CANADIAN SUNDAY MAGAZINE, U

see, Evelyn could not-come; “and' T hope you hwe no
supel stition about being the thivteenth at table.”
2" No, certainly, he had no y such sor uple and the hostess

turned, still smiling, to close up the rear, when 'l.sud- L

den confusion aroso in the ranks before her. :
. “Indeed it is of no consequence at all. No, T'am not
unwell—I am vory wellindeed. But Iliad rather not go
-in to dinner.”

“ Why, Loura,” cnod tho hostess, p\essmg forward,
what is- the matter 2. You musb be fcohng unwell.?

«Ohno! not at a.ll 1hfmks bat T dmed at Iunchoon,
and T'd’ mthm, much mthex, W (ut. in the dmwmg—loom
and hive some tea.” o

“Butwhy? This is very stran rre You were gémg iri

to dinner with us all just now. Do {fell us whn,t is the','__‘ ‘

reason for this sudden change of pla.n
© “Well, then —I know youw'll laugh at me, bub I c‘m’t
help it—ounly I wouldn't, for all Lho w01ld 51t down
thirteen -at tables’ - o

- Arguing, partly-banter, but passing into xmp'\tlonce,
supervened “The: young lady; howover;’ contmucd ob-

durate. - The-soup stood untasted,-the tuir bot g giew cold; .
tho lady’ of the house fought against ivvitability ; the!
young lady was-as'obstinate as a male.  She was pross--

ing'back: into the: drawing-roon. - The «ontlemm‘w'ho
had been about, to follow the procession here: stepped
forward, ew:elfummrr « I fear T'am' the unhmpp
all the. tlouble, f1om my Imvmo' ‘eomo with
Tho mtexloper being mmoved thio “havs
party will be restored.” = Aud, with a éourteons ¢ good-.

‘night”;to the hostess, beforc a word conld bo saidhe had -
“taken his hat,and coat, and pmssed out 1nto the mhospm- e

able'night; dlllllel]eSS

- The Hostess, who, as'it happe\\ed would mther have .
spar ed:any other of her-guests than this one, to: whom,

f01 m:my reasons, she W1shed to show pau ti culzu attentwn

’




