstruction was de-
sirable in these schools, but that it was imposmble.

Angust 11,

Teach said one, the plain doctrine of the Bible:

riog o T e Stsmnt fsu i
Protestant mimster, the cors’

byt what,:
‘asked another.
third, the broad, principles of Christiamty upon
whichall are- agreed ? -~ But'retorted a fourth,
what are these broad principles of Christianity
which -all Protestants agree to hold? None
such could of course be mentioned.; aud after a
loog debate the Chairman sumnied up to the ef-
fect—as reported in - the Witness of the 28th
vit.—that -~ no one would say reigiovs in-
struction should be banished, but all would agree
‘that no standard could be established for all.”

But as * common schools” are ¢ for all ;” and
as it 18 impossible that amongst Protestants any
common standard of religious truth can * be es-
tablished for all:? therefore religious teaching
must be elmmated from Protestant common
schools, although | no one would say that religious
wstruction sbould be banisbed.” This very un-
satistactory but inevitable conclusion was the
sole practical result of the Protestact Education-
al Convention.

———

There is much sound common sense in the
subjoined comments of the Evening Telegraph
(Protestant) upon the whinings of those whose
writings and opinions upon politico-religious mat-
ters have been formally condemped by Rome-
These double-faced gentry whilst 1t suited their
purpose to do so, always insisted that they had
appealed to the Pope against the sentence of
their Bishop ; and that pending the bearing and
determining of that appeal, no one had the nght
to impugn their orthodoxy, or their standing
the Catholic Cbhurch. Now that the appeal has
been beard, and that sentence has gone against
them, they deny that they appealed to Rome, and
insist that it was only some ceventeen individuals
m their private capacity who so acted. The
Evening Telegraph tears this flimsy argument
to pieces :— '

An ingeolous correspondent writes to us to make
a correction. He wishes it to be understood that the
Institul Canadien &id pot appeal to the Pope, but
that sBeventeen members of it did. We did not see
that this changes the queption from the point of
view either we or the Mi«xerve wore treating it. ©f
courae, for thoee to wbom the papal decision ia of no
importance, the matter remaina where it was, bot
what we drew attention to was the fact that Mr.
Deszaulles, Pregident of tbe Institut recently, if not
pow, drew all the pr.fit ha could from the appeal.
when he said ;-~¢* sut we have appealed to Rome.”
Four years bave elapsed since that. Some learneé
priests had told us .—* Appeal your rffuir to Rome.
Once there regularly in appeal we should have no
reason to refuse your membera absolution.”

Elsewhere he complaiog :—'* After cur appesl, in
effeci, Fome prieats accorded absolution to the mem.
bera of the Institut. Bot suddenly, and without aoy
vew grisvance, order is forthwith given to refuse ab
so.utiou to the members of the Instztut Objection
is made, The local authority answers that the mem«
bera of the Institut are rebels agsinst the chareh,
Wha: ! in spite of the apppesl ? Yes, in spite of the
appesi! Butitis then to be a rebsl agsinst the
church to address oaeself to its head to complain of
sn extravagant severity, and even of a real injua
tice.” . Bl

Now, ' A Member of the inslitul" takes the frouble
to tell us in the most positive terma that the members
of the Ins'ilut * recogunize n> Bishop to denounce
them,” and that they,  ag a body, never appealed to
Rome;" but that t geventeen QCatholic members in
their own private nsme without the knowledge and
approbation of the Insiuul sigoed 8 private doci-
went appealing to the Pope.” So it appears the:e
gentlemen have been foxing. They have tried to get
the advantage of an appeal, without the bumiliation
of recognizing the juriediction of either Bishop or
Pope. The President of the Inslitut demurs to the
members being called rebels, since they have ap
pealed and when the appeal goea against them, they
turn round and say: * Ob, as 2 body we never ap
pealed.” Well, then, if as o body you never apreals
ed, there was no appeal at all, or none touchiog the
Institut, 8o that, as Mr Dessavlles predicted, “ reason
and right finish by gaining the day.” The Instilut
cannot have the ad vantage of two systrme, and this
is the conclusion the Minerve presents to it reade-s,
ard o which honest people, of + Il perauasions, who
reason, must concar, It may be very sbaurd fo lia-
ten to a Bishop or to appeal to a Pope; but if ycu
congen! to do ir, you must oot tarn round and sffect
to laogh at the judgment which condemns you. If
you do, you give yonr sdversaries the right to se-
cuse you of hypocrisy, either in your submission or
in your expression of contempt. It ia like a man
who deffc):3 to an arbitrator, and then tries 10 quib-
ble out of the obligstion to abide by the reward.

ProTESTANTISM IN FRANCE.—The Witness
copies an article from the August number of a
Protestant periodical, eatitled Evangelical
Christendom, in which the writer comeally
deplores the well knowa fact that * the Ration-
alists are deing a great deal of harm m the re.
formed churches both 1 France and Geneva”
These gentlemen who take reason as their guide
~and all Protestants boastingly profess that
thear’s is a rational religion—* reject the divine
autbority of the Bible and deny the miraculous
birth, resurrectton and divinity of Christ—yet do
ot fear to admimister baptism, and the Lord’s
Supper, and perform all the fusctions of Protes-
taot pastors.” And what for no? as Mrs, Dodds
would say. We only allude to the eircumstance
as an instance of what Protestantism must cul-
mioate in, whether in France or in Canada, should
it uofortunately ever obtain a footing amongst
our Catholic population.

The Atlantic Monthly bas created quite a
sensation by publishing an article professing te
reveal the true cause of the separation of Liord
and Lady Byron—an event which upwards of
balf a century ago was so warmly discussed and
criticited. The writer is the well known Har—
net Beecber Stowe, authoress of Uncle Tom's
Cabn : and the substance of her story amounts
to this:—That Thdy Bsron herself informed
Mrs. H. B. Stowe that the cause of the separa-
tion betwixt the ecelebraled poet and bis wife,

| wsithe adulterous and

the tormer with his balf-sister.

- The story as told 'by Mrs. Stowe we firmly.
believe to be a lie from beginming to ead.” We
do not believe-tkat Lady Byroo,'a most. excel-
lent woman, ever made fo Mrs. Stowe the re-
velation which the latter imputes to her: and
vile and licentions as he was, we have no reason
to suspect Lord Byron of the abomiable crimes
which are attributed to bim. Mrs, Stowe wants
to make another sensation, and to keep ber name
before the puhlic, and n this we suspect is to be
found tbe secret of her late wonderfu} revela=
tions. In short,as we koow from her much
talked of romance above mentioned, Mra. Stowe
bas a very lively, as well 15 a very impure ima-
gination, and delights 1 obscene horrors.

Masson Conuece, TerRreBonne, — This
popular institution, founded in 1847 by the Rer.
A. Theberge, the Honble. Mad. Masson, Seig~
peuress of Terreboone, and other benefactors of
education, commenced 1ts classes on Wedaesday
1st September.

1t is peedless to say that Masson College has
earned a well deserved reputation, in the aumber
and awhty of the studeats it sends forth every
year, and the success that has attended the in
stitution from 1ts very commencement places it
amoogst the first Colleges of the eountry, In
this Tollege a great deal of attention is paid to
the commercial education of the student, and
those who desire to confine their studies to com-
mercial matters alone will find that they can re-
ceive as thorough 2 busicess training m Masson
College as 10 any commercial College in the
Dominion.

The business class 13 provided with everything
necegsary to make students acquamled with ail
the routine of busmess life, before leaving the
College. Minature Banks, Post Offices, Tele-
graph Offices and all the other departments
which a thorough commercial education suppose
ap acquaintance with are there for the instruc-
tion and improvement of the pupila.

The commercial students bave free access to
a well stocked news room, where they bave ao
abundance of the best Commercial papers, both
Freach and English, supplied by the College for
their special use and advantage. This depart-
ment 18 intended to famiharize studeots with the
general rout:ne of business matters in the com
mercial world and to give them a koowledge of
politics, and leading questioos of the day. The
bustness or commercial class forms a distinet and
complete course and can be gone through with-
out attending any of the other classes— those
who desire to go through a course of classics, or
prepare themselves for any of the learned pro~
fessions will ind an able and efficieat staff of
professors ic Masson College.
aud surroundings of the College are preturesque
and healthful. The srenery oa all sides 1s
pleasing and mpressive, and a beauliful braoch
ot the Ottawa flowing past the favered spot adds
«till more to the health and beauty of the locality.
The College is well supplied at all zeasons of the
year with a pever fuiling spring of the purest
water. The water 13 conveyed through pipes
through all the rooms and dermitories w the
building. The whole establishment 13 heated by
steam aod the halls, study, lecture rooms, &c.,
are lighted on the principle of Aubin Lemoine,
known under the name of “ AErophos.”

The College manufactures 1ts own lightiog
material which has been pronounced far superior
to coal ail or gas,

Terrebonne is about sixteen miles from Moat-
real, and 1n summer a steamboat runs daily be-
tween the two places. An excellent macada-
mized road makes the overland route everything
that can be desired and a regular lin2 of good
stages, through all seasons, belps to make the
trip by land, if not so pleasazt, at least as con-
venient as the trip by water.

From what we have seen of Masson College,
its healtbful situation and beautiful scepery, its
extensive well-wooded grounds, purcbased for
the express purpose of affording a cool retreai,
during the heat of summer,a well appointed
gymnasium for the physical training of the pupils,
a matter not to be lost sight of, if we desire
sound bodies and sound minds, a splend:d library
a complete cabinet, and koowing what we do of
ita intellectual calibre, we bave no hesitation in
recommending this institution, to all whe aum at
gwing their children a sound classic or commer-
cial education, as one of the best Colleges in the
cauatry.— Coanz.

A demoostrafion shich reflected honor on the
Catholics of Lachioe took place oo the 31st ult.
The Rev. Mr. Piche, Parich Priest, who left
last October, en account of his health, for a tour
through Europe, returged by the SS. Nestorian,
and lns parishioners to the number of about 200
escorted bim home from the Bishop’s Palace.
On arniving at Lachioe, the reverend gentleman
w3 visibly affected on seeing the preparations
which were made to receive him. From the
entrance of the village to the Chburch, arches
were erected and tastily decorated, tlags were
displayed, and the street planted,with evergreens,
At the Church which he butlt, and which 15 one

’

;st'li'bugi E,lpger;edur;se of

The situziion

of the most beauttfel in the diocese, an immense

concourse of people were assembled to receive
bim. Adilressés were presented ic French apd-
Eoghsh, the latter by M. Joha . O'Neill ivho
accompanied Mr. Piche w bis carriage as re-
presentative of the ever faitbful Irish. After
the addresses to which appropriate answers were -
made, a Te Deum was sang to thank God for
the safe return of His faithful mmister, and t51.
lowed by benediction of tbe Blessed Sacrament,
At nigh: the whole village was illumioated apd 2
graod display of fireworks took place.
The following 15 the Eoghsh

ADDRESS :

To the Rev. Mr. N. Piche, Parish Priest of
Lachine.
Muck beloved Pastor,—Nearly one year ago,

with deep sorrow, we all assembled hsre to- big
you “ Adieu” on the eve of your departure for

Rome and the Holy Lands. That farewell was
undisturbed by any joyous demovstration, pain of
mind was wvimble on each ‘countenance, grief
pervaded (be assembly and hearts throbbed ig
communion with each otber in ther silent feel-
wgs of loneliness. During that long absence
you were ever remembered by us; your wel.
come letters containing such graphic apd
beautiful descriptions of the Holy Lands, inter-
spersed with sorrowful truths of the scenes of the
sufferings of our Divine Saviour, were listened
to with avidity ; their contents formed edfymng
subjects of conversation, and consolation wag
derived from the anticipated delight of seeing
you once more amongst us, that we might extend
a bearty welcome ; yes, a bundred thousand wel-
comes, which we now do to you, our much be-,
loved pastor. May duty never again require
you to absent yourself from amongst us, for ag
affectiopate azd obedient children, we mourped
after youw, our spiritual father. Through the
assiduity of the good and pious priests who re.
placed you, your absence was ot spiritually felt ;
nevertheless, our filial attaciment to yoursels
could not be severed thereby ; but, with devoted
bearts breatbed the words ot peetic inspiration—
4 Though lcst to sight, to memory dear.”
There 13 no sarrow here to-day, joy is felt
and expreised by every ome of us, blisy reigus
supreme over this parish, and 1 tie exuberagee
of our joy, peace and bappiness is wished unto
all; but, particularly to you, our much beloved
pastor, by the Irish parishioners of Lachine.
Signed on behalf of the Irish congregatiun,

Joun O’NEiLL,

JouN O'FrLAHERY,

Micuaet McDonneLL,
Lacbine, 4th September, 1869.

OFFa, 1st Sept., 1859,
(To the Editor of the True Witness.)

Dear Sir,—Will you be so good as to \nsert
the following motice 1 your next issue (taken
fom Memphis Zedger) of the reception of the
Ladies meationed, as T presume 1t will be nter-
esling to many of your subscribers, particularly
in the western part of Camada, where Miss
Quarry and Keenan are trom.

Yours very respectfuily,
J. G. Q.

InteRESTING CEREMONY.—~Reception of the
Black Veil by three Dommican Sisters at St.
Agaes’ Convent, Sunday morning, 15th August,
1869.

Through the kindness of Mother Mary Joseph,
Lady Superior of the Coavent of St. Agnes,
Memphus, I was permitted yesterday mornmg to
witness at that institution, the solemn ceremony of
the reception ot the Black Veil by three Sisters
who had previously received, at St Peter’s
Church, the Habit of the Ocder of St. Dommic.
The services consisted of a Grand High Mass,
chaunted in touching and impressive tones by the
Rev. Father Fortune, assisted by a choir of the
Convent Sisters, who sang (ke ¢ Kyrie Eleisor,
Glora in Excelus, Veni Sancte Spiritus” as
well as psalms and bymos appropriate to the oc~
casion, in such concord of sweet sounds as filled
the bearts of all present with the purest feehogs
of devotion. It was a scepe that the best gifted
wind in the world might adare—a scene, in
fact, that an angel might rejoice over—so sim-
ple, and yet so majestically grand ; so quiet, and
yet,s0 full of moving melodsy~so formal, and
yet a0 devoutly sincere—so seemingly sad, and
yet so full of soul-joy, of illumined faith, of bope
clinging to a thousand rocks, of charity lilting
the bumble and oppressed from the depth of
darkness into the effulgence of hght—a sublime
grouping of prous souls and wholesome sentiments
formed by the teachings and discipline of a
Christian Church. “After Mass, the tbree Sis-
ters—formerly known among their relatives end
acquaintences as Miss Maran Quarry of Lon-
don, Capada, Muss Faony Keenao of Loodon,
Canada, and Miss Agnes Leister of Ohio, bat ;)\
now separated from the world and its vaumities,
and known among the Sisterbood of the Order of
St. Dominic as Sister Martha, Sister. Mary, and
Sister Mary Agnes; koelt before the Mother
Superior, who was seated on a chair near the
altar ‘of tbe Convent chapel, and repeated in
succession their last vows, and signed and sealed
thew 1 the presence of witaesses, according to
the customs and usages of the Order from the

-



