- would not be navigable,’

-ferved in thefg parts.

-dazzling: fplendour, -
intended to carry. the ‘Emperor, the Em-_ -
prcfs maother, and atl the perfons of their -
-retinue

'Empcror ‘himfelf forefaw; and- whrch‘any—‘—"lm—of the-Chinefe-architeéts.  The’ greatl.

Sl e

DESCRIPT!ON of the SOLEMNITIES obfcrvcd at PEKN whm the EMPEROR'!
. MOTHER entered her SIXTIE'IH YEAR. o

sroesmmpe eins

[In a Lemrfrom a Fefuie Mﬂ',mry ]

T is in Chinaan ancient cuﬂom to ce-
I lebrate with preat pomp the day when
the Emperor’s mother enters upon the
fixticth year of her age, Some months

before that day. arrwed,_.ll the tribunals |

of the capital, all the v:ccroys and great
mandarines of the empire had orders 1o
prepare themfelves for the afore. mention-
cd ceremany, the mott fplendid thatis ob-

engravers, atchite&s and j Joiners of Fekin,
and the: nrighbouring provinces, were
‘without intermiffion cmployed for more
than three months together in making, eve-
ry one, the niceft: works' of -his refpe@ive
art.
employment. The bufinefs was to con-
firuét fomething that might charm. the

.eyes of 2 delicate and voluptuous court,
accuftomed to fee whatever is moft beauti- .

ful in the works of art brought from the
four quarters of the globe. - The decora-

tions were to begin at.one of the Bmpe.~

ror's houles of pleafute, which is at Yuen-
min- yucn, and to terminate at the palace
which is at Pckm in the centre of the Tar-
tarian city :
other, about four leagues,

There are two roads which lead from
one. of théfe palaces to the other., 'The

Emperor ardered that: the proceffion thould.
"be made along that which runs by the ri.

ver fide. .- Jmmediately all the preparations
were turnéd. towards that. quarter,

tines, The gilding and variety of colours
with which they were adorned gave a
Thefe barks ‘were

‘But by an accident, which the

perfons of good fenfe mlght hzve forefeen
as.well as he, thcy were of no ufe,
At Pekin the cold is extrems, and, as it

_-was in ‘the moft -rigorous - (cafon, of the
- ycar that the ceremony was to take placc,
the river |
‘Some ‘manda-.

it was narural to think 'that

rines -neverthelefs “affured ' the Erperor,

- that they could eafily furmoum! this . difti-

. c.ulty. 1:And. they took the - ful!owmg
" method to” effed it
. mént thoufands of Chinele were cmpluycd
"night -and dayifome in- bcanng and agis -
,.,lanng “tlie water to prevent. it from’. fr-ez-

thhv:.

.By thelr appoint-

nd Olhcrs m bxe;km; thc xce,

All the painters, -

Many ‘other kinds of artifts had alfo "

" “Thefe are diftant from each’
" rected buildings of differcnt forms. -

The .
prince caufed new barks to be built nearly
* of the fame fize, and “form a$ our brigan-

- Thcy were every onedevated to'a particu

T othcr's compames of comedian
_grealcﬂ parg were rcfrefhmems and:

was formed, fromnme to time, in fpite oi"
all the precautions of their comrades; and
in drawing it out of the bed of the -river.
This troublefome work lafted about three
weeks ; after which finding that the cold
continually increafed, and that it would at
length get the better af them, they yield..
‘ed up the vi€lory, and defifted from an en-
terprize the moit daring that ever was.-—
It coftthe principal zuthor only oneyear’s
'income of his falary, A pum[hmcn:
light enough in fuch a country a: thir,
where it.is always a capital crime for per~ -
fons to be found incapable, or even un-
_ der an’ impoffibility -of - performing what.
they have had the boldnefs to promife the . .
-Emperor ; and where it cofts him fo littls”
.10 et off their heéads. The barks were-
" thean dgclarcd ufelefs, and it was conclud.:
ed to fubftitute fledges in their Qlead,—
But all'this while they had been working
with incredible dlhgcnce at the embellith- .

-_ments that were'to decorate the “ way by

“which the Emprefs mother was to pafs.—
And thefe were nearly what I'am gomg to ‘
" defcribes :
On the two banks of the river were e«
‘Here.
was 3 houfe cither fquarg, triangular, o Q'
polygon (i.c. of many angies) with all'its™
apartments. There. was a rotunda, or -
fome other edifice of a fimilar kind. * As *
one went. along; others appeared; whofe
conftru@ion (varied in a hundred different -
manners) engaged, amuled, and. charmed
the fight, wherever one fixed it. Jn fach’
places as the river, by growing wxdcr, had -
departed, from”a right line, were Thuile. :
houfes of wood fupported by pillars fixed .-
“in the water, and’ which appeared” above ™
its furface, fome two feet, and others thrée
or four, or “éven - h:bhfr, accordmg to tha:

el part of thefe buildings formed ifland
“the paffages.'to” which -was over bridg
built for that purpofe. There were fom
cnnrely detached and fepara:c, ‘Others w
contiguous, and had:a communication |
twein lhem by covered” galleties,” bu:lt
much in“the fame- ‘mianner a5 theé houfes
and bridges which 1 have' dcfcrmcd abgvi
411 thefe edifices were giit-and embelh{he
in the moft fp'cndcd talte of th -countr

Jar ufe., In’ fome : were: ‘bands of mu{'c

mﬁcent throncs r.u rcccwc 1l



