
DESCRIPTION of the SOLEMNITIES obfcrved at PEKU, when.the EMPEROIL's
MOTHER entered ber SIXTIETH YEAR.

[là a Letterfrom a Jefuir Mii .rary.]

T is in China an ancient cultom to ce- was formed, from time te time, in fpite f-
icbrate with yreat poimp the day.when ail the precautions of their comrades; and

the Emperor's mother enters upon the in drawing it out of the bed of the river.
fixcieth year of her age. Some months This trou b)efome work lafled about three
before that day. arrived,.ali the tribunals weeks i after which finding that the cold
of the capital, ail the viceroys' and great con tinually increaied, and that it.would ù-
mandarines of the empire had orders to Icngth get.ihe better of them, they'yield.
prepare themfelves fror the afore. mention- 'cd up the viaory, and defifted from an en;-
cd ccremony, the mod (plendid that is ob- terprize the mofi daring chat ever was.-

*fcrved in thefr parts. Ail the painters, It coft the principal-author only onejear,'s-
engr&vcrs, aichiteas and joiners of Pekin, 'income of his falary. A punifhment:
and the: nrighbouring provinces, were light enough in fuch a country -as this,,
without intermiffion cmployed for more wlhere itis always a capital crime for per-
than threc months togetherin making, ezc- Cons to be found incapable, or even un-
ry one, che nicefl·works' of -his recfpedive der an impoliibility ¯of performing what
art. Many other kinds of arrifis had alfo they have had the boldnefs to promife the
employment. The bufinefs was to con- -Emperor ; and where it cofts him ru little
firua fumething that 'mght charm the . t cut off their heads. The barks wero
eyes of a delicate and voluptudus' court, then d clared ufelefs, and it war conclud-.
accutfomed to fee whate-ver is mofl beauti- cd to fubftitute fledgeb in their Licad.-
fui in the works of art broight from the But ail this while thcy had baen working
four quarters of the globe. - The decora- with incredible diligence at the cmbelliih-
tions werc to begin at. nce of the Empe. ments that wereéto decorate the way by
ror's houfes oe pleafure, qwhich is at Yuen- which the Emprefs mother was ta pafs.-
min yuen,' and to terminate at the palace And thefe were nearly what I am going to
which is at Pekin in the centre of iha Tar- defcribe.,
tariait city :- 'hete are difiant (rom each On the two banks ,of' the river were e-
other, about four leagues. reaed buildings of d.ifferent forms. Here -

There arc two roads which lead rom was a houfe cither fquare, triangular, or.
one. of thefe palaces .to the other. The polygon (i.e. of many angles) with aIl cr
Emperorordered chat theproce.ffion lhould ap-artmcnts6 There was a 'rotunda, or
bc made aiorg that which runs by the Tir fone other edifice of a imilar kind. - Às
ver ide,. mmediarely all the preparations one went .along-i others appeared, whorî
were turned.towards that. quarter. The conftruâion (varied in a hundred different
prince caufed new barks ta be built nearly nanners) engaged,. amured, and. charmed
of the fame fize, and 'form ai our brigan- the fight, veherever ont fixed ii. Un fuch
tines, The gilding and variety of colours places as the river, by growing wider, had
with which they wcre adorned gave a deprted, from a right une, were ?built
da-rzling fplendour. Thcre barks 'we'r houfes of wood, fupported by pillars fixed
intend.ed to arry . the Emperor, the Em- in tie water, and which a ppeared aboe
prefs-mother, and ail the perfons of cheir its furface, Come two feet, and oCthers thre
retinue : But by an accident, which the or four, or even .highf, accotrdins tohthe
Emperor himfelf forefaw, and-wlier-ny .plin-of-te-Chinefa-archire s Theireat
perforis of good fenfe might'h:ve forcfefn eft part of thefe buildings formed flarid34 i
as well as he, they were of no ufe. the paffages 'ta whi h was over -bridgc:L

At Pekin the cold '- extreme, and, as it built fcr that purpofe. There weic fmrre
was in the moi -rigorous feafon, of the entirely detached and fepa«ratt,.otheris Were
ycar that ilie cercmbny was ta take place, contiguous, and hada comrnunicationa-.
at was natural to think 'that the river twekn othem by covëed- -lie ï bUt
would fnot ;e navigable.' Some lmanda- much' in':the fame nianner ai thë loufei
rines >nóchhelersaWured the Ediüperor, and bridges.which i.1 havcdcribed abdv.
that they could eafily furmoun'f this difli- 41-thefe edifices were Sit and embcllifhéd
cùl'ty. :And they took chn followi ng in. the noCt fplended aaftiecountry.
method .to' effed it." By 'their appoint- They wqre every nco devotcd i a partid..,.
ment ihoufands ;f Chinfe wer empliyed lar ufe.. In rama were bands o(niutic'night rnd dayý famé in beating and agi n others compani.s cf coieèdians in the"'.
tating the water [o prevent it from ..fr ezý greateft part were frrcefhmen sand
aJng,ñ öithcra in brcikine the icewhich nifices t thròncs r" ivise mpèr
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