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INTRODUCTION. The wind whose violence had excited com-.
ment at the telegraph station, also whistledThe following story is a faithfuî picture of the aonc the trees surrotinding an old, but stili

stat ofsocity n te Ketis Cost a th aubstantial building, and known in that neigh.close of the last and the beginning of the pre- borhood by the naine of the Priory; and as it
sent centur. The varions armistices and short howled around t4e dwelling, and rattled the
truces with the French Republic or Empire leaden casernents, even the obduirate heurt of

gve great opportunities for the daring feats Sir Barry Chillington became subjeet to un-
herech ronicled of the Free Booters (smuggiers), plessant sensations. Pacing the floor of wbat
with whom the Romany (Gipsy) gangs were hie froin courtesy choose to teri a library, the
often in confederation. Tite old Martello fury of the tempest awoke within himi thouglits
Towera, as the quartera of the early Coat Guard unfriendly. His manner was that of an iron
(Vreventive) service and the ravines and caverns soul struggling bard to eject feelings unhappy,
abot Shorne Cliff could tell a story perfectly whichi without being courted had quartered
in keeping with the narrative, while the theinselves on hin. Increasing the speed with
reckless character .)f the gentry of that peiod which lhe now wildly paraded that apartuient,
and locality, is riot a whit overdrawn. The and sinking into a reverie, hae clenclîed lus fist
scenes about Dover and Folkestone, Calais and and compressed bis lips as thougbi in defiance of
Gravelines. the classic ground of Romano--Bri- some fori faîîcy had created witbin lus brain.
tiali and Norman-Eîîglish history, are drawn The feelings of Sir Harry were becoming excited
to the very life, aud no one either a native of, beyond control, when a knock ut the door froin
or visitor to, those places, can failtat recognîze witbout aroused hum.
their identity. Althouglh having no distinct " lCorne in !- lie sliarply exclaimed, being
historieul or political conmplexion, but simpfly glad that something bad occnirred to break the
regarded as a social fiction, the author's pen Chain of thought which was fast binding him
bas giveu us another IfWaverley." We se .iii feelings of borror. In obedience to his com-.
almoatthie very homes and people with wbom mand the door opened, and a servant enteredwe were acqnainted in our childhood, fifty or bearing a note t hat had just been left at the
ixty years since, as the story goes on with un. Priory. Eagerly seizing tbe paper, and casting

abated intereat, under the akilful manipulation a glance at the superscription, Sir Ilarry en-
of the writer. ln giving it to the public after quired :
careful revision, the only changes made are IfBy whom was this ilote delivered V"
such as the more purticular information and "iMad Tom lias this moment left if, Sircorrect knowledge have suggested, and for Harry," was the response.
whicb purpose the manuscript was placed in the The buronet broke the seal, and as lie rend its
banda of the DTR contents bis brow becume corrugated, and such

DIO. ferocity overspread bis countenance as to makeCHAPTER I. hini a friglîttul person to look upon. But a
A MIDNIGHT ADVENTURE. sudden relaxation of tbe stern rigidity of bis

a spect quickly followed and a grim sinile sut
lt'll be a rough niglit, Bob,'' said a coast upon lis lip, uppareîutly the otlispring of a fresh

guard ut a telegrapli station, situated on the tboughit wbicb liad flaslied across bis brain.
cliff on the south-eastern coast of Eugiand. Beiuug temporarily relieved froi the incubus
That telegruph wýas the semaphore of a hundred that fiad before beeuu crnshing hum, lie took the
years ago, whicli told its tale to distant watcb- hundle of the bell and pulled it vigorously.
ers by the movement of its arias. The person Iu reply to the enquiry of bis servant, Sir
thus addressed was sitting by a blazing fire Harry ordered thiat bis fuvourîte borse sliould ut
burning in the watch house, and wrapped iii a once be prepared for ajouîrney. Bowing obe-
number of heavy garments was awiting the dience to tbe conîmand, the servant retired to
moment that sbonld summon liai forth to dis- give the necessary iuutructions, and quickly
charge hs niglut duty as a patrol for prevent- returnied with the riding-coat and boots of the
ing snggling. Having therefore knocked tbe baronet. Being equipped for a ride on snch a
ashes froin bis pi pe and refilled iL îreparatory ten)pestuous night, bie stood inpatiently awuit-
to smoking it on bis béat, as bie heard the wiîîd iiîg the annouîîcenient that aIl wus in readineas.
ruttle again8t the ahutters of the hut, he re- It was niot an unoisual tbiîg lfor Sir Harry to
plied, be out late ut niglit, nior indeed ut uîuy bour, as

" You are riglit, Jack ; and in my opinion biï habits wt-re eccentric, anîd bis unamiable
it'l1 blow bard enough to aend a tellow's teeth disposition rendered the rernotpst lîint ut the
down bis throat ; nor will there be any chance cause of bis absence perilous. Havinig thierefore
to seek shelter, for old 'Luif' will lie in bis rnounted a roan, wbich appeared proud of being
glory to-îuight, especially as h li as heard that called on to dischuarge a duty in the rîidst of
tbe Ransly gang intcud running a cargo. I bc- su-h a wild atorin as was still raging, hie dasbed
lieve the old fellow to be a distant relation of off iîîto the darkne.ss of nighit, and took tîhe di-
Mother Carey's chicken, for there is no turning rection of the eliff rond leading to the old town
in witl hiin wlen it blows bard." and port of Dover.

" They'll neyer try to mun a cargo throngb The storin maintained its violence as the
sncb a sea as will preaently be raised." baronet pursued bis journey ; the raîn still fell

IlYou wouldn't hold to that opinioni long, if pitilessly ; and as the angry gale came boomning
you knew the skipper of the Nancy as well as acroas the seething waters iL mouned as being
1 do. It'll tuke a heavier sea than will be tbe death knell of nîany a galîsuit sailor. But
raised to-nigbt to prevent Jack Pegden tromn the hardy forai of that horseman was proof
comiîug over." ugainat its fury, and lie passed tbrough it as

"Well, al Ihope ià that somthing will stop fearlessl1y as tbîough bimsellf were the Storm
him, for I have no inclination ta shoot any one King.
to-nilt." ' Tlue road taken by Sir Harry in this niglut

"fBah ! shoot, indeed. If ever you try yonr ride, led hirn toward the telegraph station on
band with tbose fellows, take mv advice and be the cliff ; and as lie upproached the place the
very careful, or yon may corne ont of the affray clatter of bis borse's boofs upon the flinty rond
only second best. It is wll enougb to talk by the aronsed the feurs of tlhe coat guard within.
fire-side of wbat you will du, but if we have to Thut boaster of an bour before, as lie beard the
attack thein you'll find it to be no child's play." oud felt lis courage retreat to bis extrem-

"Ah 1 well, we shialsee. Good-nigt o. itie s, and aA thongh it 'vere in their weaknes
Clood-niu-,ht," was the res ponse- ana as lite entreuting bhis legs to convey hirn to a plceo

the surrounding darkneu. That sigu sbowed Har-y and the apotbecary enter the room, thse
the bouse to be the abode of au apothecury. dying woman fainted.
Obeying the signal of the presence of the bar- IlShe is gone," said tIa baronet, addresaing
onet in tbe tiukling of a saal bell, the dis- bis companion, as lie looked uruon the pailid
penser of drugs, a man taîl, pale, cadaverous, cbeek and bloodless lips of the suifferer.
wliose akin, from being lunger pinched, bud Il1 thiuk not," lie replied, as bie placed bis
become too loose for bis fraine and hnng in skinny fingers on the womnan's pulse. "She
wrinkles, made bis apparance. A short con- bas faiîuted ; a restorative will bring lier back
versation followed, wb ch ut firat ligîted up the to conscionaness."
countenauce of tbe apothecary wîtb pleasure, Having druwu forth from bis pocket asauî
but was quickly succeeded by the sliadow of ap- pbial con taining a snbtle remiedy wbose powers
prebension. These expressions of miugled feel- could release from a state of lethargy suspended
ing told of a confiict going on in bis mind, and animation, bie upplied it to the nostrils of the
iL was ntL ntil Sir Harry had taiked tor a long appau-ently lifeleas woman, aud as baer feeble
time that quiet wss restored, and the aspect of inspiration gently inhalad the spirit, she awoke
heu-oic resol ve aettled itself on bis féatures. 0f- as froun a delicious dreain.
fering to the baronet a broken chair as a seat, "'I thougbt it to heall over !" aIe siglied;
the man then qtickly disappeured in the rear "lbut I bave yet to puas tbrough it. O deatli !"
of bis littie sliop. "lTaka thig dranght," suid the apothecury,

On leaving Sir I{arry, the apothecary entered wlo lad mixed with water from a jug resting
intu a little back yard, and made lis wuy Loward on a chair a few drops of a stimiulant h li ad
a dilapidated kitchen forming the stable for a brouglit witl i hrn, sud holding a broken cup
miserable back whicl business compelled him to to the moutli of the patient she du-ank the con-
maintain as best lie could. tenta. The ramedy tIns applieul produced an

'Corne, Bones," àaid lie, as lie entered the iramediate effact on liar enfeebled fu-ama, snd
apartment occnpied by LIe wretclied brute; lber countenauce becamie more uuimated, sud
" there is bafore you the prospect of s baLLer bier intellect more lncid.
feed tlian any yuu have had sîîuce we becamne ac- Sir Harry saw the change produced ini the
quainted ; but like me, you wili have to plunga patient, and bated the sigî,t. luwau-dty lie
throngli tbe tempeat of thus dreadful nîglit to cnrsed the apothecary for bis fully, sud but
eau-n iL." "lBoues," as the apothecary, in the tliat lie kuîew LIa effeet wonld lie only tu-sient
wit that spuings up in some niinda aven frorn lie wonld bave kicked hum forth into tIa dark-
extu-eme misery, bad chosen to cati bis huck, nass. Yet short as was the resuscitation iL
ou liean*ng bis masteu-'s voice turned bis head proved too long to be agu-ecuble to bis feelings.
tuward hirn as miucli as to say, "I1 understand Ou becoming fuully c, uscions who were thie
yon, and it is a good deuil that I will dure for the persons present in the roonu with bier, the dying
pleasure of again Lasting a feed of corn." The woman backonad Sir Harry Lo lber bedside. He
appeau-suce of " .Boues," wM~ that of liaviîîg bebeld the mute request, and woulut ghadly bave
been fed upon daylight, suduntit the ethereal been spirited away a tliouîsand miles from that
diet had rendered him almuat transparent. He room ;lie du-eaded tIe interview that hae could
was a mnoat malancholy-iooking horse, that front not iiow avoid ; sud lad iL not been that with
constant buniger had growu tired of life, and vat aIl bis boastiug haievas ut heai t a cosard, lie
bad not sufficieut couraýle Lu put an end ta luis wonld ha% e mixad witli bis owu huand a potion
existence by uefusiug Lo live any longer. Pick- thut would have sealad lin the silence of (leatli
ing up an impure cabliage leaf wbicl lhad faîhen Lhe lips of the Fufferer. IL wus not virtue that
beyond the reuch- of the cresture, the lat of a restu-ained him fromt sending the invulill iuto
bandful that lad beau given Lu "lBoues" by a LIe domain of Deatb a few moments eau-lier
neigbbouu-iug green-grocer, the apothecary of- thun diseuse wonld bave conveyed lier thithar:
feu-ed it to tu-y him as lie unfasteuad the string hae dreaded the consequences that mighst foltow
that fou-med bis only butter. sud ai set, sud this atone preveuted thea deed.

" That's it," said lie, as buviug piacad the Tisera baiug no excusa fou- uetusing to aiuîuu-act
saddle on bis back, lia bade " Boues" gu-opa bis the dyiuîg woman, hae reluctantly yieldad Lo huer
way iu the dark thu-ougli the bouse frorn LIa kit- requast.
chien to the street. As therefore Lhe wretched Counmanding the apotheca-y to retire Lo the,
creature faît the gusbiug wiud, sud liard the uther. eud of LIe u-oom, the baronet ulu-ew muear Lu
rain stili ponring, lie besitutad. Thera was in. the iuvalid. Taking luis huand in lieu- owu, the
decision in the mauner of LIe hou-sa, whicl dyiug womau pu-essed it with att ttîe farvor bar
seemed to ssy, "This thu-astans to lia a rouglar uemining strengtli conhd coummand. But had
affair thun .1 thougbt, sud I arn doulitful about a viper atuug huini lue could nuL have lelL nmore
enteu-ing on iL." But aitlier recollecting Lhe frightenad than hae did wlien toucbed by the
luxuu-y of the pu-oniised fead of corn, ou -i~vsely dalicute fiugera of the uuîothe- of Mad Tom.
ramembering the cudgeliugs with tlue broum- Whist was LIeu-e in the tonu of that delicate
stick lia was subject Lu wlieî ut alluefractory, baud to cause sncb an nupleasanut feilug ? Ha
lie slowly, aud witb LIe utmuat caution, picked bad once caressed thaL very baud whiub uuw
bis wuy into tha street. made himn start in te-uou-. Did tIare tu-aval

Haviig made raady bis horse, the apotliecary aloîîg that a!lmoat bloodless au-m a pulsation tîat
fatcbed froin lis siauder wardrolie sudh gar- coutd move a soul su encased in seusuality as ta
niants us serned best sdapted Lu re8st the force lie pat feeling ; sud revive witbuuu it recoltac-
uf the storm, and lefL the sliop in compauy Lions that iL wus lboped had faded for ever ?
with Sir Hau-ry. Baing mounted Lliay both Sounethiuug iu that Lunch made Sir Huu-ry
puu-sued their %;ay slong tIc ill-lighted streats of slirink ; sud us the almost voiceless Longue of
Lhe old towu, the baronet being compellad to Lise dying wuman wbi.,pered words uukuown Lu
bold in witli a iglit rein lis fiary steed whose aîuy but Lhiansalves, the cohonu- fsded from his
mettle ws Loroughuly aroused by iLs praviona cbeek, sud for the firat Lime in many yesrs hae
run, that iL muight accommodate its puce Lu LIe tu-ambled. Earuastly LIe wouuan spoka ; sud as
travelling catuabilities of iLs slowu- friand. witI au imploriug look shle uttered hieu-tat ap-

Beiug, seldoni cullad ou Lu make night visita peal, aite poiuted with hieu- attauuuated. linger ta
beyond LIe limita of the Luwn, the feara of Lte Mad Tom. IL was evident front lieu- mauner
apotluacary incu-eased us the habitationus of inan tIat sha was plaading for the idiot boy ashe wus
becîume fewer, sud weu-e stil angrnted wtuan ha leaviug behind.
fouud hiniself aluuue witlî LIe bau-ouuet iuu Lhe "I1 will," was ail that Sir Hau-uy was beard
wild country. Teuaciously the man of dmuasLu say in raspotise Lu lier appeal.
beld ou Lu the wrat3-hed best whicis carried Huving ubayed bis employer in removiug
lin, as tbongî apprehensive of baing swept fr-orntLIe bedside of LIe iinvalid, Lte apotîaca-y
front bis back by tIa fury of the gale, ou- of heing peau-ad thu-ougî the wituudow pante into the sur-
csrriad away hou-se sud aIt nu une miglit tell rondiug dau-kues.s. Tite tempest talt ragad ;
whithçru by soma treachu-ousfue. Panury sud and as hae listeued to iLs roar luis fears became
wratcbedness bad for yeara beau LIe lot of that inteusified, sud lis thonghts fiaw bsck Lu tbose
mn, sud iL wus a large bribe thut lad beau lia lad le t ut borne, Lu ha fohhowed by Lha wisb
offerad Lu tampt lim ou aucli a niglit, sud Lu Iatl ie wuasugain ivithin luis littia shuop. Neve-
sncb a distance froua bis home, fumons for courage, LIe yeau-s of stuuggliug

Hsviuîg pursuad their wsy for sume Liie uloug poverty lha bad enured, alubongb shurpauiug
the publie moud, the hursemen turued off bis wits, hud robbed hum ut thut liopeful man-
iuuto s countr-y lana, leading toward a corner liiuesa of feeling essautial Lu happinesa, iu Lax-
of the Priory estata, wbema stood a u-ad brick iug bis nervea Lu LIair utmost tenision nnderthie
building, beau-mg the naine of Bromly Honse. upprelaension that soune ciilarnity.night sud-
Wisy tIat resideuce sbould bear u-scb a name dauuly overwluelm hiuui oui uccouiut of bis dis-
dues nuL appear, but this is Lha appelutiva the tu-esaad condition. This feeling -was uow banL-
old place stili wearsq. The moud tliey bud newly *ughum ; sud ha startad àus a low mua
enteu-ed on, fronm beiug but liLtle usad, gave h.- froun. LIe lips of Sir Hau-ry faIt upon bis eau-.
caue L th -ambles1-1 ming ta1-edge-owa L Truiug utLIe sn-d-_a Lb-b1-d- Lise-b1rou-t
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