
THE PUBLIC SGIIOOL QUESTION

the parent bas a natural right to say in
whose hands be will place the educa-
tion of bis child. The Catholics, being
a large and united vote, assert that right
against the general principle of the State
system. The State bas no natural right
ta take away the child from the parent
or those to whom the parent chooses
to entrust it. Nor, if the parent is will-
ing to do bis own duty, bas tbe State
any n4tural rigbt to tax bim for the
immunity of others. The State cannot
reasonably say that tbose upan wbom
it bas conferred political power are
imbeciles in the mnatter of education
and incompetent to perform their
natural dut>' or exercise their natural
rigbt in respect ta tbe education of
their children.

This, 1 arn afraid, will sound like
rank beres>' to tbe thearists wbo hold
that the rigbts and duties af the individ-
ual and tbe family ougbt to be sur-
rendered to tbe State.

Natural rigbt, bowever, wbetber of
the individual or af the family, must
sametimes give way to public exig-
ency. In this case the public exi-
gency, so far as tbe State is concerned,
is tbe danger af an ignorant electarate.
As Robert Lowe rather bitterl>' saîd,
-We must educate our masters."

Tbe fact that the exigency bas been
created by'therivaîr>' of political par-
ties which bas abolisbed ail qualifica-
tions for the franchise and puts tbe
ballot into ever>' band, instead af let-
ting industry and frugality stretch out
tbeir hands for it, does flot make the
peril any lêss. On tbe other band, the
security for -tbe voter's intelligence
wbicb the State requires migbt be ob-
tained, witbaut taking away education
fram tbe parent, b>' certified inspection
or an educational test. Nor does it
seem that tbe cammunity is in an>' way
bound, or that an>' public interest
would lead it, ta go ta the expense of
imparting an>' more than a strict>'
necessar>' education. To excite and
gratif>' the pupil's ambition of rising
above the station in wbich be bappens
ta have been born, ma>' be a gooci
thing in itself ; it certain>' is wben the
persan ta be so raised is well selected

and helped either by private muni-
ficence or by State endowments speci-
ail>' devated ta tbat object. One who
assisted in tbe fou ndation af Cornell
University' mu>' fairl>' say that be bas
not personally failed to take part in
the opening of that door. Tbe State
mu>' also proper>' endow special insti-
tutions for instruction in tecbnical
science, scientiflc agriculture, or other
studies wbich are profitable ta the
cammunit>' ut large. But the com-
munit>' at large bas no înterest in the
indiscriminate fostering of ambition.
On the contrar>', an extensive displace-
ment ai industry mu>' be economically
injuriaus ta tbe commonwealth. Nor
is happiness more tban cantentment
certain ta be tbe fruit af sucb a palicy.
As was said in tbe address ta wbicb 1
bave referred, we cannat aIl actuall>'
climb over each atber's heads, though
restless desire mu>' be kindled in ail.

Tn the exercise af educational cbar-
it>', af course, there are no limits.
Nor can chanit> be better exercised than
in encouraging education, and in en-
abling real ability ta attain the station
in which it cani be mast useful ta the
commnonwealth.

A State system of education can
hardI>' fail ta be mechanical and Pro-
crustean. Its spirit was depicted by
the Frencb Minister of Education who
boasted that wben he rang a bell the
same lesson commenced in ever>' scbool
in France. The Voluntar>' system, on
the otber hand, if it can be made suc-
cessful, is flexible, and adapts itself ta
local, social and industrial circum-
stance. It bas also in it the motive
power ai emulation, which, in aIl
tbings, is a stimulus of impravement.

Under the Valuntar>' system teacb-
ing is a profession wbicb the teacher
enters expecting to live b>' it, as be
knows that bis special gifts and exer-
tians will, in this as in other profes-
sians, fetch tbeir praper price. Under
the State systemn teacbing is hard>' a
profession, sa far as man>' ai the male
teachers are concerned. Tbe man is
neyer sure ai earning bis fair market
value. It is inferred from facts befote
the Department of Education that the


