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shaken to its very foundations. That there hag
in years goue by, been great mistakes mnde on
this Grand Trunl Railway, no one will deny:
But so far from these Bankers being implicated
in these mistokes, they, in common with the
other Stockholders, have been the suflsrers,
Even Mr. Brown, notwithstanding bis repeated
attacks upon these gentlemen, is obliged to ad-
mit, “that they have sunle much money in the
concern, possibly much wmore then they intended,
is probable.” Upou the face of thisadmission, the
taunts with which his book abounds, come with
anything. but a good grace. Mr. Brown's esti-
mate of Eoglish stockholders is all sufficient of
itself to shew how ineanely he writes on questions
of figures ; the following is his idea of the com-
mercial men who meet on the Bxchange for the
tranguction of business in the commercial capital
ofthe Uld World.

% Nowne but the stupid prefend Lo understand the
printed stalements mude for market by joint-stock
campunies, for their uccountunts arcubte stralegisls
who cither urray figures, lilie mercenuries fof old,.
on the best puying side, or in accordance wilh
the more honoruble rules of wmodern warfare,
always place them like soldiers, in position, to
defend the tweakest points, as delermined by the
peculiur exigencies of the immediule cumpuign.”
We can assure Mr. Brown thbat the Buoglish
stockbolders are not men to be takes in by wn
“Yarray of figures” These gentlemen are “stupid’?
enough to “prelend fo understand lhe printed
statements made for murket” Mea who live on
'Change and professionsl accountants, are not so
easily gulled ss Mr. Brown, in his primitive
simpticity is led to suppose,

Our historiau tells us, that ¥ figures.were once
konarable characters, to be accepled upan tutro-
duction ; but now purtaking of the immorality of
the tunes, they must be received with consideruble
distrust.” ‘I'rue! we have in these pages, on a
former occasion, demonsirated beyond the power
of contradiction, that certain Government otlici-
al3 have, in this Province, wilfully and wickedly
lent themselves to the fugrant falsification of
figures. Such atiempts can, bowever, only pass
musier, ag they then did, when men persisiently
cloge their eyes, and are predisposed to believe
the falsehood. IMgures are mithematical facts,
and there is no pince in the world where any

attempt to tamper with their Jegitimute issues,.

would 8o soon be detected as on the English
Stock Exebange. Ths great trouble which
stockholders bave, is to check local  extra-
yaganee jo canying out works to completion,
and in the subrequent munagement of their
undertakings, as in the cuase of Cannda, where
the length of line extends over nearly eleven
hupdred miles, and where it i3 separated from
those most interested by the waters of the
Ailantic.

The different changes in the management of
the Grand ‘I'runk Raitway, go to shew that the
stockhotders have dore nail in their power,
spurred as they bave been by their owninterests

und theiwc own sutlerings, to secure a more elficient *

manngement, combined with a greater economy
of expenditure, The most ungenerous and, we
may add, disreputable portion of Mr. Biown’s
remarks, consist in his uncalled for jnsinuations

respecung the improved state of finances, result-’

ing, n8 wey doubiless are, from- the present
eflicient munngement of the line, In conutasting

the increased traflic of 1863, together with de-
creased expenses of management, we are favoured
with the following offensive observations :—

“ The ruoning of 200,000 more miles than in
1862, with 59,000 tons additional freight and
75,797 additional passengers, on & consumption
of 1500 cords less fuel, is a fact to be noted by
allinventors of cooking stoves. Aun increase of
10 per ceatin traction moved by o decrease of
2§ per cent of force, must suggest tho idea of
‘cooking.'”

Surely Mr. Brown does not mean to call this
writing history! such an insiauation against a
public compazy, onght to have been backed by
corresponding fignres, disproving those which
he so sneeringly insinuates are ¢ coolced.”

We are forcibly reminded of the story of a
good man, who fell sick and died. Hisz medienal
attendant had, during his last illness, cxerted
himself to the utiermost to aave the life of his
patient ;j—but to no purpose, The frienids of the
disensed were under the impression that the
medieal gentleman had administered digatalis,
and thatin guch Jarge quautities as to cause his
death, Nor did they conceal their opinions,
but on {he contrary, commenced a general attack
upon the Doctor, atter the following fashion -

“ You have Lilled our friend with digatalis I

¢ Digalalis !” exclanimed the astonished Doctor,
1 have never given him one single grain of diga-
talis 1"

Then rejoined those captious folks: “ You
ought {0 have administered lurge doses of digatalis,
our friend has died for wanl of digatalis”

Mr. Brown has written & book, which he mis-
names-history, for the express object of proving
to ihe world, that the Grand Trunk Railway,
ever gince ‘ ita inception,” has been paesing
through the process of « lingering death, throuph
tbo extravagont treatment and gross misman-
agement of its doctors,

But Mr. Brown’s bonk is born out of dne seagon,
for prior to its existence another pbysician has
been called in, who at once discovers that the
sick man has heen over-gorged by bhis former
doctors, aud he places him on umore economical
diet. in which alf superfluities are strictly pro-
hibited. !

Me. Brown has been trying to write the sick
men dead, but under Dr. Brydges’ treaument, the
Grand Trunk patent cannot die for the life of
him.

The result lends Mr. Brown on his last pages
to exclaim in deapair, * You are killing the man
with economy ; bhe cannot, by any possibility,
gurviva the withdrawal of his former exirava-
gt diet.”

Phe fact i, Mr. Brown’s mind iy disordered on’

this subject, und besides, he is evideatly incom-
petent to deal with so large a matter, Wu are
no novices on these questions. An experience
running overseveral yesr's on public works, has
made us somewhat familiar with the established
methods of keeping the accountg in thoge depart-
ments. Believing, ns we have already stuted,
that Mr. Brown is 1thorougbly eincere in his ani-
madversions, we feel something akin to pity,
when we follow the mistaken old man from page
to page, and cbeerve him taking excepiion to
established practices, founded on the experience
of some of the first Actuaries and Accountants
in the world. Mr, Brown may be, and no doubt ia
familiar with the must approved metaod of keep-
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