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or minister to any such parsonage or rectory, and also the enjoy-
ment of any such parsonage or rectory, and of - the rights, profits,
and emoluments thereof, by any such incumbent or minister, shall
be subject and liable to all rights of institution, and all other spi-
ritual and ecclesiastical )unsdncuon and authority, which have
been lawfully granted by his Majesty’s royal letters patent to the
Bishop of Nova Scotia, or which may hereafter, by his Majesty’s
royal authority, be lawfully granted or appointed to be adminis-
tered and executed within the said Provinces, or either of them
respectively, by the said Bishop of Nova Scotia, or by any other
person o persons, according to the laws and cunons of the Church
of England, which are lawfully made and received in Englaand.—
[N. B. The bishopric of Quebec had not then been constituted.
~—EDb.

XL:IIT Provided always, and be it further enacted by the au-
thority aforesaid, ‘That the several provxs:ons hereinbefore contain-
ed, respecting the allottment and appropriation of lands for the
support of a Protestant c.lcrgy within the said Provinces, and also
respecnng the constituting, erecting, and endowmg parsonages or
rectories within the said l’rovmces, and also respecting the presen~
tation of incumbents or ministers to the same, and also_respecting
the manner in which such incumbents or ministers shall hold and
enjoy the same, shall be subject to be varied or repcaled by any ex-
press provisions for that purpose, contained in any act or acts
which may be passed by the Legislative Council and ‘\sseml)ly of
the said Provinces respectively, aud assented to by his Majesty, his
heirs or successors, under the restriction hereinafter provided. -

The succeeding and final clause of that portion of the Act
which pertains to this appropriation, as it merely refers to the
manner in which such vaviation or repeul of the law shall be re-
ferved for the assent of the King or Queen, we do not think it
necessary to insert. Our remorks, too, upon the obvious spirit
and meating of the provisions sbeve cited, must be postponed to
our next number, '

Accompnnying the courteous and well-written letter of _the
Rev, Mr. Richey which apncaro in a previous column, was a re-
quest thzl we would offer upon the subject to.which it refers such
remarks as it might seem to invite. This we ace willing to do;
and chiefly, to rescue the shost extract upon which this Letter is
foundad from the charge of containing what is erroneous or in-
defensible in doctrine. The exivact 'in ‘Guestion—contained in
page 160 of this’ joumal—does not seer to us to imply a denial
that sudden conversions mey take place, or that the moment of
their -arrival may nct be known by those '.vho are happily ihe
subjects of them: Its design seems (o us rather to be,—to cnu-
tion those who trust to impulsse which may sometimes be m?s-
taken for conversion, against the fallibility of any other test of
the reality of such cenversion than the ‘mind of God) and a
¢ living to God,"‘manifest in the person thus regenerated.

e extract alluded to having been furnished to us, amongst
many-others, -by- one of our- corresponderts; ‘we cannot &t this
moment point out the decasion upon which it was originaily used,
orby whom indeed employed, so that we are unable to understand
its full force and bearitg without some knowledge of the contex!:
—standing, hawever, nakedly es it does, we felt it to xmp!y the
caution to wh.ch we have just referred.

It is not our design io enter minutely into a subject whkh ad-
mits of e¢ extenced a discussion, —one, indeed, upon which va.
rious shaces of opinion are found to exist amongst the exemplary
and the pious even of ike same communion; but while we deny
not ‘that conversions are c"ten ‘sudden- and instanteneaus, and
while we concur @,enerally in the sentiments adduced from Dr.
Paley upon this question, we must be allowed {o express our de-~
cided conviction tha), as 8 general mle _conversion is rather a
progress sive than en imtamaneous cperation. In most of the
narratives with whith we are mrmshed of such happy changes,
and in the detmlo oflhem with which ‘we meet in our ordinary
Christian mtercourse, we genera!ly discover that the process of
spmwal illumination, and of the renovation of the heart, has
been gracual; and although, in many instances, the time and
the circumstance can be referred to when, through the blessing
of Giod, this change, of impression from. profligacy 1o "penitence,
ot :from indiffcrence to zeal, has been commenced, wman’s own.
perceptions cannot.always follow the grddual advancement of
thiz work of grace, nor can bis mind always light with precision
upon the hour when * perfect peace’ had setued upon his spirit.
The ‘dew of Giod’s blessing' has been gentle and insinuating in
its operations ; and the growth of the spiritual ‘man has evmced
a correspondence with the silent and gradual working of that in-
fluence by which it hag been premoted.

And here wé way be allowed to ucd—in the spmt of the cau-
tion-which-in the extract ih question is Tnednt, We think, to be
conveyed,—that the cha_nge from an irreligious or careless life to
the beliaf and temper of the ‘new creature in Christ,’ which has
been gradual and progressive, is much more likely to prove
genuine and permament than one which has been’ suddenly be-

gotten,~than one, for instance, which has been awakened by

the effect of some exciting xmpulse upen ths natural sensibilities
of the mind and heart. If we recollect aright the argument of Dr.
Paley in the very sermon which Mr. Richey has quoted,—for
we are not at present in ‘possession, of that volume of his works
which contains it,—it is admitted that the ordinary operations
of the spirit aie not of a character to be distinguishable from the
impulses and dictates of a man’s own mind and -will; that as the
order in which ideas and motives rise up in the mind is utterly
unknown to us, as well as the precise time at which, or agency
by which such order is changed or disturbed, so are we equally
unconscious of any disturbing or converting agency of the spirit,
distinct from the common operauons of the understanding and
the affections. Our Saviour, in his iilustration of the Spirit’s
w0rkmgs in his conversation with Nxcodemus, seems to afford a
sanciion to this idea; while the opinion itself offers no contra-
diction tothis tenet of the Apostle, * The spirit itself beareth wit-
ness with our spmt, that we are the children of God.”

‘W hatever, in short, may be the. professions which follow as
the effect of the impulses we have alluded to, it is evident that
we must wait for the proofs of a genuine conversion in the con-
sistent tenor of a holy and religious life, We could never be
satisfied with a mere appeal to the hour or moment when this
exciting cause produced its influence ; we could never be content
with a mere declaration of having * tasted and seen’ the goodness
of the Lord in conveying Jight to the darkened mind and eonvic-
tion to the alienatec heart —we. ahould rather say,’ that it was

safer to rely upon the evidences of a believing heart—upon the
manifestations of the * Spirit of Christ’—in the conduct and in
the life, than to dwell upun the circumstantials, either as to time
or secondary cause, of the conversion which is professed 1o be
begotteu,

The following account of the last mceting of the * EastEry
CLERICAL AssociaTioN’ has beea sent (0o us by an csteemed

‘member of that body; while by the Secretury we have been

kindly furnished with a resolution touching our editorial labuurs,
to which we intend bereafier to vevert:—

The last meeting of the Eastern Clerical Assuciation was hcld
at Carleton Plnce, Bathurst District, on. Wednesday and Thurs-
day, the 7th and Sth instaut.  The subjects which chiefly oceu-
pied the attention of the members, were,.—1. What powers did
the Laity possess in the choica of Bishops, and in the regulation of
the affairs of the church in the age immediately sucecedmg the
Apostles.—2. Inquiry into the Seriptural authority for the order
of Deacon, and the validity of Lay-Baptism.—3. ‘The case of the
Presbyters of Alexandria choosing their own Bishops.

Theso were the subjects of discussion which chiefly oceupied the
meeting ; others were briefly touched upon, but postponed for fu-
ture consideration. Amougst the latter are, The relative excel-
lency of prayer and preaching, and an examination into the full
purport of the 28th and 29th verses of the twelfth chapter of 1 Co-
rinthians ; which, it is understood, are to be the prominent subjects
of discussion at the next meeting.

On the evenings of W cum.sday and Thursday, Divine Service
was performed in the Church at 7 o'clock.  The prayers, on these
occasions wereread by the Rev, G. Archbold and the Rev. I1.
Patton; and the sermous were preached by the Rev. S. S. Strong,
and the Rev. B. Lindsay,—the former having taken his text from
I Cor. v. 14, 15, 16 verses,and the} latter from 1 John iv., 7, 8
verses.”

Our correspondent adds that, from various incontrollable cir-
cumstances, this was the first opportunity he had enjoyed of us.
socialing with his reverend Lrethren on these intecesting ocea-
sions; but expresses the high sotisfuction which he derived from
the present attendance, and Lis cenviction that the greutest ad-
vantage 10 the Church, and 10 the causc of religion generally,
must result from thesc Associu’tions of the Clergy.

UPPER CANADACLERGY SOCIETY.
LETTER FROM THE REV. IL U, O'NEILL,

March 17th, 1836.—Huving received my license from the Bi.
shop, L set off for the township of Whitby, on Luke Ontario;
here ¥ remnined until the 7ih of April, preuching to large congro-
gations diring the week, and three successive Sundays, nnd oe-
casionally exteading my visitsto the Townships of Pickering
and Darlington, 1t would occupy too much time and space to
transmit a detailed ascount of my procecdings during this period,
suifice it 10 say, that every where was [ wealcomed, Ia every
place’a kind feeling toward the Shurch existed or was speedily
produced, and great desire expressed thot I should prolong my
stay, or that a Minister should besent among them. In Darling-
ton & geod church is built, but there is no resident Minister.

June 13th, 1836 —In looking round upon the spiritual desti.
tution of this. naturally fine country, how powerfully are the
words of our blessed Lord suggested to my thoughts, * The har-
vest truly is plenteous, but the labourers-are -few!” May He
incline the hearts of his servants to obey his own direction under
such circumstances, “ Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest
that he would send forth lubourers into kis harvest.”

Nov. 11k, 1836.—1 set out from TForonto on the 18th of June,
and returned on the 21st of October, cenfining myself to the Home
District, within' the limits of which 1 truversed twenty-three
townships, preached 62 sermons, and administered 129 baptiamis,
&c. Eleven of these townships I had - visited before. And
merely to say that (notwithstanding the excited siate of public
feeling occasicned by a general election then going on through-
out the province, bad weather, and worse rouds), I found them
willing in every instance toattend upon my ministrations, would
but very inadequately represent the kind and welcome feeling
manifested by every denomination on my second appearance
amongst them.

June 20k, 1836.— A greater anxiety. ( it“poeaibl‘e)‘was mani-
fested in the township of Gore for & church and Minister.- .The
roads were exceedingly bad, but this did not prevent a numerous

congregetion from assembling twice on Sunday in-the large room |

of a-tavern: - ‘The meeting for. Scripture conversation and prayer
in-the same placo way both i interesting, and- I-trast.profiable. - 1
make no doubt if & Minister of pnety ‘and zeal ‘was sent among
them, he would - find & _ready welcome from the people, and re-
ceive such contributions towards his support as their circumstan-
ces would allow. - They are ready. to. “build’ a church lf 8 mmnster
of this description were to come to them. ‘

July 12th, 1836.— Albion had rectived no visit from a minis-
ter for ten months. On the second day of my arrival [ admitted
10 baptism, after due examination, besndepsevcral children, two
grown up persons, one eighteen years of -age,.the other sixieen
years, which last was born of Baptist parents. The congrega-
tion, some of whom had never been’ bapuzed were exceedingly
attentive. Besides preaching on the subject, I gave tracts to the
young women who were, 1 trus,. senodsly impressed. Next
morning a whole family of children, from fourteen years and-un-
der were bapuzed This township is thinly ‘inhabited on the
east side. For a distance of ten rmles close to a forest, between
Boulion’s Mills and Lloyd Towna, there were only two houses,
both inhabited by Presbyterians, by’ whom I was immediately
requested to baptize two naked boya who were playing in the
sun before the door.

July 20th.~—This was my third vum to Newmarket. While
in search of my horse I discovered some Unitarians (called in
this country Christ-ians) and made.an arrangement 1o preach to
them in a school-house, where they are accustomed to meet for
their mode of worship, Nothing had been done to the church
at Newmarket since tny last visit; however, the want of win-
dows in summer is less felt here than at home: rude seats were
quickly placed and a rough pulpit, with a green cloth, served
here as in the former case. . The largeness of -the congregauom
on this day, the first.time of using the chureh, at both servxcu,
induced me to prolong my stay another week. But the most in-
teresting circumstance connecied with this visit was a permnsnon
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obtained to preach to the fellowers of a person well known in
this part, whose name is David Wilson; he livesabout four miles
from Newmarket, in the village of Xope, towuship of East
Gwillimbury. This singular charvacter, who is reported to have
Leen formerly o sailor, in coming to this country juined the So-
cicty of Friends, from whom he was soon separated. Being a
cood mechanic, he constructed, with the help of his followers,
(who style themselves the Children of Peace) a beautiful frame
building, which has received the imposing name of the 'I’cmplo
of Peace. In addition to this he has two mecting- houses, an old
one where Sabbath services are conducted, for the prescm; and a
new one, on a larger and grander scule, not yet finished : all
three upon his own land. Flis religious opinions are a moily
mixture of Judaism, Quakerism and Unitarianism. His publie
services consist of political harangnes against Church and State,
Tories, Clergy Reserves, &e. Prayer forms no purt of his Sab-
bath ordinances—the pauses are filled up with picces of music
played by u band, He is an illievate man, but numbers among
his adherents several wealthy furmers,

August 22nd, 1836.— is a village beautifully sit-
vated on the south shore of Lake Huron. At the distance of
three miles from the village, a miliiary patty is stationed, under
the command of a licutenant. The oflicers nnd men, vs well as
the inbabitonts of the village, have frcquently meditated the erece
tion of a church; but the hopelessness of obuining a winister
has hitherto discouraged them from following up these regolu-
tions: and latierly - they have met with the sirongest opposition
from an active French Priest, sent bere from Moatreal, . This
gentleman’s influence is unceasingly eXerted for the incrense of
Popery. Ele ig in the habit of visiting all the poorer Protes.
tunts, and actually made o proselyte of one named = , wlho
waould give me no other resson foe iuvokmg dead saints and
worshnppmg a wafer, than that Mr. - ~— was tho only clor-
gymun before me that came to his' house ard talked to him ahout
his sins: ** besides,” said he, * my children are now schooled by
tha nuns; formerly they- run wild" 1 paid him. (wo - or- threat
visits, but to all my arguments he still replied, ** What better can
I or my children do 7" When you are gone, whero is the church ™.
or minister on Sunday 1 Are my clulducn to bo-no better lhan \
heathens 17

Dec. 3rd, 1836.—1In several conversations theso three daya
with persons of the Universalist and other porsuosuona,l had
full proof of the mgenuny with which plain Scripture wag wrest-
ed in support of their unhallowed pllll(:lplts. -The ihm at which -
I put up .was kept by a Umversuhst who is marvied and hus
children ; he has soveral brothers who huve large falmhcs, not
one of wham have been baptized. The inukeeper ot firat decla-
red-thut at \Vellmv(on Square there wus uo want of: pwaclwru,
for they were visited by Bupua(s, Methodists, and best of all by
Universalists.  Upon expressing my surprige at his unquullﬁed
approval of the last mentioned denomination, he replied, * Yeos,
Sir, best of them all, they aro rational ; other preachers, consign
lo cvcrluslmg pcrdmon all the human roce but their respective
sccts, whereas the Universulist tells us that God will have all- to
be saved, and this is most agrecable to my idea of God's charue-
ter. He is too merciful to punish any creature eternally . for a
fow sins of this short life.. 'What proportion -is there between
temporary sins and eternal torments 3" Without  entering.into
the particulars of my reply, T represented to him the follacy. of
his. arguments, and the dangerous unscriptural tondoncy of the
system he bad adopied. Alfter somo pauso, he udded, 1 om not
learned cnough to talk or give an gpinion on these matters,’ bm | N
confess there is a want of properly educated preachers in this -
country : tnuch harm is. done_from our having none but :gnownt
men to explain the Scriptures.. -~ - . -

Feb. Gth, 1837.~—In conclusion wo mny obacrvc, from (ho ex-
pencnco of one year's residence in this country, that-the, peoplo
in England can form but a very mndcquntc idea of the apiritual
destitution of their fricnds, who emigrate and settle in.tho wilds
of Canada ; nor is the condition less to be commisorated of those
who are collec(cd in hamlets and villages unprovndcd wnh a.re-
sident minister. Lettors, books, .and varbal doscr:ptlono may
carry home a. moumful tale, but an’accurato knowledge of lho
sad.truth can be obtained by pcrsonal .observation alone. .. .,

I am far from pretending by any. rcproaemuuonsl makc ;o ,
supply thedeficiencies of others who have prccedcd me.in writing
on this sub_)cct,‘but Iam wxllmg 9. conmbutc, in ;tbe.‘w@y,v of ~
duty, my feeble aid towards awukenmg an interest at home whtch
might induce our brethren in the motber. country. fo consider the -
claims this colony has upon Bnmh -ympalhy, and to Jead tbcm
to see thnt nolwuhsmndmg what bus been ulrendy. done. thm

yet is room, abundnn( room, t’or lbo works of faith ‘and labouu

of love, :

Without dssparagmg anoqqry exertums in Pagtm lando,
is allowable to remark that .no liwe. or. puins need be expcnded
here in acquiring a foreign langungg, nor life endengered by, un-
healthiness of climate, but that health, piety, and talent,: conse-
crated (o the work, become at onée nvallubla ina l’cw shor( wecks
after leaving the British shore,;

T'he people u( home are for. tho ;nost purt m\jurnlly engroued
with home proceedings, and onch of them as give their aitention
10 other countries take a greater. interest in the Hindoos and wor-
shlppcrs of the Ganges than in the condition of the- professed
worshippers of the true God i in the provinces of Uppor and Lower
Canada, This apathy and unconcern may at length be removed
by connwmly bringing. under their notice the pcnodlcal reporu of
the missionarics labouring in (his quarter; thus utgmg upon
their uttention the distressing stato of their brethren in this neg-
lected region, and thercby the many fervem entrenties 10 ¥ come
over and help us,”’ bgain and again repcatcd may ot lenglb in
God’s good time, be heard and folly anawered
' Lz'r'rmw receivid 10 Fnday March 30th :—

" Rey. C. T."Wade;=P. M, Thoruehill, (the papen hanb een-
forwarded);—-J. B. Ewau Esq. rem. ins full for vol. 1, mclt_ﬁdsnﬁ
rem. from Rev.J. Miller’;~Dr. Low, rem :—Rev, W, Macan- .
lay, rem :—F. H. Heward'Esq. { —Rev. G Mackie ;—Rev. J.
L. Alexander ;—Rev. 8. Armour, (with:£4 10s. for ’l'uv. :
Miss. Society) ;—J. Kent Esq. with enclosisres. ‘ :
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