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shaken te its very fotndations. That there lias
in years gone by, been grent miEtakes made cn
tiis Grand Trunk Railway, no one will deny.
But se far from these Bankers being iniplicatei
in these mistckes, they, in common witih the
other Stockholders, have been the sufflerers.
Even Mtir. Brown, notwithstanding lis repeated
attacks upon thece gentlemen, is obliged te ad-
mit, l that they have sunk mtuch mtontey ini Ite
concern, possibly much tmore than they itetded,
is probable." U po tte face of this admission, the
taunts with wlih bis book abounds, core wilh
anything but a good grace. Mr. Brown's esti-
mate of English stockholders is ail suflicient of
itself te ehiw how insanely lie wvrites on questions
Of figures i the following is hie idea Of the com-
mercial men Who meet on the Exchange for the
transaction of business in the commercial capital
of·th, Uld World.

" None but the stupid pretend to utdestattd thc
printled staetements made for n arket byjoiit-stock
comcptnies,for their uccountunitsarc ubLe strauegists
cho eiher arryj figures, like mecrcearics [of old,.
on the best puying sile, tor in accordance uiit,
the mnore honorable rules of moderit ioUrare,
always place Itemtt like soldiers, in position, tu
defetd lite uearet points, tts dtlerined by ltie
peculiar exigencies of the immtediate campign."

Ve can assure Mr. Brown that the English
stockbolders are not men te li taken in by un
"array offigures."' These gentlemen are "slupii'
enough te " ptretti lo understand the printeid
statements mtiadefor iarkelt." Men wbo live on
'Change and prufessionalaccountants, are not se
easily gulled as Mr. Browne in hig primitive
simttplicity is led te suppose.

Our historien tells us, tlat "figures.tu once
honorable chiaracters, l e caccepied tuipon intro-
duction ; but notw purtakting of the itmmctorality of
ftc mes, they aust bu rcciecti ciit considerable
distrusit" True! 'e have in tuee pages, on a
former occesion, demonstrated beyond the pover
of contradiction, that certain Government tliei-
da have, in this Province, wilfully and wicelldly
lent themselves te the itigrant falsification of
figures. sucl attemptns can, however, unly pass
muster, as they then did, when men persiauttntly
close their eyes, andti are predisposed tu believe
the faîlsehood. Figures are mathematical facte,
and there is no place in the wold where auy
attempt te lamper with their legitimtate issues,.
would so soco bu detected as oit the English
Stock Exchange. The great trouble which
stockholders have, is te check local· extra-
vagance in carrying out works te completion,
and in the subsuequent management cf their
undertakings, s in the case of Canada, where
the length of line extends over uearly eleveni
hundred miles, and where it is separatei from
tihose most interested by the waters of the
Atlantic.

The different changes l the management of
the Grand Trunk P.iatway, go te shwe that the
stocitholders have dore alt in their power,
cpurred as they have blen by their own interests
and thetrown sutfbrings,to secure a more elficient
mancgemtent, comubined with a grenter economy
of expendt.ure. The mot ungenerous and, we.
may add, disreputable portion of Mr. Btown's
remarks, consist in bis tncalled for insinuations
respectng the improved state of finances, result-
ing, ats ttuey doubtiess are, front. the present
ellicient management of the line. In contrasting
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the inereased traflic of 1863, togother with de-
creased expenses of managemeit, we are favoured
with the following offensive observations:--

" The runnine of 200,000 more tuiles than in
1862, with 51,000 tous additional freight and
75,707 additional passengers, on a cousumption
of 1500 cords legs fuel, is a fact to be noted by
all inventors of cooking stoves. An increase of
10 per cent in traction mcoved by a decrecse of
2à per cent of force, must suggeet the idea of
' cooking.'"

Surely Mr. BIrown does not menu to calI tiis
writing history such au inuinuation atgainst a
public companny, ought te have been backed by
corresponding figures, disproving those which
he so sneeringly insiniuatei are " cooked."

We are forcibly reminded of the story of a
good man, who feit sick and died. His medicat
attendant iad, during his last illness, exertied
himself te the utternost te pave the life of bis
patient;-but te no purpose. The friends of the
disensed were under the impression that the
iedical gentleman had administered digatalie,

and tiat in suth large quatities as te cause his
death. Nor did they conceal their opinione,
but on the contrary, comnenced a general attack
upon lite Doctor, after the following fashion :-

ou have cilled our frincîd. wlit digatalis !'
".Digaallis!'" exclaimed ttc astoished Doctor,

SI have never givcn hit onec smngle grain If diga-
tulis !"

Then rejoined those captions folks: ' out
ought to have administered large doses Ofdigatalis,
our.friend has died for want of digatalis."

Mr. Brown bas written a book, wlicih he mis-
neames history, for the express object of proving
te the world, liat the Grand Trunk Riailway,
ever since "its incepion," ians beei paesing
through the procces of a lingering death, through
the extravagant treatment and grous mieman-
agement of its doctors,

But Mr. Brown's book is born Out of due eacSOn,
for prier te its existence anotlher pbysician hal
been called in, who et once discovtes that the
sick man lis Yeen over.gorged by bis former
doctors, ad ie places Iim,, on amore economical
diet. in wich all superfiluities are strictly pro-
hibited.

Mr. Brown bas been trying Io write the sick
man dead, but tder Dr. Brydges' treament, the
Grand Trunk patient cantot die for the life of
hie.

The result leads Mir. Brown on lis last pages
te exclaim in despair, " Yotu are killing the matn
wilt economy ; ie cennot, by any posEibilty,
survive the withdrawal of his former exîrava-
gant diet.

'Tie fact i, Mr. Brown'smind is disordered on
this subject, and besides, ie is evidently incom-
petent te deal with se large a matter. Wtt are
i novices on these questions. An experience
running overteveral year's on public works, las
made us somîewhat familiar with the establiihed
methlids of keeping the accotntein thcee depart-
ments. Believing, as we have already stated,
that Mr. Brown is ctorougbly sincere in his cni-
madversions, we fuel somthineg akin te pity,
when we follow the mistaken nid man fioml page
te page, nad observe him tiaking exception te
establiEed practices, fontded on thte experience
of sone of the first Actuaries and Accountants
in the world. Mr. Brown maly be, and no doubt is
familiar with the must approi cd mtetaud of kcep-
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